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View o the eastern seciion of Test Pir 5 acress the interioe of the South Temple
Innking south east showing rthe successive foundation fills
Intericr of the South Temple dunng cxeavation of Test FPit 3 showing a level of
[oundation [l consisting of smaltl houlders

Compasite east-west sectino through the west end af the South Temple _,

The wall between the mandapa and the garbhegrita in the Soath Temple looking

west during the excovation of Test it 5 ..

Western secllon of Test Pil 5 aeress Lhe South Toemple in front of the wadl bersoen

the gerbheegribo and the mandoaea .
Crogs-gection ol walls 1247 and 1224 Seulh Temple .

View af the corner formed by walls 1240/ 1251 and 1224 in the soulh-wesl corner

of Test Pit 5 C e el
Femains of mouldings in wall 1240 at the eastern end of the South Temple
View showing the eastern cnd of the seuath wall of the Scuth Temnple.
Suouth-lacing section of Test P11 & showine the sequence ol [doors chat abut the
eastern face of the Phase 12111 walls of the South Temple . ;

Elevation of the western wall of the Socth Temple above the eastern section of
Test IMt | showing the fills of the temple foundations

The robbicd-out waadl 352 at the cast cind of the South Temple .
Elevation ol 1he soulbern e of (he soutiorn wall ol the Soulh Tenple L
Fendations of the early medieval perimeter saall 639 in {he Sourh Area ol
Irench A L
Trench A showing the remains of the possible late enclosure walls 5¥E /6% and
691 and associated fralures to the south of the Svuth Tempie and featare 617
1o the wesl ol the North TemmHe . .

A compasite sectlon thrmagh the twa temples and theie Toundatinns ..
West-facmyz section of Test 191 3 shosring the foundation cuts for bath buaddings
Znuth facing section of Teatr Pir 1, Trench A, showing the foundation cur for the
South Temple . ; .

Plinth mewldings fron REamtek |

Plinth moukdings v the roain temnple al Chejerla
Eastern section of Test Pit 1 shawing the fmandation filla ander the west end of
the South Temple. .

South-facing scetion, Test Fit 6

Wiy 0f wall 360, Lol Irom re-wsed slone architectural Trapmments ahove wall 352

at the easr end of the Smath Temple .. .
The north face of the north wall of the South Temple with an interpretive overlay
Trench B, view of the soath and east seelions of the trench at the cod of
ExcHvAlion - . . . - . .-

Trench B showing wall 401 and related 3::11111 bascs to tho west.

Trench B, north-facing seclion.,,

Trench B, west-lacing section .

Trench U section (1557450, south hcmg]

Trench DL, east-facing =scction.,

Trench D2, seuth-Tacing sectinn, as dug ..

Trenoh F, easl-lacing section ..

Trench I, wiew of the weat-facing section |

Graph showing the perecentage of Type 1 thruugh the lower pd_r’rs of tho sequences

fram Trenches T3 ] and N2 L

Mortherm Black Molished ware sherds HHi*]
Clagses NEP, RPW, SUIP and CBW L,

Eed 'olished ware sherds [REW)
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We would alzo like to thank Professor llans Baliker for his advice on certain
aspects of medieval texts, Ir Maul Dundas for his advice on Jain texts and Ran Zhang
fur his cotnmeniz on the Chinese pottery ftom the site. Thanks are due 1o Dr Michae]
Willis, Prof. Chris Gerrard and Prof. Graham Philip for reading and commenting on
drafts of some or all of the chapters.

Many local people in Paithan and Aurangabad helped s with this woerk and
we wollld Ik 1o thank all of them for their friendly welcome and kind assistance.
We hope that they will feel that this stady does justice to the history of their town,

Derek Kennet
Murliam Undversity
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Vig 1.2 Paithan and vurrounding area
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Fig. |3 Topograpfic sap of Prithor with comfours of one-ietre intervals, The locorion of e
section showe dn Fipo 171y alee shewn
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about alber anclend oities Hke Ufjain and w=oally a tocal oeth flourishes around
the causes ol 1he cily being fumed vapside doan.

MATERIAL SQURCES

Stone inscriptions

The inscriptional sources aon Paithan are rather limited. Ascka, the great
Muanryan ermperor, mentions g poenple named ‘Petenikas” or ‘Pitinikas®. This mention
has been widely recognized as a reference Lo the people of Paithan (Bhandarlar
1925 32 33]. the appollation deriving ram a ‘Praleidsed” version of Paithan's
Sanslrit name ‘Pratishthana’. Two ather peoples, namely The ‘Halhikoas® and
Bhejakas’. find a mention alongside the Tetenikas™ in the same edict. As these ame
identified amongst the early ethnic inhabitants of the Deccan plateau, thair mention
alongszide thie Petenilcas helps the latter to be located in the same geopolitical region
and thus adds support to the identification of the ‘Petenikas® as the residents of
Paithan. This claim, however, has heen debated, mainly based on different ways
the word could be dertived [rom Sanskeilf Prakeil [Bhandarvkar 1925 32-33).

