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Fig. 7 .10 : Extended fem ale buria l n o 2 , Period-V 

Pl. 7 . 14 : Extended fem ale buria l n o. 2, Pe riod -V, Tr. ZG 5 / 4 



Burials 

robusticity, body size, skeleton articulation, 
the individual has tentatively been 
identified as male. 

The tradition of burying dead bodies in 
a sitting position is still in vogue among the 
Mahadeo Kolis of Maharashtra 1. 

(ii) Burial No.2: (Pl. 7.14; Fig. 7.10) 

It is a female burial, reported in the 
cuttings of the trench no. ZG5/4. The 
grave-pit is of ovalish shape on plan 
measuring 165 x 60 x 32 em, showing 
oblique sides. It contains an extended 
skeleton of a female in prostrate position 
with her head towards the north and the 
amputated legs towards the south. The 
overall condition of the skeletal remains is 
poor. The head is crushed; only the maxilla 
is seen with abraded cusps of teeth. The 
clavicle bones are seen but ribs are 
damaged. Likewise, left hand bones are 
better preserved than those of right hand, 
which was originally placed over the 
abdomen. The broad sized sacrum and 
damaged right ilium are seen but portions 
below femur are amputated. It is believed to 
have been a deliberate amputation. 

The custom of amputation of legs is in 
vogue in Goa region , where the legs of the 
pregnant or parturient women, when they 
die, are amputated, so that they do not run 
away and turn into ghosts2. 

The overlapping phase between the 
Malwa and Jorwe phase at Diamabad3 and 
early Jorwe phase at lnamgaon4 have 
reported such type of burials. Thereby the 
present evidence of amputation from the 
early Historical level at Adam serves as a 
legacy to an age old tradition. 

Befitting to a female burial, the grave 
pit has listed out a couple of personal 
ornaments from the neck portion of the 
skeleton, namely a necklace of glass micro 
beads of cobalt blue colour of which one 
hundred and sixteen beads have been 
unearthed (Reg. No. 3615) and an ear stud 
or finely polished black jasper with 
radiating grooves on one side (Reg. No. 
3403) . Thereby it appears to be an 
important burial of a female . 

(iii) Burial No.3: (Pl. 7.15) 

It is reported in the trench no . XB2/2. 
The grave pit is sealed by layer 1 which is 
cut across layer 2 and rested on 3 . It is 
ovalish on plan showing oblique sides and 
has laid bare an extended skeleton of a 
child in north-south orientation with the 
head towards the north and legs towards 
south. It is laid sideways , head facing east. 
The bones below the waist are virtually 
missing. 

Pl. 7.15 : Burial No 3 , Period-V, Tr. XB2/2 

1 G.S . Ghurye, The Mahadeo Koli, Bombay, 1963 . 
2 M.K. Dhavalikar a nd Z.D . An sari, Excavations at 

Inamgaon, p . 2 63. 

3 S.A. Sali, Daimabad, p . 192 , pl. LXVII. 

4 M.K. Dhavalikar an d Z.D. Ansari, op. cit . 
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VIII 
A. INTRODUCTION 

STONE 
TOOLS 

The sustained explorations carried out 
by L.K. Srinivasan 1, followed by B.K. 
Sinha2 of the Survey in Sironcha, 
Chandrapur, Warora, Gadchiroli and 
Brahmapuri talukas of the Wardha­
Wainganga valley have brought to light a 
number of Lower, Middle and Upper 
Palaeolithic sites besides Mesolithic. At 
Papamiya-Tekdi and Jhari-Mangrul3 
identical sequence of Palaeolithic to 
Mesolithic periods have been noticed by 
Srinivasan. Further up in the valley, tools 
of Palaeolithic affinity have come to light 
from the vicinity of natural lake at Tadoba4, 
Paunis, Kolasuran6 and Umred7 . The above 
n oted distribution pattern clearly indicates 
that the Lower Palaeolithic people were the 
earliest inhabitants of the valley and their 
core being the undivided Chandrapur 
region of Maharashtra. They had primarily 
occupied thick forest zone, having perennial 
water sources for subsistence. Their 
subsequent expansion during the 
Mesolithic period in the upper mid-Wardha­
Wainganga valley suggests increase in 
population leading to migration in the 
collateral geomorphological locations for 
subsistence with improved tool technology. 

The present site is one such area where 
Mesolithic people virtually camped and 
created an environment for the first farmers 
of Vidarbha to settle over their remnant. 
Artifacts of Mesolithic period have occurred 

1. JAR 1959-60, p . 3 1; JAR 60-61, p . 22; JAR 6 1-62, pp. 
30-3 1, JAR 62-63, p . 15. 

2. JAR 1967-68, p . 32. 
3 . JAR 1960-6 1, p . 22. 
4. JAR 1979-80, p . 57. 
5. Amarendra Nath , Further Excavations at Pauni 

1994, MAS! 9 7 , New Delhi , 1998. 
6. JAR 1984-85, p. 52 . 
7. ibid. 

at the site in stratified context, besides a 
few stray finds of Palaeoliths . 

B. PALAEOLITHIC TOOLS 

Against this spatial backdrop, four 
stray Palaeoliths of volcanic and 
metamorphic material have come to light 
from the site, of which one is a surface find, 
and the rest are from the moat cuttings. 
Incidentally, basalt and quartzite have 
shared equal number of tools , of which the 
tools of former category are fashioned out of 
cobble and flake cores showing rolled 
surface covered with brownish patina, 
whereas the flatter specimens are shaped 
out of prepared flakes and are in fresh 
condition. All the four specimens are 
detailed below: 

(Fig. 8.1) 

1. Oval shaped handaxe made on a cobble 
of basalt having long semi-convex cross 
section and rolled features with yellow 
brownish patination, marked by 
invisible flake scars all along the 
margin of dorsal surface leaving the 
medial cortex on ventral and dorsal 
surface (13 .7 x 9.2 x 4.7 em). 

2. Elongated handaxe made on a flake of 
quartzite showing large bicone cross 
section. The tool is in fresh condition 
with thick butt end and further marked 
by thorough flaking all along the 
proximal margins of dorsal surface , 
retained on medial (12.3 x 7.2 x 
3 .8cm). 

3. Semi-oval shaped handaxe made on a 
basalt flake showing parallelogram 
cross section. It has rolled and 
weathered surface with yellow brownish 
patination and a thick butt end with 
the upper margin of dorsal surface 
bearing flake scars and cortex retained 
on medial. Deep scars are also seen on 
left and right margins of ventral surface 
(11 .5 x 8.1 x 4.7 em). 
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4 . Oval-shaped scraper on a quartzite 
flake showing long convex cross 
section . The tool is relatively in fresh 
condition with thick medial. Flakes 
have been removed all along .the 
margins of th e ventral surface and deep 
flake scars on the left margin of dorsal 
surface with retouched margins on 
both surfaces (9 .5 x 7 .9 x 2.9 em). 

C. MESOLITHIC TOOLS OF PERIOD I 

In the Mesolithic context, microlithic 
artifacts have been extensively reported 
from the plateau of peninsular India! and 
in this regard the Wardah-Wainganga valley 
of Vidarbha region is no exception. 

Prior to the cuttings at the site , 
microliths in a stratified section have been 
noticed at Papamiya-Tekdi2 and Jhari­
MangruP , both lying in Chandra pur district 
of Nagpur division. A number of sites in 
this valley which are virtually littered with 
microlithic tools have largely been termed 
as open-air sites with some exception. 
Among the important sites, mention may be 
made of Ramdigi4 in Chandrapur district, 
Bhagimaharis and Kodamedhi6 in Nagpur 
district. However, the two sites excavated 
within close proximity of the present site 
are PaunF and Pachkheris. The latter site 
has yielded microliths of both geometric 
and non-geometric varieties which appear 
to be an extension of the same assemblage 
noted at the present site . 

Immediately above the natural soil , the 
site has yielded one of the largest 

1. V.D. Misra a nd J .N. Pal (eds) , Mesolithic India, 
Allahabad , 2002. 

2. JAR 1960-61, pp. 23-24. 

3. Ibid . 

4. JAR 1973-74, p . 2 1. 

5. K. Paddayya, 1984 , Stone Age Sites n ear 
Bhagimahari , Nagpur District, Maharash tra , 
BDCRI, 43 , pp. 9 1-94; JAR 1992-93, pp. 63-64. 

6 . JAR 1988-89, p . 49 . 

7 . Amarendra Nath, Further Excavations at Pauni 
1994. 

assemblage of microlithic artifacts , covering 
three-fourth area of the mound. The 
thickness of the deposit, varying from 60 
em to 30 em, is more towards the south­
eastern sector than on the north-western 
sector of the mound . The micro-debitage 
studies carried out at the site reveal that 
the tools were manufactured at the site , on 
locally available siliceous material like 
chalcedony, chert, agate , carnelian, jasper 
and quartz. Tools on chalcedony amount to 
40.51 % followed by chert 27.8%, carnelian 
12.6%, quartz 8.86%, agate 6.32% and 
jasper 3 .79%. The tool types comprise 
blades, flakes , points, burins, borer, 
scrapers and cores and their percentage of 
occurrence evidently show the dominance 
of flake-blade tradition, typical to this 
region. 

Majority of the tools are made of 
prepared blade technique in which thin 
blades are uniformly detached either from 
single or multi platforms of a raw core and 
subsequently retouched either on one or 
more sides in order to make its function 
m ore effective. The tool-kit comprises a 
variety of shapes and types like parallel 
sided blades retouched on one or both 
margins, parallel sided blades with plain 
sharp working edge, blunted backed blades 
of both parallel and crescentic variety, thin 
pen knife blades , long narrow points, 
bifacial points , obliquely shaped and 
retouched points , tanged points , lunates , 
triangles , side-scrapers, and scrapers, 
transverse arrow heads , anvil, borer, burin 
and fluted cores of cylindrical, oblique and 
irregular shapes. 

Out of the total assemblage, only 
seventy-nine respective types have been 
selected for the study, while forty have been 
illustrated. 

Tools Number Percentage 
Blades 32 40.51 
Flakes 17 2 1.52 
Points 14 17.72 
Burins 6 7.59 
Borer 1 1.26 

Scrapers 2 2.53 
Cores 7 8.86 

Total 79 99.99 

8 . Amarendra Nath , Excavation at Pachkheri, A 
Megalithic Ha bitation Site, Pura.tattva, 32 , 2001 -
2002, pp . 8 1-88. 
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Pl. 8.1 : Mesolithic tools , Period-! 



(Pl. 8.1; Fig. 8.2) 

1. Unifacial tanged point on chalcedony 
flake with retouched oblique shoulders 
and partly retained cortex at right 
margin of ventral surface. 

2. Long broad blade on jasper with blunt 
point and regularly retouched left 
margin, irregularly flaked medial and 
plain ventral surface with a flake scar 
at distal end. 

3. Short parallel sided blade on chert, 
retouched at upper half of left margin 
and centrally flanked off plain medial 
ridge. 

4 . Thin semi crescentic flake blade on 
carnelian, retouched left margin, partly 
chipped off right margin and plain 
medial ridge. 

5. Long pointed blade on chalcedony, 
blunted and convex shaped left 
margin, sharp vertical right margin 
and fluted medial. 

6. Unifacial scraper of semi circular 
shape on chert showing uniformly 
retouched margins and partly chipped 
off ventral surface. 

7. Thin serrated blade on carnelian, 
retouched on both margins, fluted 
plain medial, blunt top and obliquely 
snapped pointed base. 

8. Long parallel sided blade on chert, 
with retouched upper left and sharp 
right margins and partly chipped off 
medial ridge. 

9 . Long thin parallel sided, serrated blade 
on carnelian, thoroughly retouched 
margins, partly fluted medial. The 
ventral surface shows striking 
platform. 

10. Long parallel sided blade on carnelian, 

Excavations at Adam 

with broken distal end, plain margins 
and fluted medial and partly retouched 
carved lower end. 

11. Short thin, backed bladelet on crystal 
quartz, blunted left and retouched 
right margins showing use marks. 

12. Narrow, backed bladelet on greenish 
jasper, blunted convex left margin 
minutely retouched right margin and 
fluted plain medial. 

13. Backed bladelet on brownish chert 
with retouched right margin, plain 
medial ridge and broken tip. 

14. Blade on chalcedony with fluted 
medial, blunted right margin and plain 
vertical left margin. 

15. Parallel sided, serrated blade on dark 
brownish chert with retouched 
margins on both surfaces, chipped off 
medial ridge . 

16. Short lunate on chert, blunted bicone 
right margin, plain vertical right 
margin marked by use marks and 
plain medial ridge . 

17. Blunted backed blade on chalcedony 
with tapering sides thoroughly 
retouched and blunted right margin, 
sharp vertical left margin and plain 
medial ridge . 

18. Triangle on chalcedony flake, 
retouched, bicone left margin, plain 
right margin and plain medial ridge. 

19. Triangle on chert, retouched left 
margin with pointed bicone projection, 
sharp right margin and plain medial 
ridge. 

20. Thin short point on chalcedony, 
thoroughly retouched along thick right 
margin forming into curved base. 
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21. Backed burin on chalcedony, blunted 
and retouched thick left margin with 
thick conical lower end. 

22. Parallel sided blade on chalcedony with 
minutely retouched thick left and thin 
right margins, and fluted medial. 

23. Parallel sided thin blade on chalcedony 
with partly retouched left margin. 
Sharp margins on either side bear use 
marks. 

24. Parallel sided flake blade on 
chalcedony with pointed distal end, 
retouched thin left margin and thick 
right margin showing cortex and 
medial marked by flake scar. 

25. Thin narrow blade point with tapering 
sides on chalcedony, thick blunted left 
and retouched right margin. 

26. Short tapering sided blade point on 
carnelian, with blunted thick right 
margin, centrally notched left margin 
and fluted medial on dorsal surface. 

27. Thin and short point on chalcedony 
blade retouched on the thin convex left 
margin, the plain thick vertical right 
margin bear use marks. 

28. A thin and short blade point on chert, 
blunted on thick right margin and 
partially retouched on left margin. 

(Fig. 8.3) 

1. A jasper flake with one side retouched. 
The flake as a whole gives the 
impression of a shouldered point but 
this shape is a natural one. It might 
have been used as a point. 

2. A quartz flake with a pointed end and 
a straight cutting edge. It might have 
been used as a point. 

3. Flake blade on chalcedony with one 
straight cutting edge and an uneven, 
parallel back. 

Excavations at Adam 

4. Fluted chert core with long parallel 
sided flake removed from it. 

5. Long flake blade of chalcedony. 

6. Lunate made on a chalcedony, blunted 
back and almost straight cutting edge. 
One end is broken. 

7. Chert flake with a burin tip . 

8 . Lunate made on a chert flake . Finely 
finished piece with a straight cutting 
edge, retouched and blunted back. 

9. Blade made on chalcedony with one 
straight cutting edge , the other side 
retouched and blunted. 

10. Parallel sided blade on chert with a 
straight cutting edge and uneven back. 

11 . Blade on chert with retouched and 
blunted back. 

12. Flake on chert with one end broken. 

D. MICROLITHIC 
PERIOD II 

TOOLS OF 

The microliths of this period are 
essentially flake blade tradition. However, 
the thick assemblage also constitutes a 
limited number of prepared flake tools. 
The blade element of this period is much 
evolved from its preceding period. The 
presence of more refined slender blades 
marked by the practice of extensive but 
controlled retouching treatment resulted in 
effective serrated margins. Unlike its 
preceding period, use of raw material is 
limited to chalcedony, chert, carnelian and 
a meagre amount of quartz. The tool types 
met with include long and medium sized 
parallel-sided blades, backed blades, pen 
knife blades, long and thin serrated blades, 
side and end scrapers and a variety of 
points including point-cum-burins. Some 
of the selected specimens of important 
types have been described below. 



Stone Tools 

1 

4 

8 

11 

/ 

12 

18 

5 

9 

13 

19 

2 

6 

14 

1\ flt w v 
20 21 

1 0 1 2 3 
SCALE~~~~'--~' --•'--~' CM 

Fig. 8.4 : Microlithice tools , Period-11 

3 

7 

10 

15 
16 



Excavations at Adam 

Pl. 8.2 : Microlithice tools, Period-11 
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(Pl. 8.2; Fig. 8.4) 

1. Amorphous fluted core on chert with a 
s ingle striking platform and blade 
scars on dorsal surface marked by the 
intact cortex on the ventral surface. 

2. Amorphous fluted core on chalcedony 
showing more than one platform and 
blade scars on dorsal and ventral 
surfaces, irregular blade scars and 
partly retained cortex on dorsal 
surface. 

3. Cylindrical shaped fluted core on 
chalcedony showing more than one 
platforms marked by regular blade 
scars all around the body. 

4 . Cylindrical fluted core on chalcedony 
with platform on both ends showing 
flake scars . 

5 . Parallel sided blade on carnelian, fully 
retouched left and right margins, 
n otched top and plain medial ridge. 

6 . Parallel sided blade-cum-burin on 
chalcedony, thoroughly retouched right 
margin, partially retouched lower end, 
vertically blunted left margin and plain 
medial ridge . 

7 . Parallel sided blade on chalcedony 
marked by plain margins and flaked 
medial . 

8 . Short conical shaped blade-cum-point 
on chalcedony, retouched left upper 
margin, sharp end point and flaked off 
medial. 

9 . Triangle on carnelian, showing partly 
retouched left margin and plain medial 
ridge on dorsal surface and minutely 
retouched left margin of ventral 
surface marked by snapped base. 

10 . Almost cylindrical blade on 
chalcedony, partially blunted and 
retouched left margin, retouched upper 
end, partially worked right margin and 
multi flaked medial ridge . 

11. Semi-arch blade-cum-burin on chert, 
denticulated type of retouching on 
both the margins , with blunted point 
on upper end, fluted medial scar on 
dorsal surface. 

12 . Long narrow backed blade on chert 
with blunted thick right margin and 
plain left margin, pointed upper end 
and broken base. 

13 . Backed blade on chert, thick blunted 
right margin and plain left margin, 
with broken tip and snapped base . 

14. A thin parallel-sided blade on 
chalcedony with retouched and 
blunted right margin, plain medial 
ridge, snapped top and broken base. 

15. Short backed blade on chalcedony, 
with blunted left margin showing 
conical proximal end, plain medial 
ridge and plain sharp ridge margin 
marked by use marks . 

16. Short parallel sided blade on carnelian, 
with retouched left margin and curved 
base, partially minutely worked out 
right margin with snapped upper 
portion. 

1 7. Lunate shaped backed blade on chert, 
blunted crescentic ridge and plain 
medial. The left margin of ventral 
surface shows use marks. 

18. Short thin blade point on chert with 
minutely retouched right margin, plain 
left margin and obliquely snapped 
distal end. 

19 . Thin elongated ovalish shaped blade 
point on chalcedony with blunted right 
margin, untouched left margin and 
plain medial ridge , curved base and 
broken tip. 

20. Short thin blade point on chert with 
retouched left margin, plain right 
margin, plain medial ridge and broken 
tip . 

21. Short semi-conical shaped blade point 
on quartz with retouched left margin 
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and sharp right margin, obliquely 
snapped base and broken tip. 

22. Ovalish shaped simple blade on chert, 
with fluted medial, sharp margins and 
partly notched circular base on dorsal • 
surface and a flat featureless ventral 
surface. 

E. POLISHED STONE TOOLS OF 
PERIOD II 

Together with microliths of period II, 
the site has reported a few polished tools , 
which supplement the surface finds 
collected in 19751. Since then a few more 
sites like Tharsa2, Mandhal3, 
Gadhchandur4 , Sillawaris, and Pauni6 
have reported such finds but are of stray 
nature. The excavated finds of 
Kaundinyapura too come from the upper 
layers of Black and Red ware horizon7. 

Described here are three polished 
celts one each of shale , schist and 
sandstone. The first two sp.ecimens have 
been reported from the floors of period II 
while the third has figured as surface 
finds. All are fairly in good condition with 
minor chipping here and there . 

1. JAR 1975-76, p. 36. 

2. Amarendra Nath , Archaeology of the Wardha­
Wainganga Divide, Puratattva, 10, p . 97 . 

3 . Information gathered from Prof. Ajay Mitra Shastri, 
Nagpur, excavator of the site. 

4. Presently housed in the private collection of Shri 
T.T. Julme ofBallarsha, Distt. Chandrapur. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

(Fig. 8.5) 

Ground celt on pale greenish shale, 
showing plano-convex cross section , 
with parallel tapering sides, thin 
margins marked by irregular flake 
scars, partly polished lower cutting 
edge (12.1 x 7.6 x 2.2 em). 

Ground celt on greenish chlorite 
schist showing biconvex truncated 
cross section with tapering oblique 
sides, characterized by irregular 
flake scars, horizontally snapped 
upper end, slender margins and 
curved thin cutting edge marked by 
use marks (7.5 x 6.2 x 2.2 em) . 

Celt of brownish sandstone showing 
trapezoidal cross section with well 
polished dorsal surface , polished 
oblique margins and semi curved 
sharp cutting edge marked by deep 
flake scars. The upper portion and 
right margins are damaged (6 . 9 x 
4.8 x 1.1 em). 

5. Information from Dr. Chandrashekhar Gupta, 
Nagpur. 

6 . Source of information same as above. 

7. M.G. Dikshit, Excavations at Kaundinyapura, 
Bombay, 1968, pp. 132-33, fig . 29- 1, pl. L-1. 

8. Presently housed in the museum of the 
Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture 
and Archaeology Nagpur University, Nagpur. 
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IX THE POTTERY 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Save for the aceramic Mesolithic 
assemblage of period I, all other cultural 
horizons at Adam have reported the 
evidence of composite ceramic industry. 
On the basis of constituent physical 
properties it can broadly be classified in to 
three major groups, (i) Red ware, (ii) Black 
and red ware, (iii) Black ware, followed by 
limited amount of Northern Black Polished 
and Kaolin ware. For potting these wares 
mainly secondary clay have been used 
with some exceptions of primary clay. The 
sub-classified categories of each principle 
type under different chronological 
segments have been dealt in detail 
separately. Majority of the shapes have 
been turned on medium wheel while some 
on fast and a few are hand made. The 
surface treatment of different wares shows 
self slip, black slip and brown slip. The 
decorative patterns of black and white 
pigments showing geometric and floral 
designs primarily confined to the horizons 
of period II, sub-period III A and B, while 
applique, incised and stamped 
decorations become diagnostic to period 
IV and V. 

