









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































STONE
TOOLS

VIII

A. INTRODUCTION

The sustained explorations carried out
by L.K. Srinivasan!, followed by B.K.

Sinha? of the Survey in Sironcha,
Chandrapur, Warora, Gadchiroli and
Brahmapuri talukas of the Wardha-

Wainganga valley have brought to light a
number of Lower, Middle and Upper
Palaeolithic sites besides Mesolithic. At
Papamiya-Tekdi and Jhari-Mangrul3
identical sequence of Palaeolithic to
Mesolithic periods have been noticed by
Srinivasan. Further up in the valley, tools
of Palaeolithic affinity have come to light
from the vicinity of natural lake at Tadoba#,
PauniS, Kolasuran® and Umred?. The above
noted distribution pattern clearly indicates
that the Lower Palaeolithic people were the
earliest inhabitants of the valley and their
core being the undivided Chandrapur
region of Maharashtra. They had primarily
occupied thick forest zone, having perennial
water sources for subsistence. Their
subsequent expansion during the
Mesolithic period in the upper mid-Wardha-
Wainganga valley suggests increase in
population leading to migration in the
collateral geomorphological locations for
subsistence with improved tool technology.

The present site is one such area where
Mesolithic people virtually camped and
created an environment for the first farmers
of Vidarbha to settle over their remnant.
Artifacts of Mesolithic period have occurred

1. IAR 1959-60, p. 31; IAR60-61, p. 22; IAR 61-62, pp.
30-31,IAR62-63,p. 15.

IAR 1967-68, p. 32.

IAR 1960-61,p. 22.

IAR 1979-80, p. 57.

Amarendra Nath, Further Excavations at Pauni
1994, MASI 97, New Delhi, 1998.

IAR 1984-85,p. 52.

7. ibid.
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at the site in stratified context, besides a
few stray finds of Palaeoliths.

B. PALAEOLITHIC TOOLS

Against this spatial backdrop, four
stray  Palaeoliths of volcanic and
metamorphic material have come to light
from the site, of which one is a surface find,
and the rest are from the moat cuttings.
Incidentally, basalt and quartzite have
shared equal number of tools, of which the
tools of former category are fashioned out of
cobble and flake cores showing rolled
surface covered with brownish patina,
whereas the flatter specimens are shaped
out of prepared flakes and are in fresh
condition. All the four specimens are
detailed below:

(Fig. 8.1)

1. Oval shaped handaxe made on a cobble
of basalt having long semi-convex cross
section and rolled features with yellow
brownish  patination, marked by
invisible flake scars all along the
margin of dorsal surface leaving the
medial cortex on ventral and dorsal
surface (13.7 x 9.2 x 4.7 cm).

2. Elongated handaxe made on a flake of
quartzite showing large bicone cross
section. The tool is in fresh condition
with thick butt end and further marked
by thorough flaking all along the
proximal margins of dorsal surface,
retained on medial (12.3 x 7.2 X
3.8cm).

3. Semi-oval shaped handaxe made on a
basalt flake showing parallelogram
cross section. It has rolled and
weathered surface with yellow brownish
patination and a thick butt end with
the upper margin of dorsal surface
bearing flake scars and cortex retained
on medial. Deep scars are also seen on
left and right margins of ventral surface
(11.5 x 8.1 x 4.7 cm).










































I g THE POTTERY

A. INTRODUCTION

Save for the aceramic Mesolithic
assemblage of period I, all other cultural
horizons at Adam have reported the
evidence of composite ceramic industry.
On the basis of constituent physical
properties it can broadly be classified in to
three major groups, (i) Red ware, (ii) Black
and red ware, (iii) Black ware, followed by
limited amount of Northern Black Polished
and Kaolin ware. For potting these wares
mainly secondary clay have been used
with some exceptions of primary clay. The
sub-classified categories of each principle
type under  different chronological
segments have been dealt in detail
separately. Majority of the shapes have
been turned on medium wheel while some
on fast and a few are hand made. The
surface treatment of different wares shows
self slip, black slip and brown slip. The
decorative patterns of black and white
pigments showing geometric and floral
designs primarily confined to the horizons
of period II, sub-period III A and B, while
appliqué, incised and stamped
decorations become diagnostic to period
IV and V.

As regards the technique of firing,
the red ware was obtained under oxidized
condition, while black and red ware under
inverted firing or straight firing condition
and black ware under reducing condition.
Among the red ware varieties, majority
show unoxidized smoky core due to ill and
uneven firing. Invariably all varieties of
pottery were fired in open kiln.

A relative percentage of occurrences
of these wares show dominance of red
ware from period II to V. Next comes the
black ware which is almost ceases in
period V. The percentage of black and red
ware show a modest beginning in period II

as compared to other two wares but it
takes a lead over black ware from sub-
period III B and continues to maintain its
pace upto period V. The layer wise
analysis shown here is based on the
ceramic data obtained from Trench no. H7
and ZAS5. H7 is a part of cutting in the
rampart; hence the layers are restricted to
pre-defence level, while ZA5 falls in the
habitation area.

TRENCH NO. H7

Layer Red Ware | Black & Black
(Percent) A Red Ware Ware
(Percent) | (Percent)
17 58 16 24
(59.18%) (16.32%) (24.48%)
16 119 23 48
(62.63%) (12.10%) (25.24%)
Average 177 39 72
Period II | (56.19%) | (13.54%) | (25.24%)
15 67 21 32
(56.19%) (17.35%) (26.44%)
14 108 38 39
(58.69%) (20.65%) (21.29%)
13 164 41 62
(61.42%) | (15.35%) (23.22%)
12 231 84 85
(57.75%) (21.00%) | (21.25%)
Average 570 184 218
Period ITA | (58.65%) | (18.93%) (22.42)
11 105 69 43
(48.38%) (31.79%) (19.81%)
10 98 46 27
(57.38%) (26.90%) {15.78%)
Average 203 115 70
Period IIB | (52.31%) | (29.63%) | (18.04%)
TRENCH NO. ZAS5
Layer Red Ware | Black & Black
(Percent) | Red Ware Ware
(Percent) | (Percent)
15 16 2 4
(72.72%) {(9.09%) (18.18%
14 133 17 21
(77.77%) (9.94%) (15.78%)
Average 149 19 25
Period I | (77.20%) (9.84%) (12.96%)
13 98 42 47
(52.40%) | (22.45%) (25.13%)
12 258 86 77

































































































































































































































































