Amangsl The inseriplions rom Buddhbist sites such as the cave wemples of
the Decean, Paithan finds mention as ‘Patilhana’, o Prakeio version ol i Sanskeid
name, Three nscriptions of a votive nature, one in Kanheri cove noo 3 and The
other twa i the Pitalkhora Chaitva cave refer to residents of Paithan, The Kanher
inscription mentions establishment of a monastery at Paithan (Lueders [90G9-10:
102, no. 988), The first of the Pitalkliora [nacriptions makes note of a donation of
a pillar by an nnnamed “Son of Saghaka’, a resident of Paithan, while the second
mertlions the @il ol a pillar by Mitadeva, Trowm g perfumer [(Guedbdka) Tamily of
Faithan {Lueders 1909 10; 137, nos L1287 88),

Although Paithan is widaly reparded as a capital of the Satavahana dynasty
(zee helow], it is not mentioned In any capacity in any Satavahana inscriptions. The
names of ancient geopolitical regions Asmaka and Mulaka feature in the sulegy of
Gotamiputa Siri Satakani inscribed in Nasik cave o, 3 by his son and successer
Vasithiputa Siri Pulumavi [Lueders 1909-10: 123, no. 1123]. But we have already
seen the fallacies inveolved 1n associating Paithan with such ancient regions,

Copper-plates

An administradve division or Al named Supradishtho-dhdea s mentioned
in two Vakalaks copper-plate chaviers namely, che Jamb copper-plate and the
Wadegaon copper-plate ol Pravarascna 1 foo $060-440 anp (Wirashi 19683, 10 15,
33-3681. The Nirsl copper-plate s daled to his Snd regnat vear and the second 1o the
25th. The language of These plates is Sanskrit, V. V. Mitashi, while discussing the
place names mentioned in the charters, tried (o identify them using a stracturalist
linguwislic’ melthod, i tracing the ‘Sanskritisation’ roots of modern place names.
lle therelore conlended {hat che administrative division should be identified with
the area surrounding the village Pothra in Hinganghal Taluka of Nagper District.
H. 5. Thasar challenged this attribution and tried to show, following the same
methoedology s Mirashi, that the places mentioned in the plates can be located in
the Marathwada rogion, and thus the region atound Paithan should be identified
as Suprattshifie-Ghdare (for dewails of Thosar's arguments against Mirashi see
Morwanchikar 1983: 29-30). T'o lurther substantiate hiz claimes, Thosar drow on
secondary evidence from the KEatha-Sartsdgara {see above in the scction on literary
cvidence], which refers to Paithan as Supratishthe Nagar. Thosar’s contention
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Fig, 419 East west sectran dovegh wall 304 showing eetra face 55971213
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Foraevaationic it i, i inrag PGS T

Grev wares"| and provide seme indication of a possible terminus ante quem for the
activity i this area,

Tshoocd be noted Thind sovoe dilfGeoly was cxporicoced inunderstanding this
connplex and disturbed ares. paricularly in the south. Many of 1w cacly featares
wiern nor cxcavated or were only senmii-excavated and were interpreted throuzl a
section which was cut in the soutl west corner of the aqea, Me relationship coald
se establisheed hetween walis G4 L and &%) and the interpretation of cut 642 as the
edge of Yusuts U337 excavation trench edee remaing rentative,

The gemeral segquenee ol veenls can, bowever, b given as follows with oo Toir
degrec al cerlaimly:

An enclosure wall, either £91 or @90, whichever was earlier. was construeted
i enclese an area to the south of the South Temple, This wias consolidated or
replaced by the addition of another wall (09 1 or 69071 A diteh a3 waz subsaguently
adddedd o Lhe salside ol 1his enelosore, This was der secul (BT

Wil G9%9 was rebbed by ool 377 soroccime i thes seguence, ard possibly
replaced bwowall 578, The arca then went onr of 11se as an eaclosure and this is
marked by a zequence of pottery-filled pits A larpge cut 092, possible from the 1937
excavations, then truncared maest of the deposits oo the ease of the area, which was
Tleny sobsmeguentiy Clled by o series of slope washes and robble tomble deposits.

Tuble 4.3 Lises snd describes the 36 principa. walls than weee deCned o the
description and excavarion of the two teriples in Trench A The location of these
walls can e seen on g, 1.7 and Fig, 1.30 and other figures where stated.
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