As regards the technique of firing, 
the red ware was obtained under oxidized 
condition , while black and red ware under 
inverted firing or straight firing condition 
and black ware under reducing condition. 
Among the red ware varieties, majority 
show unoxidized smoky core due to ill and 
uneven firing. Invariably all varieties of 
pottery were fired in open kiln. 

A relative percentage of occurrences 
of these wares show dominance of red 
ware from period II to V. Next comes the 
black ware which is almost ceases in 
period V. The percentage of black and red 
ware show a modest beginning in period II 

as compared to other two wares but it 
takes a lead over black ware from sub­
period III B and continues to maintain its 
pace upto period V. The layer wise 
analysis shown here is based on the 
ceramic data obtained from Trench no. H7 
and ZAS . H7 is a part of cutting in the 
rampart; hence the layers are restricted to 
pre-defence level, while ZAS falls in the 
habitation area. 

TRENCH NO. H7 

Layer Red Ware Black & Black 
(Percent) Red Ware Ware 

(Percent) (Percent) 
17 58 16 24 

(59 .18%) (16.32%) (24.48%) 

16 119 23 48 
(62.63%) (12.10%) (25 .24%) 

Average 177 39 72 
Period II (56.19%) (13.54%) (25.24%) 

15 67 21 32 
_(56.19°/~ J17.35%l J26.44%) 

14 108 38 39 
(58.69%) (20 .65%) (21.29%) 

13 164 41 62 
J61.42°/~ J15.35°/~ J23.22%) 

12 231 84 85 
(57 .75%) (21.00%) (21.25%) 

Average 570 184 218 
Period IIA J58.65°/~ J18.930f.~_l J22.42) 

11 105 69 43 
(48.38°/~ _(31.79%) (19.81 %) 

10 98 46 27 
(57.38%) (26.90%) (15.78%) 

Average 203 115 70 
Period liB 152.31 °/<1_ 129.63%1 118.04%) 

TRENCH NO. ZAS 

Layer Red Ware Black & Black 
(Percent) Red Ware Ware 

(Percent) (Percent) 
15 16 2 4 

(72.72%) (9.09%) (18.18%) 
14 133 17 21 

J77.77°/~ J9.94°/~ J15.78%) 
Average 149 19 25 
Period II 177.20°/<1_ 19.84°/<1_ 112.96%) 

13 98 42 47 
J52.40°/~ J22.45%~l_ J25.13%) 

12 258 86 77 



(61.28%) (20.42%) (18.28%) 
Average 356 128 124 

Sub- (58. 55%) (21.05%) (20.39%) 
period III 

A 
11 67 29 16 

(59 .82%) (25.84%) (14.28%) 
10 146 57 21 

(65.17%) (25.44%) (9.37%) 
Average 

Sub- 213 86 37 
period IIIB (63.39%) (25.59%) (11.01 %) 

9 82 48 20 
(54.66%) (32%) (13.33%) 

8 61 21 12 
(64.89%) (22.34%) (12 .76%) 

7 104 17 11 
(78.78%) (12.87%) (8.33%) 

Average 247 86 43 
Period IV (65.69%) (22.87%) (11.43%) 

6 106 6 2 
(92 .98%) (5.26%) (1.75%) 

5 213 14 4 
(92 .20%) (6.06%) (1.73%) 

4 127 8 3 
(92 .02%) (5 .79%) (2 .17%) 

3 214 31 
(87.34%) (2 .65%) --

2 318 15 
(95.49%) (4 .50%) --

2 126 11 
(91.97%) (8.02%) --

Average 1104 85 9 
Period V (92.15%) (7.09%) (0.75%) 

Average yield of pottery from H7 and 
ZAS 

Layer Red Black & Black 
Ware Red Ware Ware 

(Percent) (Percent) (Percent) 
Average 65.15% 11.49% 24 .10% 
Period II 
Average 60.86% 18.63% 20.50% 
Sub-period 
III A 
Average 57 .85% 27 .61 % 14.50% 
Sub-period 
mB 
Average 68 .34% 23 .36% 10.19% 
Period IV 
Average 91.16% 7.47% 1.68% 
Period V 

Excavations at Adam 

B. PERIOD II 

Immediately above the aceramic 
occupational deposit of the Mesolithic 
period, the site witnessed an industry 
typical to the W ardha-W ainganga valley. It 
has shown a distribution pattern confined 
to the sites located in this valley. 
Essentially regional in its makeup, the site 
has shown a few shapes like dish on 
stand and high necked jar comparable to 
Malwa and Jorwe cultures of the Central 
and Western Indial. It consists of red , 
black and red and all black wares of, 
medium to coarse fabric, largely wheel 
turned with some hand made exceptions. 
It shows non metallic texture and ill fired 
smoky core, full of sand particles and 
organic material. The red slip occurs on 
the entire upper surface while its interior 
application is limited to rim portion. 
Mostly the red ware bear paintings in dull 
black and white colours showing some 
noteworthy design elements restricted to 
exterior rim and shoulder portions with a 
few exceptions on the interior. The 
diagnostic shape remained the globular 
vessels with broad mouth having funnel 
like rim. 

Among the painted pottery, as 
many as ten types , classified on the basis 
of fabric , slip and pigment have been 
noticed. They are (i) coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware, painted in black (ii) 
gritty micacious self slipped red ware, 
painted in black, (iii) coarse fabric mica 
mixed dull red slipped red ware , painted 
in black, (iv) medium fabric mica mixed 
tan slipped red ware , painted in black (v) 
coarse fabric chocolate slipped red ware , 
painted in black, (vi) coarse fabric 
unslipped red ware , painted in black, (vii) 
coarse fabric unslipped red ware , painted 
in white, (viii) coarse fabric red slipped red 
ware, painted in white , (ix) coarse fabric 
tan slipped red ware , painted in white and 

1. I. Karthikeya Sarma, Pa ta p adu revisited: A n ew 
painted pottery culture of South-East India, 
Puratattva, 1967-68 , No. 1, pp. 76-77, fig . 3. 
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(x) coarse fabric chocolate slipped red 
ware , painted in white. 

The design elements met with 
include groups of vertical and horizontal 
lines , band of latticed diamonds , a variety 
of comb pattern, random wavy lines, 
series of obliquely aligned dented lines , 
converging lines , groups of horizontal 
strokes , series of horizontally dotted lines , 
series of oblique lines interconnected by 
groups of horizontal strokes and zig-zag 
decorations . The shapes, executed with 
paintings are predominantly of vases , 
showing out turned rim, splayed out rims 
and globular body, featureless rim with 
vertical neck and funnel shaped neck, 
followed by other shapes like handi, basin, 
dish and dish on stand, bowl and 
miniature varieties including vases and 
basins. The representative specimens 
bearing black painting and white painting 
have been described below under separate 
headings. 

(i) BLACK PAINTED POTTERY 

(Fig. 9.1) 

1. Fragment of a storage jar of gritty 
rnicacious red ware, with splayed out 
plain featureless rim and constricted 
neck, painted across it in black pigment 
showing a group of eight vertical lines 
both on exterior and interior. 

2. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
tan slipped red ware with long vertical 
neck and marginally splayed out 
featureless rim, externally painted in 
black pigment showing eight parallel 
horizontal dotted rows in between 
followed by probably series of oblique 
line below1• 

3. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped red ware with internally 

1. The specimen appear to be a variant of Type 2b of 
period I reported from Prakash , cf. B .K. Tha par, 
Prakash- 1955-A Chalcolithic site , AI, 20-2 1, fig. 8-
2b , pp. 39 -40 . 
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and externally undercut nail headed 
out turned rim, externally grooved 
concave neck and globular body . 
Painted at shoulder portion with black 
pigment showing a band of thirteen 
parallel horizontal lines , followed by 
graffiti decoration depicting three sets 
of short vertical lines each comprising 
two and all intersected by a single 
long horizontal line. This graffiti occur 
at frequent intervals all around the 
body, and panelled at bottom by a 
painted horizontal band. 

4 . Fragment of vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware with splayed out, 
internally grooved thickened rim and 
constricted neck. Painted with black 
pigment over the body and across the 
rim showing group of seven parallel 
vertical lines on the exterior and five 
similar ones on interior of rim and a 
series of obliquely aligned comb 
pattern design over shoulder portion 
panelled by group of two parallel 
horizontal lines at top. 

5. Fragment of splayed out rim portion of 
a vase of medium fabric red ware 
treated with mica mix red slip . 
Painted on both faces of rim with 
black pigment showing group of seven 
parallel vertical lines on both sides of 
rim. 

6 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red slipped red ware with externally 
beaded rim, painted with black 
pigment showing series of obliquely 
aligned comb pattern design facing to 
left and each comprising six dents. 

7 . Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware with beaded rim externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
six oblique dotted or dented lines . 

8. Fragment of a miniature pot of 
medium fabric red ware , flared 
featureless rim, and concave neck 
painted with black pigment of both 
the faces with random vertical lines . 
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9. Fragment of a bowl of medium 
fabric red ware with collared rim 
angular sides, internally carinated 
sagger base painted externally with 
black pigment showing series of 
thick vertical lines connected io 
each other by series of thin curvy 
horizontal lines aligned vertically. 

10. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware with externally beaded rim. It 
is treated with mica mix dull red slip 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing rows of converging lines 
cutting each other and forming rows 
of diamond shapes . 

11. Fragment of a miniature vase of red 
ware with funnel shaped neck and out 
turned rim painted on both the faces 
with black pigment showing groups of 
random parallel vertical lines . 

12. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware , externally treated with mica 
mix dull red slip showing unoxidized 
smoky core with featureless rim and 
incurved sides and painted with black 
pigment showing a group of six 
parallel vertical lines on exterior and a 
series of parallel lines on the interior. 

13 . Fragment of a flask shaped vessel with 
cylindrical shaped neck and 
featureless rim, coarse fabric red ware 
showing unoxidized core, hand made, 
painted on exterior with black pigment 
showing series of vertical lines . 

14. Fragment of a dish on stand of coarse 
fabric red ware with funnel shaped 
neck and short vertical featureless 
rim. Painted over neck portion with 
black pigment showing random 
vertical lines . 

15. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red slipped red ware with externally 
beaded, under cut rim, painted over 
body with black pigment showing 

thick random oblique and horizontal 
lines . 

16. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
tan slipped red ware showing 
unoxidized grey core, internally 
undercut with incurved, collared rim 
and painted with black pigment 
showing series of converging lines 
intersecting each other. 

17. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware , a variant of S . No. 15 above, 
painted with black pigment showing 
six random vertical lines followed by a 
thick horizontal line below on exterior 
and a group of four vertical lines on 
interior respectively. 

18. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with wide-open mouth and 
externally beaded rim treated with red 
slip and painted over shoulder with 
black pigment showing series of 
horizontal and vertical lines 
intersecting each other at right angles 
forming 'mesh' of net design. 

19 . Fragment of a dish on stand of coarse 
fabric red slipped red ware with 
externally grooved and internally 
turned out featureless rim and 
incurved sides painted with black 
pigment showing series of oblique 
lines intersected by rows of horizontal 
lines. A group of five vertical lines are 
also seen on both sides across rim 
portion. 

20 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red slipped red ware with externally 
under cut collared rim, oblique sides 
painted in black pigment showing 
series of obliquely aligned comb 
pattern . 

21 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
mica mix tan slipped ware with 
externally collared rim and incurved 
oblique sides painted with black 
pigment showing six parallel 
horizontal lines, followed by series of 
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long oblique lines connected by short 
horizontal line below. 

22 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware treated with mica mix dull 
red slip, plain featureless rim and 
incurved sides and painted with black 
pigment showing a group of five 
parallel lines externally and series of 
random parallel lines internally. 

23 . Fragment of an upper portion of dish 
on stand of a coarse fabric dull red 
slipped red ware painted with black 
pigment showing group of six parallel 
lines across the rim at frequent 
intervals and comb pattern design 
covering exterior and part of interior 
respectively. 

24. Fragment of upper portion of a dish 
on stand of coarse fabric red ware 
treated with tan slip and painted 
externally with black pigment showing 
a group of five parallel lines and six 
similar ones on exterior and interior 
parts of rim followed by a new oblique 
line connected to each other by 
obliquely aligned horizontal strokes 
and panelled at top by two parallel 
horizontal lines on the exterior. 

25. Fragment of a deep bowl of coarse 
fabric, tan slipped red ware with 
externally grooved thickened rim and 
convex sides, painted with black 
pigment showing a row of obliquely 
aligned comb pattern. 

26. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red slipped ware , with externally 
under cut thickened rim, painted with 
black pigment showing rows of oblique 
comb pattern design. 

27. A variant of No. 14 above , of coarse 
fabric red slipped red ware showing 
vertical featureless funnel shaped rim 
and oblique sides, painted externally 
with black pigment showing series of 
oblique lines interconnected by series 
of horizontal strokes. Four lines of a 

group of random vertical lines are also 
seen on rim portion. 

28. Fragment of a dish of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with mica mix 
dull red slip with vertical featureless 
rim grooved externally, curve sides and 
obliquely turned sagger base, 
externally painted on sides with black 
pigment showing series of vertically 
aligned six horizontal short strokes 
connected to each other in segments. 

29 . Fragment of a handi of medium fabric 
red ware with beaded rim, short 
concave neck and convex sides, 
treated with mica mix dull red slip 
and painted externally over the body 
showing series of serrated or dented 
oblique lines . 

30. Variant of No. 27 above , of coarse 
fabric chocolate slipped red ware with 
short vertical featureless rim and 
oblique sides painted with black 
pigment showing long vertical lines 
interconnected by small horizontal 
strokes on exterior and a group of four 
short vertical lines on interior of rim. 

31 . Fragment of a dish of coarse fabric red 
slipped ware with externally grooved 
featureless rim, convex sides obliquely 
terminating towards base, painted 
with black pigment showing obliquely 
piled up zig-zag strokes with pincer 
like ends on exterior and two vertical 
lines inside rim portion. 

32 . Fragment of a vase of an unslipped 
red ware with splayed out featureless 
rim and constricted neck painted with 
black pigment showing group of three 
parallel vertical lines on both sides 
across the rim and a single horizontal 
band along the neck on its exterior. 

(Fig. 9.2) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black and red ware, externally painted 
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with black pigment showing series of 
latticed diamonds, panelled by two 
parallel horizontal lines on top and 
eight similar lines at bottom. 

2 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with splayed out constricted rim, 
painted across the rim with black 
pigment showing a group of seven 
vertical lines on exterior and six 
vertical lines on interior respectively. 

3. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black and red ware painted externally 
with black pigment showing part of a 
latticed diamond panelled at bottom 
by four parallel horizontal lines. 

5. Fragment of a dish on stand of 
coarse fabric mica mix dull red 
s lipped ware with externally 
u ndercut collared rim and oblique 
sides painted with black pigment 
showing eight parallel horizontal 
lines . 

6 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally treated with red slip 
and painted with black pigment 
showing groups of vertically piled up 
horizontal strokes panelled at top by 
two parallel horizontal lines. 

7 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
grey ware , treated with red slip. 
Externally painted with black pigment 
showing obliquely aligned comb 
pattern design panelled at top by a 
single horizontal line. 

8 . Fragment of a dish on stand of coarse 
fabric tan slipped red ware with 
collared rim and semi circular sides, 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing "mesh" design bordered by 
four parallel horizontal lines at top. A 
group of eight vertical lines occur on 
exterior and interior across the rim. 

(ii) WHITE PAINTED POTTERY 

(Fig. 9.3) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware. Externally treated with tan slip 
and painted with white pigment 
showing base portion of a latticed 
diamond and below it figure a set of 
seven parallel horizontal bands. 

2. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with tan slip 
and painted with white pigment 
showing rows of obliquely aligned 
comb pattern each showing six dents . 

3. Fragment of a hopscotch dressed out 
of a coarse fabric red ware showing 
unoxidized black interior and exterior 
painted with white pigment showing 
four oblique lines interconnected by a 
row of six oblique slashes. 

4 . Fragment of a coarse fabric red ware 
treated with red slip on both sides, 
externally painted with white pigment 
showing panelled comb pattern design 
consisting of five oblique lines each 
having six dents. 

(iii) PLAIN POTTERY 

The plain pottery of this period is 
characterized by the presence of red ware , 
black and red ware and black ware of 
medium to coarse fabric. The total 
assemblage of plain pottery is 
predominantly of red ware followed by 
black and black and red wares. The 
variety of red ware include medium to 
coarse fabric , micacious red ware with or 
without slip, red slip, brown slip and 
chocolate slip and unslipped dull red 
ware. The black and red ware is 
essentially of medium fabric marked by a 
meager supply of burnished black and red 
ware , and the black ware is present in 
medium to coarse fabric with occasional 
mica mix self slip and burnished slip. The 
shapes of all the three ware comprise of 
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vases with varying type of rims, basins 
both in large and medium size, dish and 
bowl. The bowls are more dominant m 
black and red and black ware. 

The representative illustrated 
specimens are described below. 

(Fig. 9 .4) 

1. Fragment of a large basin of coarse 
fabric gritty micacious red ware with 
externally, obliquely chamfered and 
deeply grooved vertical rim and 
grooved in curved sides. 

2 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
dull red ware with externally grooved 
thin featureless rim and incurved 
sides . 

3. Fragment of bowl of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with mica mix red slip , 
with internally grooved and drooping 
thickened rim and oblique sides . 

4. Fragment of a vase of thick coarse 
fabric red ware showing unoxidized 
grey core with splayed out featureless 
rim, short concave neck and convex 
sides. 

5. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware showing unoxidized smoky core 
with internally grooved and externally 
beaded, splayed out thickened rim, 
short concave neck and oblique sides . 

6 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip showing 
unoxidized grey core with splayed out, 
internally thickened, grooved rim and 
constricted neck. 

7. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black ware , externally treated with red 
slip showing flared out featureless rim 
and oblique sides . 

8 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware treated with dull red slip 

with externally grooved vertical 
featureless rim and oblique sides . 

9 . Variant of No. 6 , of brown slipped 
coarse red ware with externally grooved 
internally thickened splayed out rim. 

10. Fragment of a handi of coarse fabric 
micacious dull red ware treated with 
mica mix brown slip showing flared 
out and internally carinated rim with 
oblique sides . 

11 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
dull red ware treated with mica mix 
brown slip showing unoxidized smoky 
splayed out rim, internally short 
concave neck and oblique sides . 

12 . Fragment of a basin of medium fabric 
red ware treated with mica mix brown 
slip with externally thickened rim and 
incurved sides . 

13. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
dull red ware externally treated with 
red s lip showing unoxidized smoky 
core with externally under cut, 
externally beaded rim and convex 
sides . 

14. Fragment of a bowl of m edium fabric 
black and red ware with vertical 
featureless rim showing a thin groove 
on the exterior and convex sides with 
carinated profile . 

15 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with incurved 
plain rim showing a thin groove on 
exterior and diminishing sides bearing 
grooves over the base . 

16. Fragment of a basin medium fabric 
black ware treated with burnished 
black slip showing externally under 
cut thickened rim and convex sides . 

17. Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
black and red ware with inturned 
featureless rim, convex sides 
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terminating into inturned base 
showin g carinated profile . 

18. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
burnished black ware with vertical, 
featureless , thin edged rim and 
oblique sides. 

19. Fra gment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black ware treated with mica mix 
black slip showing externally under 
cu t, out turned, thickened rim 
followed by two grooves on exterior 
and in curved sides. 

20 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black ware treated with mica mix 
black slip with externally grooved thin 
edge rim and incurved sides . 

21 . Fragment of rim portion of a vase of 
m edium fabric black ware treated 
with black slip with flared out rim 
s howing a groove on exterior and 
concave sides. 

22 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black ware treated with mica mix 
black slip with short featureless 
vertical rim and inturned sides . 

23. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black ware treated with mica mix 
black slip showing reverted featureless 
rim and convex sides . 

C. SUB-PERIOD III A & III B 

The ceramic industry of this period 
is marked by continuation of some of the 
preceding ceramic traditions and 
introduction of a few more new shapes. 
Another significant feature noted is the 
presence of mica dust frequently mixed in 
all type of slips . Red ware continued to be 
a major ceramic type followed by black 
ware occasionally dominating over the 
black and red ware. Majority of the types 
noted in both plain and painted ware are 
of unevenly fired. As in the preceding 
period, the painted ware is essentially of 

medium to coarse fabric red ware 
characterized by the inclusion of a few 
more design elements like groups of thick 
wavy lines , diminishing piled up strokes , 
different variety of converging lines and 
complex comb patterns . 

There are as many as ten different 
wares in this category. These include 
(i) coarse fabric red slipped red ware , 
(ii) coarse fabric unslipped red ware , 
(iii) coarse fabric black and red ware , 
(iv) medium fabric burnished black and red 
ware , (v) medium fabric , tan slipped red 
ware, (vi) coarse fabric red ware treated with 
self slip, (vii) coarse fabric tan slipped red 
ware , (viii) coarse fabric self slipped red 
ware , (ix) medium fabric self slipped red 
ware and (x) coarse fabric black and red 
ware. Of the total assemblage, about one 
percent potsherd is painted in which the 
painting executed on types (i) to (v) are in 
black pigment while the rest bore white . The 
illustrated specimens of both black painted 
and white painted pottery of this period are 
described below, separately. 

(i) BLACK PAINTED POTTERY OF SUB­
PERIOD Ill A 

(Fig. 9.5) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware , painted with black 
pigment showing series of oblique line, 
curved horizontal strokes forming 
comb pattern and panelled at top and 
bottom by double and single 
horizontal lines respectively . 

2. Fragment of vase of coarse, red 
slipped red ware painted with black 
pigment showing comb pattern with 
irregular alignment of combs in 
oblique and slanting position panelled 
by two parallel horizontal lines at top 
and five similar lines at bottom. 

3 . Fragment of a vase of red slipped red 
ware showing coarse fabric unoxidized 
grey core, painted on shoulder portion 



in black pigment showing comb 
pattern design comprising series of 
dented oblique lines panelled by two 
parallel horizontal lines. 

4. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric micacious red ware painted over 
shoulder portion in black pigment 
showing comb pattern in double rows 
occasionally overlapping, below three 
parallel horizontal lines serve as lower 
frame. 

5. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware painted externally in black 
pigment with row of obliquely aligned 
comb pattern facing to left and 
panelled below by three wide spaced 
parallel horizontal lines. 

6. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black and red ware externally painted 
with black pigment showing two 
parallel horizontal lines filled with 
series of oblique lines of uniform size. 

7. Fragment of vase of coarse fabric red 
ware externally treated with red slip 
and painted with black pigment 
showing series of converging lines 
intersecting each other and panelled 
by two parallel horizontal lines at top. 

8. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric micacious red ware, externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
comb pattern in vertical alignment 
bordered by three horizontal but wavy 
lines at bottom in two segments. 

9. Fragment of vase of coarse fabric red 
ware externally painted with black 
pigment showing incomplete foliage 
motif in the upper segment followed 
by a row of four leaves in the form of 
suspended loops of irregular shape. 

10. Splayed out rim fragment of a vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with unoxidized 
core, painted with a thick band in 
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black pigment running across the rim 
on either side. 

11. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric red ware painted in black, 
showing a group of vertically aligned 
eight wavy lines . 

12. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric micacious red ware externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
series of short lines unevenly piled up 
in diminishing order forming 
elongated conical pattern. 

13. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware externally painted 
with black pigment showing series of 
oblique, serrated lines panelled at top 
by two parallel horizontal lines. 

14. Fragment of a miniature vessel of 
medium fabric red ware, externally 
carinated profile below neck, exterior 
painted in black showing group of five 
vertical lines . 

15. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally painted with black 
pigment showing series of irregular 
vertical strokes intersected by a thin 
horizontal line and followed by a 
border line at the top. 

16. Fragment of a miniature vase of 
coarse fabric red ware externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
three oblique lines with corrugated 
profile and dented ends. 

1 7. Fragment of a miniature vase of coarse 
fabric red ware externally painted with 
black pigment showing three horizontal 
lines of which the lowest one is shown 
intersecting with six of eight vertical lines. 

18. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware showing unoxidized core and 
externally treated with tan slip and 
painted with black pigment depicting 
'net' design. 
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19. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with unoxidized core externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
series of obliquely serrated lines, 
bordered by a horizontal band at the 
top. 

20. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
pale red ware externally painted with 
series of slating dented lines 
intersected at bottom by three parallel 
horizontal lines. 

21. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric tan 
slipped ware showing unoxidized grey 
core, externally painted with black 
pigment showing design of oblique 
comb pattern extended below a dented 
oblique line. Both are separated by 
thin horizontal line. 

22. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric red slipped red ware painted 
externally with black pigment showing 
series of converging lines cuttings 
each other, forming into lattice. 

23. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
tan slipped ware with unoxidized grey 
core externally painted with black 
pigment with a design comparable to 
S. No. 12 above, with an addition of 
incomplete set of three and four small 
oblique strokes seen separately in the 
upper segment. 

24 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, treated with red slip, painted 
externally around neck with black 
pigment showing a thick wavy line 
followed by a horizontal band below. 

25 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric tan 
slipped red ware with unoxidized grey 
core externally pained in black 
pigment showing a variant of Sl. No. 
12 with an incomplete set of small 
oblique strokes intersecting at the top. 

26 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, treated with red slip, externally 

Excavations at Adam 

painted with black pigment showing a 
single horizontal line intersected by a 
group of eight short vertical lines 
followed by a series of incomplete 
short horizontal strokes in vertical 
order. 

27. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, treated with tan slip 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing a series of dots aligned in 
vertical order, followed by series of 
short horizontal strokes . 

28 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally painted with black 
pigment showing three rows of 
vertically aligned short horizontal 
strokes. 

29 . Fragment of a dish of coarse fabric red 
ware, internally painted with black 
pigment showing incomplete design of 
defusing strokes formed in all 
direction and possibly converging in 
the centre. 

(ii) WHITE PAINTED POTTERY OF SUB­
PERIOD III A 

(Fig. 9.6) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric tan 
slipped red ware, externally painted 
over shoulder in white pigment 
showing series of latticed diamonds 
panelled by two parallel horizontal 
lines at top and eight similar lines at 
bottom. 

2. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black and red ware, externally treated 
with red slip and painted over 
shoulder in white pigment showing a 
variant of Sl. No. 1 with a single 
horizontal border line at the top. 

3 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
brown slipped red ware , externally 
painted over shoulder portion with 
white pigment showing a variant of Sl. 
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No. 1 with a couple of horizontal 
border lines at the top. 

4. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally painted with white 
pigment showing series of obliqu"ely 
aligned comb pattern bordered by five 
incomplete parallel horizontal lines at 
bottom. 

5. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware, treated with red slip painted 
externally showing a series of 
incomplete vertical strokes . 

6 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally painted with white 
pigment showing design of comb 
pattern panelled at the top and 
bottom by horizontal lines. 

7 . Fragment of a vase of coarse red 
slipped red ware, externally painted 
with white pigment showing obliquely 
aligned comb pattern. 

8. Fragment of a dish-on-stand of coarse 
fabric tan slipped ware showing 
unoxidized black core, painted 
externally with white pigment showing 
obliquely aligned comb pattern, 
panelled at the top by four parallel 
horizontal lines and by two similar 
lines at the bottom. 

9. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric tan 
slipped ware, painted externally with 
white pigment showing design of comb 
pattern. 

10. Lower fragment of a dish on stand of 
coarse fabric red ware, externally 
treated with red slip painted in white 
with parallel horizontal lines. 

11 . Fragment of a vase of red slipped red 
ware of coarse fabric showing 
unoxidized black core painted 
externally with white pigment showing 
'mesh' design. 

12. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, externally treated with red 
slip and painted in white showing 
design similar to 81. No. 11 . 

13 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric tan 
slipped ware , showing painted design 
similar to 81. No. 11. 

14. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black and red ware, treated with red 
slip painted externally with white 
pigment showing series or horizontal 
notches and strokes aligned in convex 
pattern and panelled at the top by 
four parallel horizontal lines. 

15. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware , externally painted 
with white pigment showing a group of 
four vertical lines of which extreme 
left has a bubble end, followed by 
another group of two vertical lines of 
thick variety. 

16. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, painted externally over the 
shoulder in white pigment showing 
incomplete crisscross pattern . 

(iii) BLACK PAINTED POTTERY OF SUB­
PERIOD III B 

The ceramic assemblage of this sub­
period witnesses the introduction of a few 
wares of Megalithic affinity. Likewise, it 
also witnesses a few new painted design 
elements , besides continuance of 
paintings of the preceding period. The 
most important thing noted in this phase 
is the absence of white painting. 

Among the red ware types , the 
coarse fabric micacious red ware 
continues to dominate the assemblage , 
followed by medium fabric red slipped red 
ware and brown slipped red ware. Another 
significant feature noted is an increase in 
black and red ware varieties while black 
ware considerably decreased . 

237 
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As noted above , the assemblage of 
painted pottery undergone significant 
ch anges a t the same it maintains the 
design elem ents of the preceding phase. 
For example, rows of latticed diamonds 
panelled with multi-horizontal lines , 
variants of comb pattern and 'mesh' 
pattern continues to occur. The new design 
elements noticed are converging comb 
pattern , serrated end pattern, rows of 
vertically piled up short horizontal strokes 
and 'fence' like designs showing a series of 
bands intersected at regular intervals , 
besides geometric and floral pattern. The 
above two designs have occurred in 
combination with other designs . 

All four types of painted ware have 
been noticed in this phase i.e. (i) coarse 
fabric mica mix self slipped red ware , (ii) 
coarse fabric unslipped red ware , (iii) 
coarse fabric chocolate slipped red ware 
and (iv) medium fabric mica mix tan 
slipped red ware. Paintings are confined to 
the exterior of neck and shoulder portions 
of vase and upper and lower portions of 
dish on stand varieties , while a few dish 
fragments show paintings on its interior. 
The illustrated specimens are described 
below: 

(Fig. 9 .7) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric , 
mica mix red slipped ware with 
unoxidized grey core , externally 
painted over shoulder portion with 
black pigment showing a series of four 
latticed diamonds panelled at top and 
bottom by single horizontal lines . 

2. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
chocolate slipped ware , externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
series of three latticed diamonds 
panelled at top by two parallel 
horizontal lines and at bottom by 
seven lines . 

3 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fa bric red 
ware , externally treated with red slip 

and painted with black pigment 
showing series of four latticed 
diamonds , each characterized by 
single thick line panelled at top by two 
parallel horizontal lines and at bottom 
by seven lines. 

4. Fragment of a vase of tan slipped 
coarse fabric red ware , showing 
unoxidized grey core and painted 
externally with black pigment 
depicting 'mesh ' design followed by a 
series of five oblique dented bands, 
below. 

5. Fragment of a vase of mica mix red 
slipped coarse fabric red ware , 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing a variant of Sl. No. 4 followed 
by two oblique dented bands. 

6 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally painted with 'mesh' 
like design. 

7 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip , externally 
painted with black pigment showing a 
variant of Sl. No. 5 while the 
incomplete lower bands are curved to 
left . 

8. Fragment of a va se of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
part of a latticed diamond underlined 
by six parallel horizontal lines followed 
by a series of four incomplete tapering 
bands. 

9 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with mica mix tan slip , 
painted with black pigment, depicting 
series of obliquely arranged comb 
pattern, panelled by a single 
horizontal line at top and bottom 
respectively, below it , are seen by a 
row of obliquely converging 'comb' 
lines intersected at the top and in 
centre by a group of two parallel 
horizontal lines . 



10. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware treated with tan slip, 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing four parallel horizontal lines 
intersected by a series of irregular 
vertical strokes forming a 'mesh' 
pattern, followed by a series of five 
oblique dented bands, a variant of Sl. 
No.4. 

11. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally painted with black 
pigment showing series of oblique 
lines each connected with series of 
diagonal oblique strokes to right at its 
lower end forming like a brush with 
handle. 

12. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip and painted 
on shoulder with black pigment 
showing series of oblique dented 
bands panelled by a single horizontal 
line at top and bottom respectively. 

13. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware with short concave 
neck and globular body externally 
painted with black pigment showing a 
single horizontal band around the 
neck and three over shoulder followed 
by series of oblique bands showing 
five short curves at its lower ends 
forming loops. 

14. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with tan slip 
and painted with a row of obliquely 
aligned comb pattern panelled by two 
parallel horizontal strokes above and 
eight similar lines below. 

15 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally treated with tan slip 
and painted with black pigment 
showing closely aligned oblique comb 
pattern . 

16. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica mix red slipped ware showing 
the unoxidized grey interior, externally 

.. --,~·- .. t; 
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painted with black pigment showing a 
series of comb pattern followed by a 
series of convex dented bands, both 
separated by three parallel horizontal 
lines . 

17. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica mix red slipped ware showing 
unoxidized grey interior, externally 
painted with black pigment showing a 
variant of comb pattern panelled at 
top by two and at bottom by three 
parallel horizontal lines. 

18. Fragment of a lower part of dish on 
stand made of coarse fabric red ware, 
treated with tan slip on both faces and 
painted with black pigment showing a 
variant of comb pattern panelled by 
two horizontal lines at top and three 
at bottom. 

19. Fragment of a concave sided stem of 
dish on stand of coarse fabric red 
ware , treated with red slip on both 
faces and externally painted around 
upper and lower portions base with 
black pigment showing a variant of 
comb pattern panelled by couple of 
horizontal lines. 

20. Fragment of a stem portion of a dish 
on stand of coarse fabric red ware , 
treated with red slip on both surfaces , 
painted with black pigment showing a 
series of lozenges panelled at top by 
two parallel horizontal lines . 

21. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with tan slip 
and painted with black pigment 
showing five parallel horizontal lines 
of which the top two are of thick 
variety, followed by a thick horizontal 
band and four horizontal parallel lines 
of which the last one is of thick 
variety. Below it a sunflower like motif 
is seen. 

22 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware, externally painted 



with black pigment showing sunflower 
symbol and another smaller version of 
it on its upper left margin. 

23 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
hand made micacious red ware , 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing two rows of vertical comb 
pattern one above the other. 

24 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric , 
hand made, micacious red ware , 
externally painted with black pigment 
showing two staggered rows of 
vertically arranged horizontal strokes 
of which the upper strokes have 
forklike attachments. 

25 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware, externally painted 
with black pigment showing four 
parallel horizontal lines intersected by 
three tapering uprights at regular 
intervals , forming a 'fence ' like design. 

26 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware, externally painted 
in black showing six parallel 
horizontal lines , upper line supports 
s ix vertical strokes , while two bottom 
lines are intersected by three. 

27. Fragment of a dish of coarse fabric red 
ware , treated with mica mix red slip 
on both the faces , painted internally 
with black pigment showing multi 
groups of vertical strokes in three 
rows . 

28. Fragment of a dish of coarse fabric red 
ware , treated on both exterior and 
interior with mica mix red slip and 
painted internally with black pigment 
showing vertically piled up curved 
horizontal strokes with one end in 
random fashion. 

29 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
dull red slipped red ware, externally 
painted with black pigment showing 
ten rows of vertically pilled up short 

horizontal strokes of which one row 
has thick and larger strokes, lower 
segment shows single horizontal line 
and series of vertical lines connected 
to it. 

30. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally painted with black 
pigment showing series of oblique 
bands , lower portion forming into 
'broom end' shape. 

31. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware, externally painted 
with black pigment showing a row of 
inverted triangles with a wavy line 
bordering it on the top and a 
horizontal line on the bottom. Few 
arched slashes are seen below. 

(iv) PLAIN POTTERY OF SUB-PERIOD III 
A & III B 

The plain pottery of sub-period III A 
has witnessed the continuation of some 
Chalcolithic ceramic traditions. However, 
the supply of coarse fabric red ware and 
gritty micacious red ware is more than its 
preceding period. Of medium to coarse 
fabric , the plain ware is occasionally 
slipped with mica mix self slip, red slip 
and brown slip . The black ware of medium 
to coarse fabric often treated with self-slip 
or without, occurs in more frequency than 
black and red ware. 

The black and red ware continues 
in lesser frequency. It is of coarse fabric 
with occasional burnished exterior. The 
shapes met with include vases with 
splayed out rim and constricted neck , 
vases with globular body, vases with 
inturned rim and globular body, 
pedestalled convex sided bowls , spouted 
vessels and dishes. 

The pottery of sub-period III B is 
marked by an increase of black and red 
ware and corresponding fall in the black 
ware, whereas , the red ware continues to 
remain as a dominant type of the 
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assemblage. There are noted as many as 
eight types of wares i.e. (i) coarse fabric 
gritty micacious self slipped red ware, (ii) 
coarse fabric dull read ware with red slip 
and mica dust mix brown slip, (iii) 
medium fabric burnished red war~, (iv) 
coarse fabric black and red ware (v) 
medium fabric burnished black and red 
ware, (vi) coarse fabric mica mix black 
slipped black ware, (vii) medium fabric 
black ware with mica mix brown slip and 
(viii) medium fabric burnished black ware. 

The important shapes met with 
includes vases with flared out thickened 
rim and externally grooved tapering neck, 
vases with internally grooved and 
thickened flared out rim, bowls, deep 
bowls with everted rims and conical 
shaped lid cum bowls. 

The representative pottery types of 
both the phases are described below. 

(Fig. 9.8) 

1. Fragment of a large basin of coarse 
fabric gritty micacious red ware, 
treated with red slip with internally 
cut and externally vertical thickened 
rim, and grooved shoulder showing 
serrated profile (sub-period III B). 

2 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware, externally treated 
with mica mix red slip with obliquely 
flared out rim, carinated neck and 
globular body (sub-period III A) . 

3. Fragment of a large bowl of coarse 
fabric red ware, treated with mica mix 
red slip with featureless rim and in 
turned oblique sides (sub-period III A). 

4. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware , externally treated with mica 
mix red slip showing splayed out rim 
with internally cut and grooved rim, 
showing carinated short concave neck 
and grooved convex sides forming 
globular body (sub-period III A). 

5. Fragment of vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, showing unoxidized black core 
and mica mix red slipped ware with 
splayed out featureless thickened rim, 
carinated short concave neck and 
externally grooved oblique sides (sub­
period III A). 

6. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware, treated with mica mix red 
slip showing plain thickened rim, 
externally grooved neck and inturned 
oblique sides. (Period III A). 

7. Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
burnished red ware with inturned 
featureless rim, convex sides and 
obliquely inturned carinated base 
(sub-period III B). 

8. Base fragment of a pedestal bowl of 
coarse fabric mica mix brown slipped 
ware with hollow circular ring-base , 
traces of luting in the upper portion 
(sub-period III A). 

9 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware, treated with self 
slip, a variant of Sl. No. 2 (sub-period 
III A). 

10. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
gritty micacious red ware, treated with 
self slip showing horizontally flared 
out, internally grooved thickened rim; 
externally multi grooved obliquely 
wider neck and oblique sides (sub­
period III B) . 

11. Fragment of a spouted water vessel of 
coarse fabric red ware, treated with 
mica mix dark brown slip showing 
obliquely inclined short featureless 
rim, ridged shoulder and convex sides 
with obliquely cut channelled spout 
(sub-period III B). 

12. Base fragment of a pedestal bowl of 
coarse fabric red ware , showing hollow 
circular base with oblique sides, 



flanged projection and concave profile 
(sub-period III A) . 

13. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , showing red slipped exterior and 
unoxidized grey core with internally 
curved splayed out grooved thickened 
rim, short concave neck and oblique 
sides (sub-period III B) . 

14. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware , treated with self 
slip showing splayed out, internally 
thickened !edged and grooved rim and 
concave neck (sub-period III B) . 

15. Fragment of a hand made vase of 
coarse fabric micacious dull red ware , 
showing unoxidized grey core splayed 
out featureless rim, internally 
carinated short concave neck and 
globular body (sub-period III B). 

16. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware, treated with self slip 
showing vertical thickened featureless 
rim and obliquely inturned convex 
sides (sub-period III B). 

17. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , treated with red slip showing 
unoxidized smoky core with internally 
grooved inturned thickened rim, short 
concave neck and oblique sides (sub­
period III B). 

18. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
black ware, externally treated with 
mica mix black slip showing spayed 
out featureless rim, internally 
carinated short concave neck and 
oblique sides (sub-period III B) . 

19 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
black burnished ware with externally 
grooved splayed out featureless rim, 
internally carinated short concave 
neck and oblique sides (sub-period III 
B). 

Excavations at Adam 

20. Fragment of a deep bowl of medium 
fabric , black and red ware with 
everted thin edged rim and convex 
sides (sub-period III B). 

21. Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
black and red ware with thickened, 
vertical, featureless rim convex sides, 
terminating into inturned oblique base 
showing carinated profile (sub-period 
III A). 

22. Fragment of a funnel shaped bowl of 
medium fabric burnished black ware 
with horizontally splayed out, short 
rim, externally grooved vertical neck 
and inturned oblique sides (sub­
period III A) . 

23 . Fragment of a deep bowl of medium 
fabric black and red ware with everted 
featureless rim and convex sides (sub­
period III A) . 

24. Fragment of a handi of medium fabric 
black ware , externally treated with 
mica mix self slip showing grooved 
splayed out rim, short concave neck, 
carinated interior and convex sides 
(sub-period III B). 

25. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with thin edged 
rim, showing a groove on exterior and 
incurved sides (sub-period III B). 

26 . Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
black slip, showing featureless vertical 
rim and inturned oblique sides with 
carinated profile (sub-period III B). 

27. A variant of Sl. No. 25 of medium 
fabric black and red ware with 
internally, obliquely undercut 
featureless rim and inturned sides 
(sub-period III A). 

D. PEIROD IV 

The ceramic assemblage of this 
period is characterized by the presence of 
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some more new shapes of mica mixed and 
plain red wares with and without slip of 
medium to coarse fabric. The red ware of 
brown and chocolate slips of the preceding 
period show a tendency of discontinuance. 
The black and red ware available in 
medium to coarse fabric shows a few 
shapes with thin section. Burnishing of 
this ware partially continues. Another 
notable feature is marked by drastic fall in 
the supply of black ware and black 
pain ted red ware. 

The occurrence of vases of the 
preceding period with flared out, 
featureless rim with constricted neck and 
multi-grooved neck has remarkably been 
reduced . It has been replaced by a variety 
of vases with undercut rim, drooping rim, 
beaded rim and chamfered rim. However, 
the basin of the preceding period has 
shown its occurrence with a variety of 
shapes with different types of rims and 
multi grooved exteriors. The bowls too 
have shown different profiles and rims. 
The overall shapes met with are vase, 
basin, bowl, dish and lid cum bowl. 

Barring a few red ware oblique sided 
funnel shaped bowls, majority of the black 
and red ware deep as well as shallow 
bowls show everted rims, with incurved 
side. In addition, the site has also 
witnessed a meagre supply of the 
diagnostic Northern Black Polished Ware 
and a few decorated red ware bearing 
applique and other design elements. The 
representative types are described below. 

(i) PLAIN POTTERY 

(Fig. 9.9) 

1. Fragment of a large basin of gritty 
micacious red ware, treated with mica 
mix red slip showing unoxidized grey 
core with internally grooved plain 
featureless rim distinguished by the 
external ridges and diminishing sides 
with serrated profile. 

Excavations at Adam 

2 . Variant of No. 1 with single ridge 
showing carinated profile and 
diminishing sides. 

3. Fragment of a large basin of coarse 
fabric red ware with externally plain 
and internally under out, thickened 
rim and externally grooved body. 

4. Fragment of a large basin of gritty 
micacious red ware , externally treated 
with mica mix red slip showing 
internally grooved vertical featureless 
rim with carinated profile. 

5 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with splayed out featureless rim 
and oblique shoulders. 

6 . Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric red 
ware, treated with red slip showing 
unoxidized smoky core with internally 
grooved and externally chamfered rim and 
oblique sides with oblique off set ridge. 

7. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware, externally treated with red 
slip showing unoxidized smoky core 
with incurved featureless rim, 
externally grooved neck and 
diminishing sides. 

8. Fragment of bowl of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally treated with red slip 
with internally grooved thickened rim, 
multi grooved upper exterior and 
convex sides. 

9. Variant of Sl. No. 7 showing vertical 
featureless rim and convex sides with 
the exterior, distinguished by a groove 
and ridge. 

10. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
buff slipped ware with splayed out 
internally grooved thickened rim, 
constricted neck and oblique 
shoulders. 

11. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with red slip 
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showing beaded vertical thickened rim 
characterized by externally grooved 
convex sides . 

12 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with mica mix 
red slip showing grooved and 
internally multi grooved splayed out 
featureless rim, constricted neck and 
oblique sides . 

13. Fragment of a handi of coarse fabric 
red ware , treated with mica mix red 
slip with internally and externally 
grooved splayed out rim and convex 
sides. 

14. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with plain featureless rim 
and incurved sides. 

15. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware , treated with red slip with 
incurved thickened rim, grooved on 
both sides and incurved sides . 

16. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, treated with red slip showing 
externally thickened, beaded rim and 
oblique sides 1 . 

(Fig. 9.10) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with internally 
bevelled and externally under cut 
thickened rim, short vertical neck and 
oblique shoulders. 

2. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with externally 
under cut, horizontally flared out 
thickened rim showing carinated 
interior and oblique sides marked by a 
groove on exterior. 

1. Reminiscent of Ahich chhatra lOa typ e , See A. 
Ghosh and K.C . Panigra hi , The Pottery of 
Ahich chha tra, District Ba reilly, U.P. AI, 1, 1946, p . 
4 3 , Fig. 1. 

3. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with internally 
obliquely cut and externally flared out, 
beaded, thickened rim and oblique 
shoulders. 

4 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip, showing 
internally under cut and grooved 
horizontally, elliptical thickened rim, 
externally grooved and short concave 
neck. 

5. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware with externally beaded out 
turned rim, short vertical neck and 
semi convex sides. 

6. Fragment of a shallow dish of medium 
fabric red slipped ware with 
horizontally elliptical rim and short 
concave sides terminating into sagger 
base showing carinated profile . 

7 . Variant of No. 3 with grooved interior 
and prominent concave neck. 

8. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware with internally beaded 
thickened rim and obliquely swollen 
sides. 

9. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with internally under cut nail 
headed rim and externally grooved 
convex sides. 

10. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, externally treated with red 
slip showing internally sloppy and 
externally under cut vertical thickened 
rim and concave neck. 

11. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware treated with red slip with 
externally grooved short and out 
curved, thickened rim and globular 
body. 

12 . Fragment of a lid cum bowl of medium 
fabric red ware with beaded thickened 



rim, oblique shoulders, flanged waist 
and sagger base . 

13. A variant of No. 12 of unslipped red 
ware with short vertical featurele s 
rim flanged waist and oblique sides. 

14. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with outturned, under cut, 
thickened, dropping rim and concave 
neck. 

15 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica mix black ware with flared out, 
internally bevelled and externally 
thickened rim and short concave neck 
with carinated interior. 

16. Fragment of a jar of plain red ware 
with internally carinated neck and 
pear shaped body. 

17. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black ware with externally grooved, 
everted rim and convex sides . 

18 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with flared, 
horizontally elliptical rim and 
externally multi grooved concave neck. 

19. Bowl of medium fabric red ware with 
featureless vertical rim and inturned 
oblique sides connected to circular 
pedestal base. 

20. Fragment of a bowl of fine fabric red 
ware with plain featureless rim, 
grooved interior and flat base. 

21. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware, treated with red slip 
showing thickened vertical rim, 
grooved interior and oblique sides. 

22 . Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
deep red ware with horizontally flared 
elliptical rim, internally carinated 
short concave neck, obliquely 
expanding sides terminating into 
sagger base showing carinated profile . 

23. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware with externally grooved 
vertical rim, followed by concave neck. 

24. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with featureless 
rim, vertical sides and incurved base. 

25 . Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware with flared out rim, short 
concave neck showing carinated 
interior and convex sides. 

26 . Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
black and red ware with featureless 
everted rim, semi-convex sides and 
flat base . 

27. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
with everted rim and convex sides , 
showing features of sagger base. 

28. Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
black and red ware with vertically thin 
edged featureless , rim, straight sides 
and flat base. 

29. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with sharpened 
rim and incurved sides. 

30. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware treated with red slip with 
splayed out featureless rim internally 
painted with a horizontal line in black 
pigment and constricted neck. 

31. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with everted rim, 
convex sides, showing features of flat 
base. 

32. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with plain 
featureless rim and incurved side. 

33 . A variant of No. 30 of a vase of 
medium fabric red ware with splayed 
out featureless rim, internally painted 
with a horizontal line in black. 
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34. Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
black and red ware with vertical 
featureless rim and externally grooved 
and incurved sides . 

35. Fragment of bowl of medium fabric 
black and red ware with vertical 
featureless rim and incurved sides. 

(ii) NORTHERN BLACK POLISHED 
WARE 

The distinct Northern Black Polished 
Ware (NBPW), distinguished by its striking 
lustrous surface and metallic structure is 
widely reported from the Gangetic basin. 
Krishna Deva and Wheeler have coined 
the name of this ware and published a 
distribution map l. But the nomenclature 
of this ware appears somewhat misleading 
when the ware has now been found 
distributed beyond the Ganga plains and 
the sherds other than of black colours 
have also come to light .. A couple of 
excavated sites of the Wardha-Wainganga 
valley namely Kaundinyapura2 and Pauni3 
have reported this ware in a stratified 
context. 

The site has reported thirteen NBPW 
sherds of well lavigeted fine monochrome 
variety of steel grey shiny black and 
metallic blue colour. Couple of specimens 
bear a thin layer of pinkish shade in 
between the glossy surface and greyish 
core. But for three specimens all show 
thin section. Of the thirteen specimens 
nine are described below: 

(Pl. 9.1) 

1. Fragment of a bowl with metallic blue 
surface showing featureless rim and 
vertical side. The greyish section 

1. Kris hna Deva and R.E.M. Wheeler, Northern Black 
Polish ed Ware, Appendix A, AI, 1, 1946, pp. 55-58, 
fig . 11. 

2. M.G. Dikshit, Excavations at Kaundinyapura, 
Bombay, 1968, p .35 . 

3. Amarendra Nath , Further Excavations at Pauni 
1994, p. 3 1, fig. 12 . 

show a thin pinkish layer below 
polished surface on either sides, 
striation marks are seen on the eith er 
side. 

2. Fragment of a bowl of metallic blue 
surface with slender featureless rim 
and convex sides. The greyish section 
shows a thin pinkish layer below 
polished surface on either side. 

3. Fragment of a bowl with shiny black 
surface showing a thin greyish 
section, marked by pinkish layer 
below polished surface on either side. 

4. Fragment of a bowl with shiny black 
surface, showing a thin greyish 
section, marked by pinkish layer 
below polished surface on eith er side. 

5 . Fragment of a bowl with shiny black 
surface, showing featureless rim and 
vertical sides , greying section. 

6. Fragment of a bowl with shiny black 
surface showing a thin greyish section 
of pinkish layer below polish ed 
surface on either side . 

7. Fragment of a pot with vertical sides 
in steel grey colour marked by a thin 
section and striated interior. 

8. Base fragment of a dish in shiny black 
colour marked by a thin section and 
striated interior. 

9 . Fragment of a bowl in steel grey colour 
showing the section. The interior IS 

marked by silver like glossy surface. 

(iii) DECORATED POTTERY 

The site has witnessed the advent 
of decorated pottery in this period 
distinguished by applique and stamped 
decoration. It is observed that frequency of 
decorated ware in relation to the plain 
wares of this period is very less . The 
material evidence though less m 
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quantum, does indicate about the 
existence of a specialized craft of pottery 
de.coration that had made a humble 
beginning at the site. The decorations are 
noticed largely on medium fabric red ware 
and huge storage jars of coarse fabric red 
ware invariably treated with red slip. The 
vase shapes show applique decoration of 
horizontal band with roundels . However 
large storage jars are extensively 
decorated. The decoration pattern 
comprises geometric, floral , animal and 
auspicious symbols . Five fragments of 
storage jar are described below. A storage 
bin embellished with floral and faunal 
design elements is described separately. 

(Pl. 9. 7; Fig. 9.11) 

1. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric red ware showing unoxidized 
black core. The applique band is 
decorated with a series of medal. Here, 
it depicts a floral motif having six 
circular petals arranged around a 
circular carpel. Another petal of medal 
is at lower right (Pl. 9. 7). 

2. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric micacious red ware treated with 
self-slip showing unoxidized smoky 
core . The decoration over shoulder 
comprises a horizontal applique band 
showing a set of three roundels, 
triangular notches occur below the 
band, placed between the roundels. 

3. Fragment of a jar of coarse fabric red 
ware showing unoxidized smoky core, 
and externally treated with mica mix 
pale brown slip , the decoration 
comprises a row of overlapping circles . 

4 . Fragment of a large storage vase of 
coarse fabric micacious red ware , 
externally treated with mica mix 
bright red slip showing a horizontal 
band of applique roundels. 

5. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric mica mix dull red ware showing 

unoxidized smoky core and an 
applique decoration compnsmg a 
band of applique roundel followed by a 
horizontal applique band bearing 
series of oblique indentation. 

(a) Storage Bin 

(Pl. 9.2, Pl. 9.6) 

Heavy duty fragments of a 
handmade storage bin have been seen on 
a floor being reused as pavement in the 
cuttings of trench no. R14 (Pl. 9.6). Some 
of the fragments retrieved from the floor 
have been restored carefully to give a 
shape to the bin (Pl. 9.2) . It now a gives a 
look of large storage bin of cylindrical 
shape with a flat base . The exterior 
portion is tastefully decorated with floral 
and faunal motif. It is of coarse fabric red 
ware showing thick section and diamond 
shaped heavy carinated rim, marked by 
two rows of stamped conical on the upper 
and lower outer surface and few 
horizontal hatchings restricted to the 
upper surface. The hemispherical exterior 
portion of the bin bears composite 
decoration showing a five armed radiating 
motif within a circle and surrounded 
alternately by triratna and floral 
medallions all along. To the left is seen a 
nandipada and two more flower 
medallions above and below. One large 
circular floral motif of applique variety 
with six hi-petals , a central carpel and a 
stalk is depicted on the further left 
followed by a large oblique line marked by 
a spiral end at left top occurring over the 
head of a surging elephant to right. There 
are a couple of floral medallions seen 
below and above the trunk, besides a 
circular vent in the lower part. The vent 
either functioned as outlet or for air 
circulation inside the bin as preventive 
measure for grains. Below the decorative 
elements, a chain like border of double 
rows can be seen. 



'
I 
~
7
 

/ 

4 7 

{ 
J 

3 
\

_ 
•
•
 

-
u

 
•
-

15
1 

_
)
 

16
 

5 e
f-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

7
' 

, 
.. 

1 
(?>

 

13
 

, 
'~
 

~-

\ \ 

~
I 

( 
x: 

=s I
 

16
~
 

?
-,

 

"
''

 
I} 

_
7

/ 

2
0

 

19
 

..
.,

j 

7 _f 

·' 
~I 

<
 

\ 

___
 _

/ 
21

 
2

3
 

S
C

A
L

E
 

5 
0 

5 
1

0
 

1
5

C
M

 

F
ig

. 
9

.1
2

 :
 P

la
in

 p
o

tt
er

y
, 

re
d

 w
ar

e,
 P

er
io

d
 V

 

~ 8 ~ p .....
 a·
 

;::!
 

(/
) p .....
 
~
 

P
. 

p ;3
 



The Pottery ........ -.. ...... .....,..,~~~~~~~·-~---~--

E. PERIOD V 

The ceramic assemblage of this 
period shows emergence of new wares and 
intricate decorative patterns that 
revolutionized overall ceramic assemblage 
at the site . Barring, the large storage jars 
and vases , majority of the shapes were 
formed out of fast wheel. Besides a few 
black and red ware varieties, the principal 
types of wares noted are (i) coarse fabric 
gritty micacious red ware with self slip, (ii) 
coarse fabric red ware with red or grey 
slip , (iii) medium fabric red and dull red 
wares of red brown and chocolate slip , (iv) 
fine fabric red polished ware (RPW) , (v) 
fine fabric unslipped red ware and (vi) fine 
fabric kaolin ware. The above specified 
categories represent both decorated and 
plain varieties. 

Apparently, the qualitative and 
quantitative upsurge m the ceramic 
industry during this period is further 
compounded by the occurrences of other 
cultural components, indicating a 
paradigm shift in the economic pattern of 
the site. Exemplary ceramic components 
of the site testify as indicator of mass 
production and consumption systems and 
also serve as a distinctive feature of this 
period. Some of the ceramic types found 
a t the site namely decorated wares of red 
and kaolin variety, red polished ware, 
Megarian ware, rouletted ware, multi­
lipped vessels, knobbed ware, cut ware 
etc. , described below, are testimonials to 
the above noted statement. 

(i) PLAIN POTTERY 

The plain pottery of this period 
witnessed the continuation of some of the 
preceding pottery types , besides 
introduction of some new characteristic 
type , predominantly of red ware tradition . 
A notable feature of the assemblage is the 
sporadic occurrence of black and red ware 
and diminishing frequency of black ware. 
A lusture in the ceramic industry was 

gained with the introduction of fine fabric 
red polished ware and gray ware. The 
kaolin ware is available in the short 
supply while the other diagnostic 
Satavahana ceramic, namely russet 
coated ware is conspicuously absent. 

Among the plain variety, seven 
prominent types have been classified from 
the assemblage, namely, (i) coarse fabric 
micacious red ware , (ii) coarse fabric red 
ware with mica mix red slip, (iii) medium 
fabric dull red ware , (vi) medium fabric red 
ware treated with red or brown slip, (v) 
fine fabric polished red ware , (vi) fine 
fabric unslipped red ware, (vii) fine fabric 
kaolin ware and (viii) grey ware. 

The shapes met with include vase, 
jar, sprinkler, basin, bowl, lid cum bowl, 
lid, cup, lamp, miniature pots and other 
types. The types of each shape are listed 
below: 

(i) Vase: The types of vases , noticed 
consists of (a) storage vases with thick 
flared pointed rim , concave neck and 
convex sides, (b) vases with flared out 
drooping thickened rim, short concave 
neck and globular body, (c) vases with 
collared rim and globular body, (d) 
vases with out turned thickened rim 
and convex sides , (e) vases with out 
turned thickened flared rim and 
oblique sides, (f) vases with externally 
under cut drooping rim, tapering neck 
and oblique sides, (g) vases with 
externally chamfered rim and oblique 
sides, (h) vases , with multi lipped 
wavy rim, vertical neck, oblique 
shoulder, and inturned or straight 
sides and (i) vases with squatted 
bicone sides, predominantly made on 
red ware of coarse fabric to medium 
and fine fabric polished red ware. 
Majority of the shapes are turned in 
fast wheel , while a few are hand made. 

(ii) Jars: The storage jar shapes are 
having thick nail headed rim with 
oblique sides and thick faceted rim 
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with a surface of gritty micacious or 
coarse fabric red ware of hand made 
variety . 

(iii) Sprinklers: The types of sprinklers 
shapes noted are (a) long conical 
necked sprinkler with conical shaped 
nozzle and globular body and (b) long 
tapering neck globular body and 
cylindrical nozzle with or without 
inlet. Some of the sprinklers were 
provided with either a single or double 
air passage holes . Made of medium to 
fine fabric plain or polished red wares. 

(iv) Basins: The types of basins noted are 
(a) thick nail headed rim and incurved 
sides of larger variety, (b) flared out 
rim and straight convex sides of 
common variety and (c) basins with 
curved sides and decorated handles, 
made of medium to coarse fabric red 
ware. 

(v) Bowls: The important types noted in 
bowl include (a) bowl with featureless 
rim, oblique sides and string cut base, 
(b) bowl with plain featureless rim 
incurved sides and flat base, (c) bowl 
with inverted rim and carinated sides 
and (d) bowl with thin , beaded rim 
and grooved exterior, made of fine to 
medium fabric red ware and fine 
fabric kaolin ware . 

(vi) Lids: The prominent types in lids 
noted are (a) lid with short featureless 
rim, semi-spherical profile and with or 
without knob , (b) saucer shaped lid 
with knob and (c) lid with flanged 
waist and curved profile made of 
medium to coarse fabric. 

(vii) Cups: The types noticed in cups are 
confined to cup with sharpened rim 
and oblique sides and cup with button 
stand. Made of fine to medium fabric 
red ware . 

(viii) Dish: The important types met in 
this category include (a) shallow dish 
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with flared out rim and carinated base 
and (b) dish with incurved featureless 
rim and straight sides, flat base made 
of medium fabric dull red ware to 
brick red ware and fine fabric polished 
red ware. 

In addition, the other shapes noted 
include (i) spouted water vessels of 
medium to coarse fabric , dull to bright red 
ware , (ii) lamps of plain and beaked 
variety on coarse fabric red ware , (iii) 
multi flanged finials of medium to coarse 
fabric red ware , occasionally treated with 
mica mix fine red slip, and (iv) miniature 
pottery, the shapes of which ranges from a 
variety of vases , bowls, lids and to jar 
types of fine to coarse fabric red ware 
predominantly treated with bright red slip. 

The selected plain pottery types 
have been described with the help of 
illustrations. 

(Fig. 9.12) 

1. Bowl of coarse fabric red ware with 
externally chamfered and internally 
undercut sloppy thickened oblique 
rim and sides showing corrugated 
profile . 

2 . Fragment of a large storage jar of 
coarse fabric red ware showing 
unoxidized smoky core with internally 
under cut and externally grooved and 
under cut, thickened, nail headed rim 
and oblique sides. 

3 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
gritty micacious grey ware , treated 
with brown slip , showing out turned 
thickened, flanged rim and oblique 
shoulder. 

4 . Fragment of a pear shaped jar of 
medium fabric red ware with 
externally grooved, beaded out turned 
rim and oblique shoulder. 



5. Fragment of a storage vase of coarse 
fabric gritty micacious red ware 
showing unoxidized smoky core with 
internally grooved and externally 
undercut, flared out, horizontally 
projected-faceted rim, externally multi 
grooved short concave neck and 
oblique sides. 

6 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with internally grooved, round 
thickened rim and oblique sides. 

7. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with horizontally elliptical 
rim and externally grooved oblique 
sides showing corrugated profile . 

8. Fragment of a large storage jar of 
coarse fabric micacious red ware with 
externally horizontally pointed 
thickened rim and oblique sides. 

9. Fragment of a handi of medium fabric 
red ware with obliquely inclined 
featureless rim, horizontally flanged 
shoulder and externally grooved 
convex sides. 

10. Fragment of a handi of medium fabric 
red ware, externally treated with mica 
mix red slip, showing unoxidized 
smoky core with externally under cut 
horizontally drooping rim, oblique 
sides with ridged exterior, with 
corrugated profile and carinated 
sagger base. 

11. Fragment of a large storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware, showing an 
unoxidized grey core with externally 
under cut and internally grooved, 
horizontally pointed thickened rim 
and concave neck. 

12. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware , externally treated with mica mix 
red slip showing flared out externally 
grooved thickened rim, beaded 
concave neck with corresponding 
groove on interior and oblique sides . 

13. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, externally treated with mica 
mix red slip showing internally 
carinated, externally under cut, flared 
out drooping rim marked by grooves 
on edge, externally grooved oblique 
shoulders and incurved sides. 

14. Fragment of a handi of coarse fabric 
red ware with black core and 
externally treated with red slip 
showing horizontally flared out under 
cut rim with carinated exterior, 
externally grooved oblique shoulders 
and incurved base. 

15. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware with externally ridged, 
thickened vertical rim showing 
grooved interior and incurved sides. 

16. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware with flared out, internally 
carinated and externally undercut 
drooping rim, short concave neck, 
externally multi grooved shoulder 
showing globular body. 

17. Fragment of a shallow bowl of medium 
fabric red ware externally treated with 
mica mix red slip, unoxidized smoky 
core, showing externally obliquely 
chamfered, sharp edged rim and 
grooved incurved sides. 

18. Fragment of a shallow handi of ill fired 
coarse fabric micacious red ware 
showing grey core with flared out 
thickened, internally grooved rim, 
externally grooved oblique sides and 
sagger base showing carination at the 
base. 

19. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with externally and internally 
grooved flat and short collared rim 
and globular body. 

20. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with externally 
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grooved collared rim and oblique sides 
showing carinated profile. 

2 1. Variant of No. 9 of coarse fabric dull 
red ware showing unoxidized smoky 
core with short featureless vertical 
rim, horizontally flared out neck and 
externally grooved oblique sides. 

22. Fragment of a large vase of coarse 
fabric red ware treated with red slip 
showing flared out, externally under 
cut beaded rim and oblique sides. 

23 . Fragment of a deep bowl of medium 
fabric red ware with internally grooved 
flared out thickened rim, and 
externally grooved incurved sides . 

(ii) RED POLISHED WARE 

The red polished ware reported at 
th e site is of fine lavigated clay with an 
evenly fired smooth surface, varying in 
colour lacquer red to dull brown, 
reminiscent of Roman 'Samian' ware 1 and 
other red wares of eastern Mediterranean 
affinity. 

The red polished ware came to be 
recognised as one of the most important 
ceramic industries of the early Historic 
period and christened as such after the 
excavation at Amreli. It occurs in 
quantities and in a few distinct forms 
invariably from the Saka-Satavahana 
horizons of western India and south­
central Deccan. Besides Adam, red 
polished ware has been reported from over 
forty sites , including Amra, Braoch, 
Devnimori, Dhalwa, Dwarka, Jokha, 
Karwan, Lakhabawal, Nagara, Prabhas­
Patna, Rojdi, Somnath, Shamlaji, 
Timbarva and Vadnagar in Gujarat­
Saurashtra, and Arni, Bhokardan, 
Junnar, Kanheri , Nevasa, Paunar, Pauni, 
Prakash, Ter and Paithan in Maharashtra. 
Stray finds of this ware have been 

1. B. Subbara o, Persona lity of India, M.S . Univers ity , 
Baroda, 19 58 , pp . 46-4 7 & 137. 

reported at other sites like Besnagar, 
Eran, Maheshwar and Tripuri in Madhya 
Pradesh and Antichak in Bihar. The 
Andhra-Karnataka sites associated with 
this ware are Keesargutta, Kotilinga, 
Peddamarurrur, Peddabankur, Satanikota 
and Vadgaon Madhavpur. 

Illustrated below are examples of 
some of the red polished ware along with 
other red wares . 

(Fig. 9.13) 

1. A ring footed cup of red polished ware 
of fine fabric showing slightly out 
turned featureless rim, externally 
grooved with S curved profile2. 

2. Fragment of a sprinkler of fine fabric 
red polished ware with long concave 
neck marked by conical shaped nozzle 
at top and globular body. The interior 
shows unoxidized smoky core and 
luted marks . 

3. Fragment of a narrow necked water 
vessel of fine fabric red polished ware 
with obliquely chamfered , featureless 
rim and concave sides provided with 
concealed air-channel. 

4. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric , 
red ware with nozzle like rim and 
concave neck, both separated by a 
flange and followed by grooved 
oblique shoulder. 

2. A somewha t s imila r type of cup (pya la) has been 
reported in the famous Bra hmapuri hoard , see 
Ka rl Kha ndalavala , Brahma puri, A Cons ideration 
of the Meta l Objects found in the Kundan gar 
Hoard, La lit Ka la 7, p : 69, pl. XXII , fig. 39-4 0. It is 
recognised as 'cala thiscu s ', a pot of Gra eco­
Roma n origin , see R.D . Puma, The Roman 
Bronzes from Kolha pur, RAIST, p. 9 5 , fig. 5 .2 1-22 , 
a lso see the base of a relief from N agarjuna-Ka nda, 
refer A. H. Longhurs t , The Buddhis t Antiqu ities of 
Nagarjuna-Konda , MAS! 54 , 1938, pl. XXX!Va; 
Kha ndalavala , op. cit. , fig. 59. 



5 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
dull red ware with funnel shaped, 
externally grooved long neck showing 
externally chamfered, flared out 
channelled rim. 

6 . Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
polished ware with sloppy nail headed 
rim grooved externally and internally 
and concave neck. 

7. A type of sprinkler (kundika) without a 
spout but with long concave neck and 
featureless rim with plain surface, of 
fine fabric red polished ware with 
convex sides and flat base 1• 

8. Fragment of a pot of fine fabric red 
polished ware with internally grooved 
sloppy out curved rim, long concave 
neck and externally grooved shoulder 
with a perforation for air passage. 

9 . Fragment of a lota type pot of medium 
fabric red ware with horizontally 
elliptical and internally grooved rim, 
short concave neck and externally 
grooved oblique sides. 

10. Fragment of a pot of medium fabric 
red ware , showing unoxidized grey 
core with externally sloppy , edged rim, 
short concave neck and globular body, 
decorated on shoulder with series of 
incised triangular notches. 

11. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with horizontally flared , under 
cut rim, funnel shaped neck and 
oblique shoulder externally grooved at 
neck junction. 

1. The sha pe of the sprinkler is reminiscent of the 
Graeco-Roman pottery types . Hence scholar s have 
suggested its n on -India n origin , see M.N. 
Deshpa nde, Roma n pottery in India , in B.P. Sinha 
(ed) Potteries in Ancientlndia, Pa tna 19 69 , pp. 275-
284 . For other views, cf. Arun K. Nag , 
Identification and Origin of the Sprinkler , in Sri 
Dinescandrika: Studies in Indology, ed . B.N. 
Mukherjee et al. 1983 , 389-395 ; S . Kershaw, A 
Chinese Buddhist Wa ter Vessel a nd its Indian 
Prototype , Artibus Asiae, 2 /3 , 1928-29 , pp . 122-
141. 
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12. Fragment of a miniature lota of fine 
fabric red polished ware with 
outturned rim , oblique sides and 
sagger base showing unoxidized 
smoky interior. 

13. Fragment of a pot of medium fabric 
dull red ware , externally treated with 
brown slip showing internally grooved 
and externally under cut drooping 
rim, short concave neck and globular 
body decorated around neck with a 
row of short triangular notches 
followed by series of conical 
impressions in two rows. 

14. Fragment of a basin type bowl of fine 
fabric red polished ware with everted 
rim flat top, short concave neck and 
convex sides. 

15. Fragment of neck portion of a vase of 
medium fabric red ware with flared 
out multi-lipped rim and externally 
multi grooved long concave neck2. 

16. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware , externally treated with mica 
mix red slip with internally grooved 
and externally undercut dropping rim, 
oblique sided neck and out curved 
shoulder bearing two rows of 
triangular incisions. 

17. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with out turned short rim, 
oblique sides and sagger base showing 
carinated profile. 

18. Fragment of a goblet shaped vessel 
with button shaped stand of fine 
fabric red ware showing unoxidized 
smoky core treated with red slip on 
both surfaces3. 

2 . For further details see fig. 9 .29 ofthis report . 

3 . The sh ape of button based goblet is reminiscent to 
the one found in the Ma ture Hara ppa n context . 
Finding it in early Historical context is a rare 
phenom en on , however , there are a few examples of 
globula r cups with button base reported from 
Kanchipuram , see K.V. Ra ma n , Further Eviden ce 
of Roman Trade from Coastal Sites in Ta mil Nadu, 



19. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware with concave neck, beaded 
rim and globular profile. 

20. A variant of No. 4 with prominent 
!edged neck and elongated nozzle of 
coarse fabric red ware externally 
treated with red slip. 

21 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with externally everted and 
internally grooved beaded rim. 

22. Fragment of a saucer shaped lid of 
medium fabric red ware, treated with 
red slip with oblique sides and 
featureless rim showing central knob 
fashioned like a miniature pot with 
wavy mouth. 

23. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with externally collared and 
internally grooved everted rim, 
diminishing sides and flat base. 

24 . Fragment showing neck portion of a 
vase of coarse fabric red ware with 
small vertical featureless rim marked 
by horizontal beading and concave 
sides. 

25. Fragment of a handi of medium fabric 
red ware treated with red slip showing 
unoxidized smoky core with out 
turned rim, short concave neck and 
convex sides. 

26. Fragment of a dish of fine fabric red 
polished ware showing unoxidized 
smoky core with flared under cut rim, 
internally grooved with corresponding 
external ridge and incurved sides 
terminating into sagger base. 

RIAST, p . 127, fig. 7.3. Incidentally , fragments of 
globular cups with button base h ave also been 
reported from Adam , published elsewhere, see 
Amarendra Nath , Antiquities of Graeco-Roman 
Affinity from Adam: An Inland Mart of Central India, 
EastandWest, 45(1-4) , 1995, p . 159,fig.10-5, 7. 

27 . Fragment of a miniature handi of 
medium fabric red ware with under 
cut beaded rim, short neck with a 
ridge and convex sides. 

28. Fragment of a miniature pot of 
medium fabric dull red ware with 
almost vertical featureless rim and 
convex sides. 

29 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with externally beaded under 
cut rim and incurved sides . 

30. Fragment of a basin of fine fabric red 
ware, externally treated with red slip 
showing flared out featureless rim 
short carinated neck, vertical sides 
and sagger base . 

31 . Fragment of a handi of fine fabric red 
polished ware with flared out rim 
short concave neck and convex sides 
marked by a band of three grooves on 
shoulder. 

(Fig. 9.14) 

Illustrated here are miniature 
vessels. Some of these have either served 
as ritualistic vessels while a few as 
measuring pots and crucibles of 
goldsmiths. 

1. Miniature vase of medium fabric red 
ware with splayed out featureless rim, 
concave neck and convex sides resting 
over flat circular base. 

2. Miniature pot of medium fabric red 
ware treated with red slip, with short 
flared out rim,. bicone sides showing 
carinated profile and pedestal base. 

3. Miniature pot of coarse fabric red ware 
treated with red slip splayed out rim, 
concave neck and convex sides 
terminating to flat circular base. 
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4 . Miniature pot of coarse fabric red ware 
with beaded, out turned rim, globular 
body and pedestal base. 

5 . Fragment of a miniature vase of 
coarse fabric red ware , treated with 
red slip, showing splayed out rim, 
convex sides and flat circular base. 

6. Miniature pot of fine fabric 
micacious dull red ware, treated 
with red slip showing beaded, out 
turned rim, oblique shoulder, 
grooved carinated sides and flat 
circular base . 

7 . Miniature vase of fine fabric dull red 
ware treated with red slip, showing 
flared out, externally pointed and 
internally grooved rim, concave neck, 
distinguished by a groove over 
shoulder, bicone sides and flat 
circular base. 

8. Miniature bowl of medium fabric red 
ware with externally chamfered knife 
edged rim and circular pedestal base. 

9. Miniature vase of medium fabric red 
ware with outturned, externally 
pointed rim, short concave neck and 
convex sides with flat circular base. 

10. Miniature pot of medium fabric red 
ware with chamfered knife edged rim 
convex sides and circular pedestal 
base. 

11. Miniature vase of coarse fabric red 
ware showing partly outturned 
externally chamfered rim, short 
concave neck and convex sides with 
flat circular pedestal base. 

12. Miniature pot of fine fabric red ware , 
treated with mica mix red slip , with 
slightly outturned featureless rim, 
externally and internally grooved 
parallel sided neck and globular body 
terminating into flat base. 

13. Variant of No. 4 showing out turned 
beaded rim and thick section. 

14. Variant of No . 1 and 3 showing 
internally grooved neck and partly 
corrugated interior. 

15. Miniature pot of coarse fabric red ware 
with boarded rim showing sagger base 
and convex sides. 

16. Variant of No. 3 of fine fabric 
micacious red ware treated with red 
slip showing everted rim, globular 
body and flat circular base. 

17. Fragment of a miniature vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with externally 
obliquely cut vertical featureless rim, 
parallel-sided neck and convex sides 
with flat circular base. 

18. Variant of No. 11 showing short 
bicone sides and partly outturned 
extended vertical featureless rim, 
coarse fabric red ware. 

19. Miniature pot of fine fabric, black 
slipped black ware with flared out, 
externally drooping and internally 
grooved rim, concave neck 
distinguished by groove on both 
surfaces and globular body 
terminating in to flat circular base. 

20. Miniature bowl of medium fabric red 
ware with everted featureless rim, 
incurved sides and flat circular base. 

21 . Miniature cup of coarse fabric dull red 
ware with flat, thickened, internally 
undercut rim oblique sides and flat 
base. 

22. Miniature bowl of coarse fabric dull 
red ware with externally obliquely cut 
featureless rim, diminishing sides and 
flat circular base. 



23. Miniature cup of coarse fabric red 
ware with splayed out featureless rim, 
concave sides and flat circular base. 

24. Miniature cup of coarse fabric red 
ware with almost vertical featureless 
rim, oblique sides and flat circular 
base. 

25 . Fragment of a miniature pot of coarse 
fabric black ware with chamfered rim, 
convex sides and button base. 

26 . Miniature vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with externally chamfered rim, 
constricted neck, oblique shoulders 
and corrugated body with end portion 
obliquely terminating to flat circular 
base. 

27. Miniature bowl of medium fabric red 
ware with short vertical rim, flanged 
lip, oblique sides and flat circular 
base. 

28 . Variant of No . 27 , with featureless rim 
externally oblique cut, roughly 
horizontally projected sides and flat 
circular base. 

29. Miniature cup of coarse fabric red 
ware with everted rim showing flat 
surface, almost vertical sides forming 
a ridge and terminating into flat 
circular base. 

30. Miniature vase of medium fabric red 
ware with long vertical featureless rim, 
bicone sides and flat circular base. 

31. Fragment of a miniature vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with chamfered 
rim, convex sides and flat circular 
base. 

32. Miniature vase of coarse fabric dull 
red ware , with externally obliquely cut 
featureless rim, bicone sides and flat 
circular base. 
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33 . Fragment of earthen lamp of coarse 
fabric red ware , with externally 
obliquely cut featureless rim and 
drooping sides terminating into flat 
circular base. 

34. Miniature tumbler of coarse fabric red 
ware with externally obliquely cut rim, 
concave sides forming a ridge below 
and terminating into flat circular 
base. 

35. Miniature bowl of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip, with nail 
headed rim showing flanged profile 
and flat circular base. 

36. Miniature bowl of coarse fabric red 
ware with externally grooved everted 
rim, incurved sides, terminating into 
sagger base. 

37. Miniature cup, of coarse fabric red 
ware marked by flared mouth and 
concave sides with flat circular base. 

38. Earthen lamp of coarse fabric red 
ware with short vertical featureless 
rim and flanged sides with flat 
circular base . 

39. Miniature dish of fine fabric dull red 
ware with beaded rim, externally 
grooved oblique sides and flat circular 
base. 

40. Miniature bowl of coarse fabric red 
ware with vertical featureless rim, 
incurved sides and flat circular base. 

41. Miniature jar of medium fabric red 
ware with everted rim, concave neck 
and convex sides , hand made . 

42 . Miniature lid cum bowl of medium 
fabric red ware treated with red slip 
with flat featureless rim externally 
grooved neck, flanged waist and 
dropping sides terminating into sagger 
base. 



The Pottery 

(iii) DECORATED POTTERY 

(a) Introduction 

Though the fragments of decorated 
pottery start occurring in a limited way 
from the preceding period IV, its 
qualitative and quantitative impact is felt 
in period V. The decorative elements are of 
artistic merit. A few of these wares have 
travelled a long distance while some 
seemingly designed and manufactured 
locally. 

The sudden rise in the occurrence of 
decorated pottery from this horizon may 
be attributed to the flourishing extra 
territorial trade activity on the trans­
Vindhyan trade route. The strategic 
location and the antiquarian richness of 
the s ite corroborate the role the site had 
played during the Satavahana times. 

The important ceramic shapes of 
decorative variety includes vases with 
thick out-turned rim globular body and 
long concave neck, vases with oblique 
shoulders and straight sides, vases with 
flared out rim with vertical neck and 
convex sides, vases with squarish bicone 
sides , basins with nail headed rim and 
externally chamfered and under cut rim 
and curved sides, storage jars with thick 
nail headed rim, bowls with featureless 
thin oblique sides with string cut base, 
handle portions and cup shapes . 

The decorative design elements are 
largely native in character. Wide range of 
wares and shapes has been subjected to 
decorations. On technological ground, the 
decorated wares can broadly be grouped 
into following categories (a) stamped, (b) 
incised, (c) applique, (d) corded and (e) 
perforated and (f) cut wares. 

Stamped Decoration: 

The stamped or embossed variety 
predominantly out number other 
categories of decorated pottery. It 

represents a gamut of design elements 
comprising geometric , floral and bird 
motif. A significant amount of decorative 
symbols on the pots are of religious 
nature, perhaps indicating some kind of 
ritualistic purpose. Important types in 
geometric variety include series of 
triangle , perfect converging lines , rows of 
conical, latticed squares, ribbed lines, and 
diamond patterns, while in floral variety 
noted are series of intricate petal motifs , 
flower medallions , and rosette patterns. 
The faunal motifs are represented by 
rows of winged birds and fishes . Among 
the auspicious category fall signs of the 
triratna of varying forms from simple 
three pronged type to complex multi 
pronged variety with pedestal base 
bearing swastika or miniature triratna 
symbols. The pumakumbha motif also 
falls in this category. 

Incised Decoration: 

The incised variety of decoration 
comprises of triangular notches , group of 
horizontal lines , group of circular 
inc1s10ns, group of wavy lines and 
suspended triangles with hatching, series 
of semi circular strokes and floral designs . 
The decorations are mostly confined to 
vases , storage jars and bowls. 

Applique Decoration: 

The types noticed in applique variety 
of decorations comprises series of 
roundels within single or in multiple rows , 
followed by series of ovalish impressions 
panelled by wavy lines , floral and animal 
motifs and a unique representation of 
Gajalakshmi on the outer surface of 
fragmentary storage jar (Pl. 6 .19). These 
decorative patterns ·were much evolved 
from its preceding period and were 
confined to shapes like large vases , 
storage jars and terracotta rings . 
Representations of elephant and foliage 
motifs start occurring from Period IV 
(Pl. 9 .2) which further evolve in Period V 
(Pl. 6.45A). 
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Corded Decoration: 

Under this category the designs have 
been obtained by pressing string or rope 
made from several twisted strands during 
th e lather hard stage, against the pot~ 

The design elements of cord impressions 
comprise single loop of Brahmi letter 'ma' 
type, multi loops , geometric pattern of 
series of converging and horizontal lines, 
rows of suspended and opposite semi 
circles and multi petal motifs . The shapes 
on which these signs have been noted 
include vase, jar and tumbler of medium 
to coarse fabric . 

Perforated Vessels: (Fig. 9.35) 

Examples of perforated vessels start 
figuring in a limited way from sub-period 
III B. Its percentage increases in period V. 
The diameter of the perforation made at 
th e pre firing stage is more than those 
pierced at post firing stage. Some of these 
pots perhaps served as strainers or 
colanders while a few standard pots with 
open mouth perforated above shoulder 
may have utilised like an incense brazier 
or for some ceremonial purpose . 

Cut Ware: (Pl. 9.4; Fig. 9.33) 

Fragments of cut ware pots have 
come to light in meagre quantity. The 
t riangular incisions appear to have been 
cut out with a knife during the leather 
hard condition. After the cutting no efforts 
seems to have made to smoothen the 
inner edges . It is believed that the flat 
pieces of cut ware were used as window 
gratings while others served as jar stand 
or as vessels for keeping fruits. 

(b) Stamped Decoration: Triratna Symbol 

The triratna symbol has generally 
being seen embossed over the shoulders of 

vases of red ware of coarse to fine fabric. 
The delineation of triratna symbol 
develops from simple three pronged form 
to multi pronged stylised designs . Some of 
the fragments show more than one 
triratna signs indicating embossing of the 
symbols at regular intervals over the 
shoulder. Some kind of seal matrices have 
been used in obtaining the motifs. There 
have been noticed as many as thirty-eight 
variants in the triratna symbol. 

Vessels bearing the triratna symbols 
have generally been used in performing 
rituals. Examples of triratna motif 
occurring in combination with other 
auspicious devices have also been a part 
of ritualistic purport and have been 
described separately m the following 
pages . 

(Fig. 9.15) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, treated with red slip, decoration 
occurs over shoulder portion showing a 
stylised triratna symbol resting over 
terraced platform with diamond tipped 
central prong flanked by three curved 
arrow tipped arms on either side, swastika 
symbols are seen attached to either side of 
the hollow platform. The same pattern is 
repeated at an interval of 5.5 em forming a 
row. 

2. Variant of No. 1 the triratna symbol 
resting over a terraced platform with a 
narrow tipped central arm combined 
with couple of curved arrow tipped 
arms on either side of the central prong, 
swastika symbols are seen on either 
side attached to the base of pedestal. 

3. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica mix dull red slipped ware , 
decorated on shoulder portion 
stamped with a stylised triratna 
symbol of which upper half resembles 
with buckranian motif or horned deity 
of the Harappan affinity; followed by a 
incurved arms on either side of the 



central prong affixed to a hollow 
triangular stepped platform. 

4. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric mica mix red slipped ware , 
decorated . with partially overlapped 
couple of hollow triratna symbols 
reminiscent of triskelion motif, resting 
over a globular shaft with a pedestal 
base 1 . 

5. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric dull 
red ware treated with red slip, 
decorated with triratna symbol resting 
over an oblong serrated base showing a 
vertical central prong with a diamond­
shaped tip bedecked with three 
circular dots, supporting incurved 
arms on either side show arrow tipped 
ends. 

6. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware showing unoxidized smoky 
interior, externally decorated with 
stylised triratna resting over stepped 
triangular base from which emerges a 
vertical central prong, supported on 
either side by an incurved arms tip 
broken, followed by swastika tipped 
arms emerging from the central prong, 
on either side of stepped pyramidal 
pedestal are seen miniature triratnas. 

7. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric, 
mica mix red slipped red ware, 
decorated with triratna symbol similar 
to Type 1. 

8. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware treated with fine mica mix 
red slip anq decorated with stylised 
triratna symbol, its basal portion 
missing, however its central stem 
atops four looped decoration 
supporting a floral motif and the 

1. Comparable triratna symbols carl be seen on the 
toranas at San chi stupa; see Devala Mitra, Sanchi, 
p . 21 , pl. IlL The exquisitely decorated triratna 
symbolises the trinity of Buddhism- Buddha, 
Dharma arid Sangha. 
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adjoining incurved arms tipped with 
fleur-de-lis motif. 

9. Fragment of a vase of red ware 
decorated with triratna symbol similar 
to Type 3 with tip of central prong and 
basal portion of pedestal missing. 

10. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware , treated with bright slip 

' · decorated with triratna symbol 
depicting complex serrated platform 
and arrow headed left lower most 
prong. 

11. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped dull red ware decorated 
with triratna symbol resting over a 
serrated based stepped triangular 
platform showing swastika symbol 
on either side , may be a variant of 
Type 1. 

12 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica mix dull red ware decorated 
with triratna symbol similar to Type 
3 and 9. 

13. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware decorated with stamped 
motif of triratna symbol of which lower 
portion is missing, however its central 
prong terminates into a trishula with 
additional arrow projection on either 
side, and supporting incurved arms 
terminate into arrow head. 

14. Fragment of a vase of red ware 
showing couple of triratna symbols 
placed side by side in a row, of which 
the central tip is pointed while its 
supporting incurved arms terminates 
into arrow head. 

(Fig. 9.16) 

15. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware treated with red slip, 
decorated with triratna symbol resting 
over a stepped platform with sides 
showing swastika device . The central 
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prong is marked by short conical 
pointed tip while side prongs are 
tipped with fleur-de-lis motif. 

16. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, decorated with triratna symbol 
showing short pointed central prong 
and incurved side prongs marked by 
arrow tip ends and thin oblique lines. 

17. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware , decorated with triratna 
symbol showing vertical central prong 
followed by loop projections and 
supported by side prongs two each on 
either side, all are marked by arrow 
tip ends. 

18. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, decorated with triratna 
symbol showing portion of arrow 
headed central prong, similar 
incurved side prong but with the 
applique lines and a beaked projection 
in between while part of right lower 
prong is seen with arrow tip end. 

19 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
dull red ware , decorated with triratna 
symbol resting over a serrated oblong 
platform showing central prong in 
bellied fashion with a arrow tip end, 
encircling another arrow tip end 
prong, flanked by an incurved arrow 
tipped side prong from either side. 

20 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, decorated with triratna symbol 
showing portion of long tapering sided 
central prong and a pair of left side prongs 
with arrow tip ends followed by 
suspended beaked projection on either 
side. · 

21. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
ill fired red ware , decorated with 
triratna symbol showing vertical 
central prong with tapering sides and 
pointed tip , supported by arrow tip 
end side prongs on either side, a tiny 
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spire projection seen below the side 
prongs. 

22 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped red ware showing base 
portion of triratna symbol resting over 
a triangular platform, marked by a 
flowing ribbon with arrow tip end on 
either side. 

23. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious dull red ware, decorated 
with triratna symbol showing arrow 
headed central prong with an applique 
diamond below, encircled by arrow 
tipped side prongs squarely and 
further supported by arrow tip end 
side prongs from either side. A variant 
ofType 19. 

24. Fragment of a vase of ill fired dull red 
ware, decorated with triratna symbol 
resting over a stepped triangular 
hollow pedestal showing three simple 
prongs with arrow tip ends and loops 
in between. 

25. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
mica mix red slipped red ware , with 
the triratna showing elongated central 
prong supported by arrow tip end 
incurved side prongs followed by a 
tiny conical projection on either side 
and part of pedestal damaged. A 
variant of Type 21. 

26. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped red ware, decorated with 
twin triratna symbols resting over a 
conical shaped pedestal marked by 
corrugated base, showing central 
prong tipped with fleur-de-lis motif 
and supported by arrow tip end side 
prongs and petal shaped ribbons tied 
to central part of the stem. 

27. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
dull red ware, decorated with triratna 
symbol showing twisted central prong 
while the side prongs are tipped with 
fleur-de-lis motif containing embossed 
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dot similar dot is also seen below the 
central prong. 

28. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric , 
well slipped red ware, decorated with 
triratna symbol showing conical 
central prong marked by an applique 
oval shape in the centre and tipped 
with marigold petal like motif. 
Whereas the left side prong is tipped 
with arrowhead followed by 
horizontally projected semi curved 
ribbon and a part of swastika symbol. 

(Fig. 9.17) 

29. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
ill fired dull red ware, decorated with a 
row of incised triangles around neck 
and triratna symbol showing pointed 
vertical central prong surrounded by 
arrow tip end side prongs two each on 
either side. 

30. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, decorated with squarish triratna 
symbol showing oval shaped central 
prong marked by diamond cut 
followed on either side by fleur-de-lis 
motif and further supported by 
incurved side prongs with arrow tip 
ends. 

31. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric , 
mica mixed, red slipped ware, 
decorated with triratna symbol resting 
over an oblong serrated pedestal with 
conical shaped central prong and 
arrow tipped side prongs. 

32. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped red ware, decorated with a 
couple of triratna symbols occurring 
alternately as band around shoulders , 
shoWing biconvex central prong 
supported on either side by arrow 
tipped side prongs one each on either 
side. 

33. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
ill fired dull red ware , decorated with 

Excavations at Adam 

triratna symbol showing arrow tipped 
central prong further delineated as 
ankush, below its base oozes two 
incurved arrow headed side prongs, 
two each on either side. 

34. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
mica mix red slipped red ware, portion 
of neck rouletted with two rows of 
incised triangles , below the neck by a 
band of equally spaced four triratna 
symbols embossed over the shoulder, 
showing dagger shaped central prong 
franked by arrow tipped incurved 
prongs from either side while inverted 
drooping curves further shaped 
encircle the upper delineation by 
incurved arrow tipped side prongs from 
either side. 

35. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
dull red ware , showing a medallion 
bearing triratna symbol resting over a 
convex shaped pedestal, two pointed 
central prongs followed by a spiral 
type side a prongs on either side and 
another set of triangular headed 
prongs one each on either side all 
within a serrated circle. 

36. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped red ware, decorated with a 
couple of triratna symbols resting over 
a short oblong pedestal marked by 
short conical central prong and a 
central dot at the waist with flanged 
profile , left side prong is arrow tipped 
while right terminates into fleur-de-lis 
motif. 

37. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red slipped red ware, decorated with 
intricate triratna symbol resting over 
stepped pedestal attached with 
swastika symbols. The crowned central 
is flanked by incurved arrow tipped 
prongs with an attachment of drooping 
buds on either side, externally. 

38. Fragment of a storage vase of coarse 
fabric red slipped red ware , showing 
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highly ornate two triratna symbols 
resembling some floral motif. It 
consists of a set of four triratna 
symbols placed back to back against a 
diamond shaped central hub. Further 
each triratna is separated by spikes 
and its two incurved side prongs are 
tipped with fleur-de-lis motifs while 
central prong is treated like a leafy 
flower . 

(c) Megarian Ware 

Concomitant with red polished 
wares , are the decorated wares , betraying 
the 'Megarian' type pottery reminiscent to 
Mediterranean origin. Such decorations 
have been extensively noted on the red 
polished ware and black wares , with a few 
exceptions occurring on the grey and 
kaolin wares as well. These are local 
imitations of the Graeco-Roman relief 
decoration made by pressing clay into a 
mould which had itself been decorated by 
means of separate stamps. Typical 
Mediterranean examples commonly have a 
whorl of gadroons or leaf fronds 
originating from the base, supplemented 
by other natural and figural 
representations !. Broadly speaking the 
mode of decoration on most of the 
decorated vessels at Adam is similar, 
although some variants break the 
monotony of the design elements . These 
variants may broadly be grouped as (i) 
exterior and (ii) interior decorations. In 
both the categories , the decorative 
elements either cover the entire surface of 
the vessel or part of it and the ornamental 
motifs occur in segments, separated by 
one or more circular bands; in some cases 
the segments are further 
compartmentalised by vertical bands. The 
examples of such pottery types have been 
illustrated in fig . 9.18 , fig. 9 .23 - 1 & 4, 
fig. 9 .26 - 3, 6 & 11 and fig . 9 .27 - 2 , 4 , 6 , 

1. R.J . Ch arleston , Roman Pottery, London, n .d. p . 
10, p l. 2 -3 . 

2 . B.N . Chapekar, Report on th e Excavation at Ter , 
Poon a, 1969 ; JAR 1967-68, p . 3 5 . 

Excavations at Adam 

9 & 10. Such examples have also been 
reported from Ter2 and Taxila3. 

Out of nine specimens described 
below, the one described at Sl. No. 1 is 
important as almost similar specimens of 
stamped medallions between two bands 
have been reported from Arikamedu4 . 

(Fig. 9.18) 

1. Fragment of a bowl of fine fabric red 
ware having flat base and tapering 
profile and is ornamented on the 
interior sides with a row of pegion like 
mythical birds stamped out of circular 
die , between two bands of multiple 
incised groovess. Birds are seen 
holding strings of pearls. 

2. Fragment of globular vessel of slipped 
brown ware of fine fabric . Thin 
sectioned sherd bears stamped 
decoration around its body in these 
rows , upper one is of floral 
medallions , each containing eight 
petals intercepted by smaller ones , 
followed by a series of triratna symbols 
each mounted over chakra resting 
over pedestal and the third row is 
embossed with stylised cranes moving 
to left with stretched out wings in 
unconventional manner (Pl. 9.3). 

3 . Fragment of a globular vase of red 
ware showing unoxidized smoky core 
marked by thin section, stamped with 
three rows of medallions bearing 
stylised birds moving to left in upper 
and lower segments, the middle 
segment shows a series of triratna 
symbols each mounted over a chakra 
resting over pedestal and lower left 

3 . John Marshall , Taxila, 2 , Cambridge 1951 , pp . 
434 -437. 

4 . R. E. M. Wheeler , Arika m edu : An Indo-Rom a n 
Trading Station on th e East Coast of India, AI, 2 , 
1946, p . 59, fig. 17, typ e . 10. 

5 . Wh eeler, ibid., comparable to Type l Ob and !Of 
repor ted from Arikamed u . 
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couple of fish motifs delineated mouth 
to mouth in vertical posture . 

4 . Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware with unoxidized black interior, 
retains couple of rows of stamped 
medallions bearing stylised birds m 
upper segment while lower bears floral 
motif. 

5 . Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware with unoxidized black interior, 
retains couple of rows of stamped 
medallions bearing stylised birds m 
upper segment while lower bears floral 
motif. 

6 . Fragment of a globular vase of 
medium fabric brown ware , bears 
couple of rows of stamped medallions 
showing floral motifs each consisting 
of ten large petals intercepted by 
smaller ones, while lower segment 
shows stylised swan like birds moving 
to left with stretched out wings . 

7. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
black ware retains stamped 
decorations in three segments 
showing diverse motifs, upper one 
bears Srivatsa device , followed by 
stylised birds to right and floral motif. 

8. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric black 
slipped grey ware retains couple of 
rows of stamped medallions showing 
row of floral motif followed by a series 
of birds turned to right, crescent 
supporting and orb is seen on its 
back. 

9. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware retains couple of rows of 
stamped medallions showing series of 
right turned crane like bird followed 
by rosette like floral motif. 

(Fig. 9.19) 

1. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica mix dull red ware with flared out 
horizontally pointed rim, concave neck 
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and convex sides , shoulder portion 
depicts a series of rosette medallions 
over the shoulder portion each having 
nine petals around carpel and 
traingular notches in between, 
encompassed by a serrated circle. 

2. Fragment of a storage vase of coarse 
fabric red ware , externally treated with 
an applique band impressed 
alternatively with roundels , below it 
occurs stamped medallion of rosette 
motif showing eight petals intercepted 
by ovalish dots around circular carpel, 
encompassed by serrated circle. 

3 . Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric chocolate 
slipped red ware with nail headed flat 
rim-surface stamped at either edge 
with opposite triangles at regular 
intervals and on its exterior occurs a 
row of floral motif alternately stamped 
and incised, each having twelve petals 
around encircled carpel. 

4. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware with out turned, slopy, 
corrugated rim and convex sides , 
decorated with an incised horizontal 
rows of opposite oblique notches 
separated by a grooved band. 

5. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware treated with red slip 
internally grooved and externally 
beaded nail headed rim, stamped 
exterior below the rim shows a series 
of floral motif to each having nine 
petals emerging from carpel. 

6 . Fragment of a thick handmade storage 
jar of coarse fabric red ware with nail 
headed flat rim surface embossed with 
a rosette and a whorl type of 
medallions, stamped exterior below 
the rim shows a series of floral 
medallions. 

7 . Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware 
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with internally cut, flat top , nail 
headed rim, externally stamped with 
medallions , each consisting 
alternately rosette and suspended 
floral motif. 

8. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware , 
with nail-headed flat rim, externally 
decorated with a row of rosette 
medallions each having multi rows of 
spire petals emerging out of carpel. 

9. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
chocolate slipped red ware, externally 
decorated with a flower motif, showing 
part of carpel and four spire petals 
with central veins . 

(Fig. 9.20) 

1. Fragment of a vase of black ware , 
stamped decoration around neck and 
on shoulder portions show two rows of 
serrated lines , followed by series of 
triratna symbol stamped upside down 
at frequent intervals , each mounted 
over chakra resting over pedestal. 

2. Fragment of a vessel of red ware with 
oblique shoulder bearing perforation 
and decorated with incised series of 
dotted notches, followed by a series of 
slanting strokes encircled by a row of 
converging lines forming suspended 
conical shapes and bordered by two 
horizontal lines followed by another 
horizontal line. 

3 . Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware with squat bicone sides showing 
unoxidized grey interior, an applique 
band . on carination decorated with 
series of collared medallions bedecked 
with floral motif. 

4 . Fragment of a vase of mica mix red 
slipped ware with externally grooved 
concave neck and globular body . 
Incised decoration over shoulders 

Excavations at Adam 

shows two rows of notched triangles 
followed by a row of converging lines. 

5. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware with squat bicone sides 
decorated on the carinated portion 
with stamped design showing a row of 
semi circular flower medallions each 
showing four petals and smaller ones 
in between. 

6. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware , externally treated with mica mix 
red slip black and red ware with squat 
bicone sides , the carinated exterior is 
decorated with stamped design 
showing series of flower medallions 
each containing twelve petals 
intercepted by smaller ones in 
between. 

7 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
black ware treated with mica mix self 
slip , showing multi grooves over 
shoulder, decorated with a horizontal 
line and small oblique stokes 
connected to it at frequent intervals 
and a circular flower medallions. 

8. Fragment of a sprinkler of fine fabric 
red ware , externally treated with red 
slip and decorated over shoulder 
around neck with two rows of 
triangular notches . 

9. Fragment of a vase of red ware 
decorated with two rows of triangular 
notches around neck and a stamped 
flower medallions with eight petals. 

(Fig. 9.21) 

1. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage vase of coarse fabric chocolate 
slipped ware , neck portion is 
decorated with a row of triangular 
notches while shoulder by a row of 
suspended leaves showing long midrib 
and ten veins each on either side of it. 
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2. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage vase of gritty micacious red 
ware, neck is encircled by an applique 
band with oblique slashes forming a 
cord design, shoulder bears a row of 
leaf motifs occurring at regl!llar 
intervals showing long midrib and 
diminishing veins forming long ovalish 
shape, while its body shows an 
applique rosette motif in damaged 
condition. 

3 . Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware 
with nail headed flat rim stamped with 
triratna motif opening towards mouth 
of jar, below the shoulder an 
unaligned row of suspended leaves 
and lenticular petal like motif occurs 
alternately. 

4 . Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware, 
decorated with suspended flower 
motif. 

5. Fragment of a thick hand made jar of 
coarse red slipped red ware, 
extensively decorated exterior consist 
of a bunch of suspended flowers, 
buds, leaves and medallions. 

6. Fragment of a hand made storage vase 
of coarse chocolate slipped red ware, 
showing applique band, ovalish 
roundels around neck followed by a 
stamped motif of suspended leaves 
arranged in a row. 

7. Fragment of a storage vase of gritty 
micacious red ware with out turned 
beaded rim and oblique shoulder 
bearing stamped decoration of a series 
of traingular notches followed by 
series of small suspended leaves. 

8 . Shoulder fragment of a thick hand 
made storage jar of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware decorated below 
the neck with incised row of circles 

followed by an unaligned row of hollow 
lenticular petals. 

(Fig. 9.22) 

1. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware with vertical featureless rim, 
oblique sides and circular base, its 
inner basal surface is stamped with 
floral motif. 

2 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware with oblique sides and 
circular base, its inner basal surface 
bears couple of finger impressions. 

3. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware decorated on its inner basal 
surface bears of combination of 
nandipada and triratna symbols. 

4 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware decorated on its inner basal 
surface showing radiating floral design 
with six petals emanating from a 
small dot like carpel. 

5. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware decorated on its inner basal 
surface a stamped design of radiating 
sunflower with twenty-five curved 
petals slashed and emerging from 
central carpel. 

6 . Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware decorated with rosette design 
on its inner basal surface. 

(Fig. 9.23) 

1. Fragment of a water vessel of fine 
fabric red ware with flared rim, 
vertical neck and globular body, over 
the luted shoulder and below occurs a 
band of drooping petals followed by 
another band of latticed diamonds. 

2. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
mica slipped red ware, decorated with 
incised floral design partly damaged, 
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showing multiple petals forming a 
semi-circle. 

3. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
dull red ware with everted rim and 
curved sides decorated with a band of 
vertical lines followed by series of 
converging lines. 

4 . Shoulder fragment of vase of medium 
fabric red ware, decorated with series 
of large suspended petals showing 
curved ends. 

5. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, decorated with cord 
impression, showing four lines of 
vertically aligned three suspended 
floral strings panelled by two 
decorated verticals on right margin. 

6. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware showing ridged neck and 
curved sides decorated with row of 
ribbed marks. 

7 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, decorated with horizontally 
hatched triangle followed by a series 
of oblique lines and piled horizontal 
strokes alternately on its right side. 

8 . Fragment of a vessel of red ware, 
decorated in two segments separated 
by couple of horizontal bands in relief, 
upper segment shows row of 
suspended triangles filled with rows of 
horizontally aligned vertical strokes , 
lower segment shows incomplete floral 
design. 

9. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware, decorated with vertical 
panels filled with vertically piled up 
horizontal strokes. 

10. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
dull red ware , decorated with 
converging lines intersecting each 
other and forming into rows of 
obliquely aligned rectangles. 

11. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
dull red ware, decorated with four 
oblique lines converging with an 
oblique line in opposite direction 
forming into a spire followed by 
groups of four and three oblique lines 
on its right and left side respectively. 

(Fig. 9.24) 

1. Fragment of a thick storage basin of 
coarse fabric red ware with internally 
under cut, externally grooved, sloppy, 
thickened rim bearing a row of incised 
conventionalised Y like device, inter­
connected. 

2 . Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric gritty 
micacious dull red ware with 
thickened, externally beaded and 
internally undercut rim. The surface 
of rim bears corded circlets and 
couple of damaged floral motifs small 
cuts between the two are use marks. 

3. Fragment of a large hand made jar of 
coarse fabric, gritty micacious red 
ware treated with red slip with 
facetted rim. Its ridged upper surface 
bears stamped row of opposite 
triangles and its immediate exterior 
repeats it in suspended order. 

4. Fragment of a thick hand made coarse 
fabric chocolate slipped red ware with 
thickened out-turned rim, exterior 
bears a row of stamped upright 
triangles horizontally panelled by 
chevron bands. 

5. Fragment of an internally undercut, 
flat rim portion of a thick storage jar 
of coarse fabric red ware, with its 
upper surface contammg three 
panelled motifs . On its extreme left 
occurs damaged leaf-like petal 
followed by four rows of triangular 
notches creating an impression of 
water ripples , and to right a damaged 
squarish frame bears four petal like 

283 



projections in each corner, outer edge 
of the rim shows a band of triangular 
notches . 

6 . Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware 
with thickened nail headed rim with 
flat top showing a series of stamped 
floral medallions at regular flanked by 
bands of obliquely drawn triangles 
while its side preserves an incised 
band of squarish cubicals intersected 
by oblique lines forming lozenges. 

7. Fragment of thick hand made storage 
jar of red ware showing a variant of 
Type 4, here the row of triangles are in 
suspended mode. 

8. Fragment of thick storage jar of coarse 
fabric red ware with thickened, 
externally beaded and grooved and 
internally under cut rim showing on 
its flat upper surface bistrocked wavy 
lines done in free style sweeping order. 

9. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric mica mix 
red ware, decorated with an applique 
floral medallion. 

10. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware 
decorated with an applique band 
bearing series of oblique slashes. 

11 . Fragment of a thick hand made jar of 
coarse fabric red ware decorated with 
ribbed mark showing random wavy 
line. 

12. Fragment of a thick hand made jar of 
coarse fabric red ware with thickened 
facetted rim covered with stamped 
decorations. The facets on either edge 
bear couple of rows of triangles 
pointed towards central plain bearing 
a band of chevrons, while its 
immediate exterior shows a panel of 
oblique intersecting lines. 

Excavations at Adam 

13. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware , 
treated with red slip with thickened 
undercut rim, corded decoration on 
outer and upper surface showing rows 
of nandipadas. 

14. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red slipped 
ware, rim portion broken, however 
applique ridge around shoulder 
portion bears on all three sides 
elliptical stamping, each consisting of 
three rows of pellets numbering 
between thirteen to seventeen. 

(Fig. 9.25) 

1. Fragment of a thick storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with beaded, 
out turned rim, grooved section 
betrays corrugated profile, however, 
central ridge possesses a series of 
dotted incisions . 

2 . Fragment of a thick storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with thickened 
under cut rim showing regular 
notched slashes along the projected 
top, below the concave neck the 
oblique shoulder bears thick band of 
incised latticed diamonds of irregular 
finish. 

3. Fragment of a dish of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with mica mix red slip 
with flared out internally grooved rim 
and oblique sides incised row of a 
converging line occurs on upper rim 
surface, externally below it figures an 
applique band of regular notches 
forming a wavy line. 

4 . Fragment of a thick, storage vase of 
coarse fabric micacious red ware with 
out turned, thickened internally cut 
and externally under cut straight 
edged rim and oblique sides, exterior 
of rim shows two rows of incised grids 
in relief. 
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5. Fragment of a thick storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with flared out 
elliptical, undercut rim, decorated on 
exterior of the rim with two rows of 
curved incisions all along, while the 
interior bears random slashes in two 
rows. 

6. Fragment of a thick storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with flared 
thickened internally chamfered and 
externally under cut rim and convex 
sides. The exterior of rim bears a row 
of pierced notches in the centre 
flanked by rows of chevrons occurring 
on either end. 

7. Fragment of a thick storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with internally 
thickened, and externally grooved and 
convex top rim, around neck runs a 
thick band showing series of uniform 
oblique slashes betraying corded 
design. 

8 . Fragment of a thick storage vase of 
coarse fabric red ware with flared, 
thickened, internally grooved rim 
showing terraced upper surface, edge 
of rim bears a series of petal like 
formation in slanting order. 

9. Fragment of a basin of medium fabric 
mica mix red slipped red ware, with 
out turned under cut rim showing 
corrugated profile. Decorated across 
the nm with horizontal bands and 
series of incisions along the outer edge 
and a rope design. 

10. Fragment of a nm portion of thick 
storage pot gritty micacious red ware 
with flared thickened, undercut 
oblique rim showing oblique sides , 
decorated on the exterior of rim with 
senes of uniformly pierced ovalish 
depressions . 

11. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red slipped ware with externally 
chamfered under cut rim and convex 
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sides, decorated upper surface of rim 
shows a row of stamped triangular 
notches . 

(Fig. 9.26) 

1. Fragment of a basin of medium fabric 
red ware with everted rim, marginal 
tapering sides and incurved base 
showing carinated ridge. The body is 
externally pierced with blind holes in 
alignment, corresponding bulges seen 
internally. The rim bears series of 
applique roundels while the ridge of 
base bear oblique slashes. 

2. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric red 
ware, decorated with partially 
overlapping, medallions of dots and 
circlets . 

3 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with flat featureless rim and 
incurved sides . The stamped interior 
consists geometric in upper and floral 
motifs in lower segment. Immediately 
below the rim occur bands of oblique 
slashes, latticed diamonds and 
converging lines forming triangles , 
alternately containing pellets followed 
by a full-bloomed floral motif. 

4. Fragment of a basin of red ware with 
flared out collared rim, incurved sides 
and corrugated interior. On the 
exterior grid-like intersecting lines 
bedeck with blind holes pierced at 
irregular intervals. 

5. Fragment of a miniature vase of red 
ware decorated over body with a series 
of vertical applique bands embedded 
with pellets. 

6. Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware with oblique sides , decorated 
in three segments, the top one shows 
geometric design of latticed squares, 
ribbed lines and rows of inverted piled 
arches followed by series of panelled 
rosette motifs m the centre, each 



consisting five triangular shaped 
petals, and a row of inverted U-turned 
motif, followed by couple of lines 
below. 

7 . Fragment of a vase of red ware , 
externally decorated with series of 
pellets stamped in irregular manner. 

8. Shoulder portion of a vase of red ware , 
decorated with applique lines and 
below it exists stamped rows of 
verticals consisting series of pellets. 

9 . Fragment of a vase of red ware, 
decorated with vertical rows of pellets. 

10. Fragment of a vase of red ware, 
decorated with irregular pellets and a 
band. 

11 . Fragment of a bowl of medium fabric 
red ware , decorated externally in three 
segments, the upper segment has 
three horizontal lines intersected by 
oblique lines , followed · by a row of 
festoon like suspended arches in the 
middle and series of floral motifs each 
panelled by a vertical line. 

(d) Applique Decoration 

The applique decorations figured on 
a variety of pottery types ranging from 
storage jars, vases, basins, and bowls. 
Generally the design elements are limited 
to roundels , single and double horizontal 
bands . 

Apart from these common types of 
applique elements, the site has reported 
storage jars bearing human (Pl. 6 .19) and 
animal (Pl. 9 .2) motifs. In such type of 
ornamental work the levigated clay is 
hand modelled to required shape and size 
and applied to the prepared surface of jar 
or vase in a leather hard condition. After 
affixing the applique design, the surface is 
treated with thick slip to strengthen it 
from chipping or peeling. Apart from 
strengthening factor, the coat of slip 

improves the aesthetic quality of 
modelling, at times showing artistic 
acumen. The panel of elephant moving to 
right within the foliage motif seen over the 
exterior surface of terracotta ring of a 
storage jar is an outstanding example of 
modelling1 (Pl. 6.45A) . 

Describe below is an image in low 
relief of a standing Gajalakshmi, depicted 
on a storage jar (Pl. 6.19). It is found in 
situ from a house complex of period V. 
The image is shown standing over a lotus 
of ovalish shape drawn in the centre of the 
belly portion. Both hands of the image are 
suspended parallel to the contour of the 
body, in which the left hand is partially 
separated from the thigh. The right palm 
seems to be holding some circular object 
while the left is apparently displaying the 
varada mudra. She wears closely fitted 
upper garment and a sari as lower 
garment. She is adorned with heavy ear 
ornaments and anklets. Her hairs are 
centrally parted. On either side of the 
divinity two full blown lotus flowers 
strings out from the lotus base are shown. 
Over this flower, traces of elephant legs 
are seen suggesting the elephants engaged 
in performing ablution. Remaining part of 
the jar is filled with lotus stalks and buds 
motifs. 

(Fig. 9.27) 

1. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric red ware , decorated over 
shoulder portion with a row of 
applique roundels followed by two 
rows of triangular notches . 

2. Fragment of a bowl of red ware of fine 
fabric, externally decorated in three 
segments and separated each by 
horizontal line. The upper segment is 

1. Such motif of elephant to righ t on a s torage bin has 
been noticed even today. Farmers believe tha t the 
animal motifs on a s tora ge bin protect th e grains 
from evil eye , see Shahida Ansari , Clay Storage 
Bins in India : An Ethnoarchaeological Study, ME, 
XXV (2) , 2000 , p. 56 , fig . 6. 
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The Pottery 

decorated with converging lines 
consisting hatched oblique lines 
followed by a series of obliquely 
aligned latticed motifs while the lowest 
shows some converging lines on the 
right side of the segmented panel, 
occurs a series of bands/lines f 
varying thickness. 

3 . Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric red ware, below neck decorated 
with an applique band of roundels 
followed by stamped decoration 
showing alternately a row of ovalish 
and roundish leaves suspended 
partially in oblique order. 

4. Fragment of a jar of medium fabric red 
ware with mica slipped interior. The 
decorated exterior shows leaf motif 
with a vertical midrib and series of 
oblique veins containing rows of dots, 
overlapped by circular floral design. 

5. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware , · decorated with 
series of ovals with superimposing 
roundel, succeeded by an applique 
band of roundels, connected to each 
other. 

6. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric 
kaolin ware , showing stamped 
decoration in atleast two segments. 
The upper segment, damaged partially 
shows converging lines lower segment 
shows panelled triratna device, resting 
over an elaborate four tiered platform 
with leaf projections on either sides, 
while the right panel shows four 
triratnas with a common circular 
base, but each facing opposite 
direction. The panels are separated by 
a band of two vertical lines each 
containing eight dots . 

7. Fragment of a storage jar of coarse 
fabric red ware. The applique band 
consists of couple of combined finger 
impressions. 

8 . Fragment of a vase of red ware , 
decorated with a row of applique 
roundels bearing cloth impression, 
supplemented on either side by zig zag 
wavy lines and above it a horizontal 
line vertically notched at regular 
intervals. 

9 . Similar to no. 4, showing more details 
of leaf and multi-flowers constituting a 
multi petaled flower, suspended flower 
and rosette motif. 

10. Fragment of a miniature vase of kaolin 
ware, partly showing decoration of 
suspended petals forming loops. 

11. Fragment of a storage vase of coarse 
fabric red ware, decorated with an 
applique horizontal band bearing cord 
like oblique cuts and above it is seen a 
series of grid like incised oblique 
intersecting band panelled by vertical 
lines. 

(e) Corded Decoration 

The cord impressed decorative 
designs are mostly confined to vases and 
thick storage jars and usually occurs 
either in a row or at frequent intervals. 
One such specimen, inadvertently, figures 
in Fig 9 .24 at Sl. No. 13. 

Most of these corded motifs are auspicious 
nature ; hence it is believed that the vases 
bearing these symbols might have served 
some religious purport. These impressions 
have been achieved by pressing the 
formulated design with the help of cord 
over the treated or untreated surface of 
the vases or jars. Over the jars , the cords 
used are relatively of thicker variety than 
those used on vases. However, the 
specimen illustrated at Sl. No. 11 shows 
the use of thin twisted metal wire for 
achieving the design element. The selected 
specimens are described below. 

(Fig. 9.28) 

1. Fragment of a thick, hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware, 
treated with mica mixed red slip, 
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showing vertically thickened rim with 
flat top and a bulgy exterior bearing 
series of opposite arches each 
consisting three concentric semi 
circles. 

2 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware with externally grooved 
concave neck and globular body, 
externally treated with red slip, below 
the shoulder decorated with a motif 
forming a couple of loops terminating 
into a V-like opening above, occurring 
at regular intervals m staggered 
alignment. 

3. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
dull red ware, decorated externally 
with similar motif noted above at no. 
2, but here the two composed 
together. 

4 . Fragment of a huge hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red ware , 
treated with red slip showing flat 
inturned rim with swelling sides, its 
flat top shows a series of nandipadas 
while its exterior shows a row of 
opposite arches each containing of 
four semicircles in receding order. 

5. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, decorated on its exterior with a 
four-looped device forming a tiny 
enclosure in the centre, reminiscent to 
the unending knot motif of the 
Harappan period. 

6. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally decorated with a 
nandipada motif showing a globular 
loop below. 

7. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware externally decorated with 
nandipada motif showing an ovalish 
loop below. 

8. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally decorated with a 
nandipada motif showing small 

ovalish loop below and wide-open left 
arm above partially curved while right 
stretched up obliquely. 

9. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware, externally treated with red slip 
and decorated with a motif comparable 
to no. 5. 

10. Fragment of a thick, hand made 
storage jar of red slipped red ware , 
decorated externally, showing four 
nandipadas arranged back to back in 
cross order. 

11. Lower fragment of a miniature pot of 
medium fabric dull red ware , 
decorated in two segments, the lower 
one shows a band of panelled 
diamonds while the upper one bears a 
row of converging line. 

12. Fragment of a thick hand made 
storage jar of coarse fabric red slipped 
ware , with straight sided flat topped 
rim externally showing a variant of 
type-1 but the opposite arches are not 
showing equal number of semicircles . 

(f) Incised Decoration 

The examples of incised decoration 
consisting of triangular notches, group of 
horizontal lines , group of circular 
inc1s10ns, group of wavy lines and 
suspended triangles with hatching, series 
of semi circular strokes have been 
described while discussing the pottery 
types on which these patterns have 
figured . 

The most important incised 
decoration is a floral motif occurring at 
the base of a bowl. It represents an 
incised decoration of lotus petals skirted 
by a wreath of lozenges and concentric 
bands occurring at the base of a bowl. It 
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The Pottery 

shows similarities with type 6 reported at 
Arikamedu 1• 

(g) Multi-lipped Vase 

Apart from the above mentioned 
decorative designs and shapes , 
decorations have also been noticed over 
multi-lipped vases. The multi-lipped 
medium sized vases of fine to medium 
fabric bear decorations over neck, 
shoulder and body, while the smaller one 
of coarse fabric are plain. Invariably in red 
ware and occasionally treated with red 
slip , the multi-lipped vases bear more 
varieties in linear format than floral. These 
multi lipped vases have formed part of 
ritualistic utensils , possibly used m 
performing ablution. The excavations at 
Malhar have reported similar type of 
vessel in in-situ position in the context of 
foundation laying ceremony indicating 
ritualistic function of the vessel2. A few 
selected specimens are described below: 

(Fig. 9.29) 

1. Fragment of a vase of fine fabric 
polished red ware with sharp 
projected multi-lipped rim, elongated 
neck, oblique shoulders and carinated 
profile. The shoulder bears a band of 
triangular notches followed by a row 
of half bloomed suspended flowers 
and couple of grooved bands while 
carinated junction bears a series of 
collared medallions consisting of floral 
motif, flanked by a row of triangular 
notches . 

2 . Miniature vase of coarse fabric dull 
red ware with wide opened multi­
lipped wavy rim, concave neck and 
convex sides terminating into flat 
base. 

1. R.E.M . Wheeler , Arika m edu, AI, 2 , p . 55, fig. 15-6, 
pls . XXX-B: 1 & XXVIII-A. 

2 . S .K. Mitra , Recent Arch aeological Investigation a t 
Malhar, Puratattva, 40 , 2010, p . 2 20 , pl. 15. 

3. Miniature vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with multi-lipped wavy rim, 
grooved exterior, flat base and ovalish 
profile . 

4. Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
dull red ware , externally treated with 
mica dust mix dull red slip, showing 
wide-open multi lipped wavy rim 
characterised by a slit on its upper 
surface, externally grooved tapering 
neck and slanting shoulders marked 
by incised oblique strokes around it 
and above it couple of linear band. 

5 . Vase of coarse fabric red ware showing 
multi-lipped wavy rim, short concave 
neck, oblique shoulders and inturned 
sides with carinated profile. 

6 . Fragment of a vase of medium fabric 
red ware , treated with red slip 
showing internally grooved multi 
lipped wavy rim, externally multi 
grooved vertical neck, oblique 
shoulders and inturned sides with 
carinated profile, the incised 
decoration comprises two rows of 
triangular notches one over the 
shoulder and other along the 
carinated portion, panelled by a single 
horizontal groove at top and bottom 
respectively. 

7. Miniature vase of coarse fabric red 
ware with multi lipped rim, short 
concave neck and inturned sides 
showing carinated profile. 

8. Miniature vase of medium fabric red 
ware treated with red slip with multi 
lipped wavy rim, grooved exterior in 
ovalish profile. 

(h) Ware with Handle 

In this category falls dishes, pans, 
basins , etc. having handles on either ends 
of the rims to hold the utensil. The 
handles of these utensils bear pre firing 
decoration. Apparently, the shape and size 
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The Pottery 

suggest their house hold function . A few 
selected specimens of pots with handle are 
described below: 

(Fig. 9.30) 

1. Fragment of a dish of coar se 
micacious red ware with nail headed 
rim marked by grooved surface, 
oblique sides and flat base showing 
obliquely luted semi circular shaped 
handle with vertically grooved exterior. 

2. Fragment of a pan of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with mica mix red slip, 
showing nail headed rim with grooved 
upper surface and interior, incurved 
sides and obliquely luted semi circular 
shaped handle with circular section. 

3. Fragment of a pan of coarse fabric dull 
red ware with everted, nail headed rim 
showing incised roundels on upper 
surface and incurved sides, with 
obliquely luted semi circular shaped 
handle ovalish in. section, bearing 
three rows of concave roundels . 

4 . Fragment of a dish coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with obliquely 
inturned featureless rim, flat 
carinated base and long elliptical 
shaped handle obliquely luted, with 
circular section. 

5 . Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
red ware , treated with red slip 
showing flat nail headed rim and 
incurved sides and horizontally luted 
flat tung-shaped handle marked by a 
group of two incised chevrons. 

6. Fragment of a handle of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware in elliptical shape 
showing ovalish section. 

7 . Fragment of a pan of coarse fabric red 
ware with everted, nail headed rim 
incurved sides and obliquely luted 
semi circular shaped handle showing 
rectangular section. 

8. Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
dull red ware with nail headed rim 
grooved upper surface and 
horizontally luted flat rectangular 
shaped handle. 

9. Fragment of a handle of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware in semi circular 
shape showing semi circular section. 

10. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware with nail headed 
rim, grooved interior and upper 
surface, externally grooved vertical 
sides, incurved base and vertically 
luted semi circular handle marked by 
two rows of incised chevrons 
separated by a horizontal groove. 

11 . Fragment of a basin of medium fabric 
red ware treated with mica mix red 
slip, showing externally beaded nail 
headed rim, grooved upper surface , 
externally grooved incurved sides and 
obliquely luted semi circular handle 
showing recessed moulding. 

Here are described selected specimens 
of decorated handles and lugs detached 
from pots and pans. All the handmade 
examples illustrated here of red ware with 
an exception of kaolin described at sl. no. 
12. 

(Fig. 9 .31) 

1 Fragment of a semi circular shaped 
handle of coarse fabric red ware, 
treated with mica mix red slip showing 
unoxidized smoky core, conical in 
section and the surface is marked by 
a central ridge. 

2. Fragment of asemi circular handle of 
medium fabric red ware , treated with 
black slip, squarish in section. 

3 . Fragment of a semi circular shaped 
handle gritty micacious red slip 
showing unoxidized grey core marked 
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The Pottery 

by grooved upper surface, squarish in 
section with a corrugated axis. 

4. Fragment of a semi circular handle of 
coarse fabric micacious red ware with 
unoxidized smoky core, upper surface 
showing grooved line serving as mid-' 
rib to oblique strokes on either side. 

5. Fragment of a knob or lug of coarse 
fabric dull red ware with convex top 
terminating into pointed projection on 
either side connected to a cylindrical 
shaft. 

6 . Fragment of a handle or medium 
fabric red ware, treated with mica mix 
red slip semi circular shape and 
unoxidized smoky core. The 
decoration comprises of two grooves 
separated by a ridge and intervening 
space filled with rows of triangular 
notches. 

7 . Fragment of a handle of medium 
fabric red ware with . semi circular 
section, decorated with a row of 
horizontal strokes all along the 
grooved surface. 

8. A variant of No. 5 of medium fabric 
red ware with an incurved upper 
surface terminating into drooping 
ends on either side with a central 
shaft showing ovalish section. 

9. Fragment of a handle of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware showing semi 
circular section and decorated with a 
row of incised chevrons. 

10. Fragment of a semi circular medium 
fabric red ware showing unoxidized 
smoky core with pentagonal section, 
decorated upper surface shows 
vertical row of triangular notches. 

11. Fragment of a semi circular handle of 
a coarse fabric red ware , decorated 
with series of oblique depressions 
forming twisted cord-design. 

12 . Fragment of a handle of fine fabric 
kaolin ware showing segmented 
incised decoration of an improvised 
triratna symbol, diamond shape space 
filled with six strokes forming a 
dissected floral design in two followed 
by wavy horizontal bands . 

13. Fragment of a thick semi circular 
handle with circular section of 
medium fabric red ware showing 
unoxidized smoky core , decorated on 
upper surface with a row of triangular 
notches and circlets . 

14. Fragment of a semi circular handle of 
coarse fabric micacious red ware 
showing circular section and 
decorated with rows of horizontal 
groves. 

15. Fragment of a semi circular handle of 
medium fabric dull red ware showing 
circular section and decorated with 
series of horizontal notches m 
segments. 

16. Fragment of a handle of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware showing 
unoxidized smoky core decorated with 
series of corded oblique lines. 

17. Fragment of a hand made semi 
circular handle of medium fabric red 
ware showing unoxidized smoky core 
marked by the decoration of rows of 
chevron incisions in three segments. 

(i) Spouts 

Illustrated here are plain and 
decorated varieties of spouts . A good 
number of them are part of sprinklers, 
while some are classified as channelled 
spouts . Majority of examples are in red 
with a few examples in kaolin as well. 

(Fig. 9.32) 

1. Spout fragment of a sprinkler of fine 
fabric red ware showing barrel shaped 
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The Pottery 

spout terminating into beaded mouth 
with short concave upper surface, 
convex lower surface with luting 
mark. 

2. Spout fragment of a sprinkler of fine 
fabric red ware showing spout with 
wide mouth, collared neck, short 
concave upper surface convex lower 
surface with suspended bulbous 
projection luted to a perforated 
surface. 

3. A variant of Sl. No. 2 of fine fabric 
kaolin ware, showing relatively thick 
beaded mouth. 

4. Spout fragment of a water pitcher of 
medium fabric red ware showing large 
tubular spout marked by an elongated 
applique ledge attached below. 

5 . A variant of Sl. No. 4 distinguished by 
an applique semi circular ledge 
attached below the spout. 

6. Spout fragment of a water pitcher of 
medium fabric red ware showing 
narrow grooved mouth, short concave 
upper surface and oblique lower 
surface showing bulbous projection. 

7. Spout portion of a fine fabric red ware 
in tubular shape with narrow channel 
and a luting mark. 

8. Fragment of a water pitcher of fine 
fabric kaolin ware, treated with red 
oxide slip showing short spout of 
oblique sides. 

9. Fragment of a shallow bowl of coarse 
fabric red ware showing narrow 
channelled spout with marks of luting 
seen on exterior. 

10. Fragment of a water vessel of coarse 
fabric red ware showing cylindrical 
shaped spout with unoxidized smoky 
core, ledge in upper junction. 

11 . Fragment of a water vessel of coarse 
fabric dull red ware showing short 
chamfered pyramidal shaped spout 
with a narrow channel. 

12 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware, treated with self­
slip showing internally obliquely 
chamfered and externally vertical, 
wide-open rim with externally 
obliquely cut channelled spouted rim. 

13. Fragment of a water vessel of medium 
fabric red ware showing tubular 
shaped spout with tapering sides, 
ledge in the upper junction. 

14. Fragment of a water vessel of coarse 
fabric mica mix brown slipped ware 
showing short cylindrical featureless 
spout with wide opening. 

15. Spout fragment of a medium fabric 
red ware , externally fashioned like 
makaramukha with wide-open 
serrated jaws, bulging eyes and 
hatched diamond snout showing a 
narrow circular nostril. 

16. Fragment of a spout of fine fabric red 
ware in conical shape with upper 
portion of a stylised makaramukha 
bedecked with applique decoration. 

17. A variant of Sl. No. 14 of medium 
fabric bright red slipped ware with 
cylindrical shaped spout showing 
circular section and marks of luting. 

18. Fragment of a basin of coarse fabric 
red ware externally treated with mica 
mix red slip showing externally 
grooved flat rim luted to a channeled 
spout showing semi circular section, 
incurved . 

(j) Cut Ware 

The antiquity of cut ware vessels dates 
back to the Harappan times. A number of 
Harappan sites have reported this ware , 
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Pl. 9.4 : Cut ware jar, Period-V 

Pl. 9.5 : Rouletted ware , Period-V 



but due to fragmentary nature of the cut 
ware , reconstruction of the shape still 
remains speculative. It is believed that flat 
specimens might have served as window 
grating, while the curved pieces possibly 
functioned as jar stands or a few as 
domicallids. 

The legacy of cut ware in the historical 
period remained conspicuous by its 
absence. The present site , however, has 
traced back the Harappan legacy of cut 
wares in the horizons attributed to the 
historical period (period V). 

A few of the shapes identified are that 
of a parallel sided jar, deep bowl and 
finial. The cut out designs obtained with 
the help of sharp instrument, generally 
include series of triangular cuts with an 
exception of inter-woven auspicious signs 
of the swastikas. A few of these are 
externally grooved while one bears 
applique buttons and other a decorative 
band. The illustrated specimens are wheel 
turned and generally well fired . The fabric 
ranges between fine red ware to coarse 
micacious red ware. Selected specimens 
are described below: 

(Fig. 9.33) 

1. Largely restored, parallel-sided jar of 
coarse fabric red ware with beveled 
rim and !edged shallow base, cut 
marks apparently appears to be 
interwoven swastika symbols. (From 
upper level of period V) . 

2 . Fragment of a thick coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip resembling 
to that of a finial , mid portion with a 
set of two horizontal grooves over 
shoulder and triangular cut marks . 
(From mid level of period V) . 

3 . Fragment of coarse fabric micacious 
red ware , treated with red slip 
showing thick flat circular rim portion 
of a deep bowl, below the rim 
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triangular cut marks . (From mid level 
of period V). 

4 . Fragment of a thick circular cut ware 
of fine fabric red ware with bold 
triangular cuts and ridge marks. 
(From upper level of period V) . 

5 . Fragment of coarse fabric mica mix 
red slipped red ware showing thick 
flat circular rim portion of a deep 
bowl, having prominent triangular cut 
marks distinguished by applique 
buttons in the corners . From mid 
level of period V. 

6. Fragment of a cut ware of fine fabric 
mica mix red slipped ware showing 
triangular shaped cut out bedecked 
with a horizontal band of oblique lines 
at the top. (From mid level of period 
V) . 

(k) Knobbed Ware 

Among the distinctive pottery types , 
knobbed ware , reported first from 
Sisupalgarh, has been considered typical 
to the site. Typologically, the vessel is 
categorized as bowl-cum-lid usually, 
reported in red, grey or grayish black ware 
with a conical knob at the centre of the 
inner face of the base, encircled by 
concentric grooves or incisions 1 . Vessels 
with the knobs at the inner base have also 
been reported from the excavations at 
Jaugada2 . Being of significant genre, the 
knobbed ware gets corroborated by their 
limited occurrence and restricted 
circulation at a number of sites during the 
early Historical period3. 

1. B.B. Lal, Sisupalgarh 1948 : An Ea rly Historical 
Fort in Eastern India, AI 5 , 1949, pp . 78, 80 & 89, 
pl. XLVI- B; fig. 6-1 a nd fig. 8- 12; also see Vimala 
Begley, Ceramic Evidence for Pre-Periplus Trade 
on the Indian Coa s t, Rome and India: The Ancient 
Sea Trade (RIAST), p . 72. 

2. JAR 1956-57, pp. 30-3 1, pl. XLIV-B . 

3 . Ashok K. Singh and Pranab K. Ch a ttopadhyaya, 
Cen trally knobbed Vessels in Pottery and Metals 
in India : A Reappraisal, Puratattva, 34 , p . 177 . 
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The nomenclature 'knobbed ' finds 
circulation in the context of the Harappan 
ceramics. Marshall first used the term in 
the context of Barbotine ware, where he 
describes that 'the knobs were applied by 
the aid of small tube '1 . Consequent to 
meager occurrence of this ware, Mackey 
considers it as an imported variety2. A list 
of sites reporting this type of ware in 
protohistoric context figures elsewhere3. 

Visibly, the so called knobbed ware 
loaded externally with a series of bosses, 
occurring in the protohistoric context, 
may be classified as a generic of Barbotine 
ware , while the vessels with a knob at the 
inner base appearing in the early Historic 
context, may be termed as knobbed 
vessels of indigenous origin. 

Illustrated here are a few bowl-cum­
lids with encircled bosses on the inner 
base of red, black slipped and black and 
red ware, unearthed from Adam. The 
fabric is of fine and medium grained clay. 

(Fig. 9.34) 

1. Basal fragment of a bowl-cum-lid 
with a protruding knob in the 
centre encircled by a coil-like 
formation terminating into 
damaged loose end . 

2. Basal fragment of a bowl-cum-lid 
with a conical boss encircled by 
fine incision in two segments. 

3. Basal fragment of a bowl-cum-lid 
with a conical knob in the centre 
encircled by incisions occurring at 
regular intervals . 

1. Sir John Marshall, Mohenjo-Daro and the Indus 
Civilization, vol. I & II , 1931 , p . 315. 

2. E .J.H. Mackey, Further Excavations at Mohenjo­
Daro, vol. I & II , 1936, p . 208 . 

3. R.N. Kumaran, Chalcolithic Knobbed Ware , 
Puratattva 38, 2008, pp. 186-190. 

Excavations at Adam 

4 . A ring base bowl-cum-lid of fine 
red ware with internally grooved 
splayed out featureless rim and 
more or less S curved profile. The 
surface is treated with fine slip. 
External portion of the base bears 
a conical protuberance with a 
marginal ridge like formation . 

(1) Perforated Vessels 

The site has reported a sizeable 
number of perforated vessels in a 
stratified context from the horizons of 
sub-period III B, period IV and period V. 
These characteristic type of pots are 
largely fragmentary in nature, yet show a 
wide variety of size and body forms of 
vases, bowls and straight sided jars. The 
specimen reported at the site show 
features of piercing the pot with holes of 
different diameter, at times following 
certain pattern. These patterns are 
sometimes random and occasionally 
confined to certain part of the pot and at 
times spreading all over the body. 

Out of the nineteen speCimens 
illustrated here , seven show post firing 
perforation remaining one were perforated 
when the clay was leather hard by 
pushing a round implement through the 
body invariably from the out side. The 
post fired pots bear limited number of 
perforation apparently suggesting the 
difficulty in piercing as well as the reuse of 
the pot. All the specimen are wheel turned 
and of red ware of medium to coarse 
sandy micacious fabric , with an exception 
of fine variety. The surface is generally 
treated with fine red slip at times dull and 
mica mixed. 

The function of these perforated 
vessels has been termed as enigmatic but 
our ethnographic observations made in 
the eastern part of India have answered 
their use in food processing as well as in 
other house hold matters. It is being used 
in steaming boiling and sieving a variety of 
food products , besides fruit container 
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and at times as lamp cover or lid. Other 
possible functions could be determined 
on the basis of shape of vessels as well as 
gauge of perforation. The post fired 
perforated pots might have been reused as 
play items for children. Described here are 
nineteen specimens of perforated variety of 
vessels. 

(Fig. 9.35) 

1. Fragment of a straight sided medium 
sized jar of medium fabric red ware, 
externally treated with red slip 
showing beaded rim, semi curved 
sides, and externally grooved space 
over the body pierced by a row of pre­
fired perforations at regular intervals , 
followed by another row of perforation 
below. (From Period V) 

2. Fragment of a straight sided medium 
sized jar of coarse fabric dull red ware 
with nail headed rim, short concave 
neck and slanting sides. The upper 
exterior is marked by two rows of pre­
fired perforations of uneven nature. 
(From Period V). 

3 . Fragment of vase of medium fabric red 
ware , treated with mica mix bright red 
slip, externally grooved corrugated 
concave neck marked by a solitary 
perforation of post-fired nature, 
indicating its reuse. (From Period V). 

4. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
gritty micacious red ware , treated with 
self-slip showing a couple of pre-fired 
perforations (From Sub-period III 8). 

5 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
slipped red ware with thickened 
beaded rim and oblique sides marked 
by a single post-fired perforation, 
indicating its reuse . (From Period V) . 

6 . Fragment of a dish of medium fabric 
dull red ware with thickened beaded 
rim and oblique sides marked by a 
series of post-fired perforations below 

Excavations at Adam 

the rim all around, indicating its 
reuse . (From Period IV). 

7 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware treated with red slip showing, 
post-fired random perforations , 
confined to a portion of the body. 
(From Sub-period III 8) . 

8 . Lower fragment of a bowl of coarse 
fabric thick red ware showing 
unoxidised smoky core, partially 
incurved side is marked by vertical 
rows of pre-fired perforations . (From 
Period V). 

9. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
dull red ware, showing three rows of 
vertically aligned pre-fired 
perforations . (From Period V). 

10. Fragment of a medium size vase of 
medium fabric red ware , externally 
treated with dull red slip and marked 
by pre-fired perforations of even 
nature. (From Period V). 

11 . Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric 
micacious red ware , thoroughly 
perforated all along the body in pre­
fired condition. (From Period V). 

12. Fragment of a bowl of coarse fabric 
red ware , marked by pre-fired 
perforations of uneven nature. (From 
Period V). 

13 . Fragment of a fine fabric red slipped 
red ware showing unoxidised smoky 
core marked by pre-fired perforations 
of uniform size. (From Period V) . 

14. Fragment of a thick coarse fabric mica 
mix red slipped ware showing smoky 
core, marked by pre-fired perfect 
circular perforations . (From Period V). 

15 . Fragment of a lid of coarse fabric 
bright red ware , marked by a semi 
circular line of post-fired perforations , 
indicating its reuse. (From Period V) 
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16. Fragment of a vase of coarse fabric red 
ware. The perforations are made at 
irregular intervals at pre-fired stage. 
(From Period V) . 

17. Fragment of a miniature bowl of 
coarse fabric dull red ware marked by 
a single perforation of post fired 
condition indicating its reuse . (From 
Period V). 

18. Fragment of a miniature bowl base of 
coarse fabric red ware , marked by 
post-fired perforation on the sides and 
base, indicating its reuse. (From 
Period V). 

19 . Fragment of a miniature bowl base of 
coarse fabric red ware marked by a 
solitary perforation of post-fired 
nature, indicating its reuse. (From 
Period V). 

(iv) ROULETTED WARE : (Pl. 9.5) 

In Indian context, the Rouletted ware 
was first discovered at Arikamedu. This 
ware is invariably represented by the dish 
having an incurved and beaked rim 
generally with faceted edge. The design 
elements occurring on its flat interior 
include minute triangles , diamonds and 
parallelograms. These designs have 
seemingly been obtained over the 
burnished surface by revolving either a 
roulette device or by rotating a toothed 
rolling pin in the centre of its flat interior 
base, when the clay is wet . The well 
levigated clay used for potting the dish is 
treated with slip both internally and 
externally. The technique of rouletting has 
been regarded as Mediterranean in origin 
but there are specimens suggesting 
indigenous adaptation. 

The antiquity of rouletted pattern 
may be pushed back to the Harappan era. 
However, any comparison with the single 
groove and impressed design occurring 
uniformly on the interior of the dish on 

stand of the Harappan origin 1, may be 
considered far fetched at this stage, but 
apparently appears incipient to the 
advanced technology of the rouleting in 
the early Historical period. 

The indigenous type of dishes 
bedecked with rouletted device has widely 
been found distributed in the peninsular 
India, at sites like Amaravati, Arikamedu, 
Arni , Brahmagiri, Chandravalli, 
Kanchipuram, Kaveripattanam, 
Nattamedu, Salihundam, Songamedu, 
Uraiyur, besides Chandraketugarh, 
Sisupalgarh and Tamluk. 

The present specimen, a thin variety 
with fine fabric and grey core, has a 
remarkably smooth surface. It is of brittle 
and well fired quality, and has a metal 
ring. The flat interior is left with a 
decorated band of rouletted pattern. In 
view of the quality of production, the 
Adam example of rouletted ware may be 
considered as of classical genre (Pl. 9 .5) . 

Keeping in view, the widespread 
occurrence of Rouletted ware in 
Peninsular India, Sri Lanka and 
Southeast Asia, V.D . Gogte compared the 
clays from different sites with mineral 
contents of Rouletted ware with the help 
of X-Ray Diffraction analysis . The results 
have indicated that this ware was 
produced in the lower Ganga plain with 
epicentre in the Chandraketugarh-Tamluk 
region of Bengal2. Hence, the pottery with 
rouletted pattern need not always be 
regarded as an importation from the 
Mediterranean region. 

1 . George F. Dales and J . M. Ken oyer . Excavations at 
Mohenjodaro, Pakistan: The Pottery. 1986, p . 389, 
fig. 76; 1,2. 

2 . Vishwas D. Gogte , The Ch andraketu garh-Tamluk 
region of Bengal: Sou rce of the Early Historic 
Rouletted Ware from India and Southeast Asia, ME 
XXII (1) , 1997, pp . 69-85. 
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F. GRAFFITI 

The graffiti bearing sherds are of 
common occurrence from majority of the 
excavated sites dating back from the 
protohistoric time to the early Historic 
period. Attempts have been made to 
unfold the language of these signs but the 
scholars in the field are not unanimous. 
A few have been compared with the 
Egyptian script used to express ideas and 
some scholar even noticed the lingering of 
Harappan writings in them while some 
traced the genesis of Brahmi characters in 
these signs. B.B. Lal has extensively 
examined some of these marks occurring 
on the Harappan pottery and traced its 
continuity up to Megalithic times 1, leaving 
aside early Historical specimens from the 
purview of his discussion . No doubt that 
these marks had certain underlying 
meaning otherwise its continuous 
occurrence on the pottery from the 
protohistoric period to the early Historical 
period cannot be explained. 

The graffiti marks reported from the 
site may broadly be classified under three 
categories viz. (i) signs of auspicious 
nature like astral sign swastika and Ujjain 
symbol etc., (ii) abstract signs , (iii) floral 
signs and (iv) faunal signs . Without any 
exception all the signs have been incised 
with sharp instrument at the post-firing 
s tage . Illustrated here are eighty 
specimens, majority of them figure as 
individual signs, while some in pair. 
Reported here are specimens from period 
IliA to period V. 

(Fig. 9.36) 

1. Black and red ware bowl sherd, 
incised with tortoise symbol, with 
limbs proportionately emerging out of 
ovalish body. (From Period V). 

1. 8 .8. Lal, From the Megalithic to the Harappan: 
Tracing Back the Graffiti on th e Pottery, AI, 16, 
1960, pp . 4 -24 . 

2. Red ware bowl sherd, incised with 
head portion of a fish over white 
burnished surface. (From Period V). 

3 . Red slipped ware sherd bears a 
carelessly incised loop roughly of U­
shape, attached on the left with two 
short vertical strokes with slight dent 
and a notch. (From Period V). 

4. Red slipped black and red ware sherd 
incised with an arc-like device with a 
'trapaze ' in the centre and projected 
oblique lines with bifurcating ends . 
(From Period V). 

5. Black and red ware bowl sherd incised 
with trapezoid, externally marked with 
rays-like random strokes resembling 
like a nonconventional sun motif. 
(From Sub-period III B). 

6 . Black slipped bowl sherd incised with 
semi circular mark resembling a 
crescent. (From Period V). 

7 . Black and red ware dish sherd incised 
with a vertical line alternately shown 
with converging oblique lines , 
representing a stylized coniferous tree. 
(From Period V). 

8 . Black and red ware sherd incised with 
squarish enclosure , on two sides 
straight strokes across the enclosure 
wall and on corresponding sides the 
strokes are of Y -shape. It has L­
shaped incision on its bottom right. 
(From Period V). 

9 . Black and Red ware sherd incised 
with a group of symbols consisting of 
combinations of signs of reversed 
image of R, numerical four, an 
incomplete arc connected to a base 
line and a short curved stroke. (From 
Period V) . 

1 0. Black and red ware bowl sherd incised 
with a group of symbols consisting of 
radiating circle resembling sun 



symbol and a proto type of nandipada, 
the two are separated by a vertical 
stroke with a dent. (From Period IV}. 

11. Black slipped sherd of a dish incised 
with couple of astral signs consisting 
of an ovalish circle cut across 
suggesting lunar eclipse and a star to 
its right. From Period IV. 

12. Mica slipped red ware sherd incised 
with strokes forming an 
interconnected M and W-shapes. 
From Period V. 

13. Black and red ware sherd, internally 
incised with an incomplete floral motif 
showing six conical shaped petals 
connected to a semi circular line 
indicating a 'carpel', below a 'comma' 
like sign. (From Period V}. 

14. Mica mixed red ware sherd incised 
with Brahmi letter ta, followed by two 
independent vertical strokes . (From 
Period V}. 

15. Black ware everted rim fragment 
incised with F-like symbol with an 
additional horizontal stroke to the left 
below. (From Sub-period III A}. 

16. Black slipped ware sherd incised with 
P-like symbol, below a narrow angled 
stroke. (From Period IV}. 

17. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with A-like design, attached on 
its right is a vertical stroke with a 
dent. (From Period V}. 

18. Black ware sherd incised with 
of oblique intersecting 
intercepted by two opposite 
strokes headed by a curved 
(From Period V}. 

couple 
lines 

oblique 
stroke. 

19. Mica slipped red ware sherd incised 
with a triangle and a short horizontal 
strokes to the right of its top. (From 
Period IV}. 

Excavations at Adam 

20. Mica slipped red ware sherd incised 
with a variant of Sl. No. 17, attached 
to its right a horizontal stroke with 
teeth-like projections at regular 
intervals . (From Period V}. 

21. Red ware sherd incised with a group 
of devices in a row consisting of short 
vertical stroke, Y-like device with 
spiral end and V-like design. (From 
Period V} . 

22. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
W-like overlapping strokes . (From 
Period V}. 

23 . Black and red ware sherd incised with 
couple of devices , left one resembles a 
'plough-frame' with a tiny yoke-bar, 
right one showing couple of curved 
parallel lines joined by a short vertical 
stroke on left. (From Period IV}. 

24. Dull red ware sherd incised with a 
vertical line intersected by an oblique 
line, curved at upper left. (From Period 
V}. 

25 . Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with inverted U-like character, 
resembling Brahmi letter ga, two 
parallel oblique lines running across 
the curved top showing and additional 
short stroke. (From Period V}. 

26 . Black and red ware sherd incised with 
Brahmi letter ga, near its top an 
additional short oblique stroke to the 
left and an angle to right. (From 
Period V}. 

1. 

(Fig. 9.37) 

Red slipped ware sherd incised with 
conventional humped bull to right 
seen yoked to an elongated triangular 
frame. (From Period V}. 

2 . Micacious red ware sherd incised with 
a symbol resembling mini windmill . 
(From Period V} . 
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3. Micacious red ware sherd incised with 
'scaffolding' like conventional frame in 
which left end of the horizontal bar 
attached to an obtuse angle and the 
right to a vertical , towards the obtuse 
angle side of the bar rests an oblique 
stroke while in the centre occurs an 
angular figure of a 'human' being bent 
at right angle to right, with hands 
stretched behind the hips and hairs 
up . (From Period V) . 

4 . Mica mix brown slipped ware sherd 
incised with a symbol resembling 
parallel-bar. (From Sub-period III B). 

5. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with conventional four legged 
animal device , two short oblique 
strokes emerging from the central bar 
may be taken as saddle like 
projection. (From Sub-period III B). 

6. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
conventional four legged animal to 
right, facing below a short stroke and 
a curved oblique stroke. (From Period 
V). 

7. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
a conventional 'centaur' to left, behind 
it a vertical stroke intersected by four 
horizontal strokes of varying sizes , in 
addition to a short notch above right. 
(From Period V). 

8. Mica slipped black ware incised with 
conventional four-legged animal to 
right with raised neck. (From Period 
V) . 

9. Coarse red ware vase fragment 
showing couple of incisions one above 
the other, upper one resembles capital 
X, the upper and lower ends 
respectively being joined by horizontal 
strokes , while the lower one is like a 
'tripod' with a long vertical line 
terminating into an angle , another 
short stroke is seen to left at the 
junction of legs. (From Period V) . 

Excavations at Adam 

10. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
showing couple of incisions, the left 
one resembles inverted nandipada 
while the right one is a variant of Sl. 
No. 9 above. (From Period V). 

11. Black and red ware sherd showing a 
pair of graffiti designs one above the 
other, the upper resembles reverse 'Z' 
while the lower one appears like a 
manual thrasher. (From Period V) . 

12. Red slipped ware sherd incised with 
draw-well manual pulley like design 
the triangular incised end is 
suggestive of weight tied to curved bar 
resting on a pivot supported by couple 
of vertical posts , other end of the bar 
terminates half way. (From Period V) . 

13. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
a group of five parallel vertical lines. 
(From Period V) . 

14. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
a group of five parallel vertical lines of 
varying sizes, parallel to its top runs 
an oblique line. (From Period V) . 

15. Red slipped ware sherd incised with a 
group of five parallel vertical lines , 
three of them are intersected by a 
horizontal like at top . (From Period V) . 

16. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
two vertical lines connected with the 
diagonals. A triangle is attached to it 
on its left. (From Period V). 

17. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
two parallel vertical lines topped by 
two intersecting oblique lines , like an 
elevation of structure. (From Period V). 

18. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with an incomplete triangular 
enclosure filled with small random 
vertical hatchings , indicating some 
kind of crop pattern. (From Period IV) . 
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19. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with two intersecting oblique 
lines , the left and right ends 
respectively joined by vertical strokes 
thus forming two triangles of different 
sizes. (From Sub-period III B). 

20 . Mica slipped black and red ware bowl 
fragment incised with a variant of Sl. 
No. 19 above. (From Period V) . 

21. Brown slipped coarse red ware sherd 
of a vase , incised with an incomplete 
rectangular enclosure filled with seven 
oblique lines , left portion damaged, 
the penultimate curved stroke 
touching the base line intersects the 
last oblique stroke. (From Period V). 

(Fig. 9.38) 

1. Mica slipped red ware sherd of a vase 
incised with a swastika symbol 
showing angular arms in anticlock 
order. (From Period V) . 

2. Red slipped black and red ware bowl 
fragment incised with a variant of Sl. 
No . 1 above, stroke of upper arm to 
left is detached, left arm has slight 
curved lower end while right arm 
terminates into Brahmi letter na. 
(From Period V). 

3 . Red ware bowl fragment incised with a 
variant of Sl. No . 1 giving impression 
of radiating arms. (From Period V). 

4. Red slipped ware vase incised on its 
shoulder a variant of Sl. No. 1, lower 
portion of improvised swastika sign is 
incomplete. (From Period V). 

5 . Red ware sherd of a vase incised on its 
shoulder a variant of Sl. No. 1, 
terminating arms, however, fashioned 
in clock order. (From Period V). 

6. Red ware sherd incised with two 
vertical lines cut by three horizontal 
lines thus forming two rectangular 

compartments. (From Sub-period III 
A) . 

7. Black ware bowl fragment incised with 
a variant of Sl. No . 6 above in which 
two long vertical lines cut by four 
horizontal lines extending towards 
right. (From Period V). 

8 . Red ware sherd of a vase incised with 
'ladder' symbol having two long 
vertical lines intersected by six short 
horizontal strokes forming six steps. 
(From Period V). 

9. Red ware sherd incised with a variant 
of Sl. No. 6 above. (From Period IV). 

10. Micacious dull red ware sherd with a 
variant of Sl. No . 6 above, upper 
segment in open mode. (From Period 
V) . 

11. Red slipped ware sherd incised with 
'tripod' like symbol. (From Period V). 

12. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with two oblique lines meeting 
at the top, while their lower · parts 
terminate into 'forklike ' device, 
another oblique stroke attached to the 
upper right part. (From Sub-period III 
B). 

13. Red ware sherd incised with arrow like 
mark showing short drooping oblique 
strokes on either side of the long 
vertical stroke at top and forklike 
termination at bottom. (From Period ' 
V) . 

14. Red slipped ware sherd incised with 
Brahmi letter ta showing separately 
an additional oblique stroke to its 
right . (From Period V) . 

15. Red ware sherd incised with 
horizontal lines intersected by 
number of vertical strokes, 
forming segmented panel. 
Period V). 

three 
equal 
thus 

(From 
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16. Mica slipped black and red ware sherd 
incised with three horizontal lines 
intersected by four short vertical lines , 
forming pigeon-hole like six 
compartments, a vertical stroke below, 
serve as support to upper segment. 
(From Period V) . 

17. Black slipped bowl fragment incised 
with 'tripod ' like device topped by 
three horizontal strokes one above the 
other at intervals . (From Period V). 

18. Black and red ware bowl incised with 
a vertical line cut at top by relatively 
long horizontal line having bent ends, 
intercepted by two oblique lines from 
either side. A separate short 
horizontal stroke is seen at top and a 
vertical stroke inside the left oblique 
line. (From Sub-period III A). 

19. Black ware bowl fragment, incised 
lower part shows three pronged 
forklike device, its extended upper 
stroke is intersected by a horizontal 
stroke at top with right end showing 
longer axis . (From Period V). 

20 . Black ware sherd incised with a 
variant of Sl. No. 19 above, showing 
unevenly terminating prongs below. 
(From Period V). 

21. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
a vertical line intersected at uneven 
intervals from either side by oblique 
strokes of varying sizes. (From Period 
V). 

22. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with couple of symbols on a 
horizontal plain, left one resembles 
Brahmi letter ta while the right a 
tripod. (From Period V). 

23 . Black and red ware sherd incised with 
a variant of Sl. No. 20 above. (From 
Period IV) . 

24 . Black and red ware sherd incised with 
an arrow head symbol. (From Period 
V) . 

25. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
three pronged tripod like device. (From 
Period V). 

26. Black slipped ware sherd incised with 
a triangle headed stroke with a curved 
end, below a symbol of two short 
curves resembles early Brahmi letter 
ya. (From Period V) . 

27. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with a vertical line supported 
by a single oblique stroke on left and 
two oblique intersected strokes on 
right. (From Period V). 

28. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
a variant of Sl. No. 20 above showing 
two oblique strokes attached to either 
side of the vertical line. (From Period 
V). 

29. Red ware sherd incised with an 
elaborate tanged arrowhead. (From 
Period V). 

30. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
bow and arrow sign. (From Period V). 

31. Black ware sherd incised with an 'arc ' 
like symbol with a vertical stroke in 
centre. (From Sub-period III B). 

32. Black and red ware bowl fragment 
incised with a pair of arrowheads . 
(From Period V) . 

33. Black and red ware sherd incised with 
dumb bell like Ujjain symbol. (From 
Sub-period III B) . 
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