GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEP ARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL
LIBRARY

~ TG |
&:;5-”'? 22p0 54

Carnn NDK_QM — Ivﬂ*ﬂ"—B:V ‘

DG o,




N R R :l 1'||' fliy
s IIII IMIIHIYIJII Illl”_ I' B ﬂl

I 405 W iy o i L Il

ii |||7‘ et :
[' n% | ]'L!C‘.'IIII ' I
- L] i
I.J'I :ll-IIII II%‘ |'| -

b ||||I ;Il. i | I'I|I|ll :
TR L ﬁ.l'“.ﬁ.
: "I'.. oo 1r_' oy I 1.'“.; L.| 2!

-..,: ”H:Illlllﬁ%'“!”ll||;:'|I|IIIIIH1 If IIHIIFIi

i ""+
I I,I IHI"“I |‘| |1 E i;"ﬂ' _Tf) ' |I||| IIL.J|
o ”"".::'.u'| gk ';.'w"" '

q_l-l At S
' | IlT‘f_ e l'j-ﬂ |f|| Illi |||

II]J ?n

. |[1[

-__. 1
s =l

I-II III I I“ I 1II II 1” I IIII-I I J'| I1
- = c,'['hr“i' "'." S ;;II."* o, H I

hrla"' L L, (RO !' ﬂ;l

1.l T "' Y II ”FJ.E”IH II:l Iy '.HII Ilr#” )l ) ||"|i ll”l Hllrll |.| ]
‘F =y " .".IILIIIII fl*‘il IH'P"‘H"‘“ I‘v'l;" I?rl”|||” II”H'” Tt:“ 'Fl* ;rfllllli' 'f'||”

M | I ”“ ]Illl::lrll I|“‘.‘h'lrlﬂ|-r|”‘ I*II Ia' II||||I| IJ. .I II
"Lm :%'ﬁ‘f e

1 “IlllEl L||

R L

_._II

I IIL _' .llI-I II1

....-Ilu l II

b "‘.-' :'|'

' |||” T
:”' e | TR ,'_ _g‘!ﬂ-li ! _ . .-.1 | 'II ;
% i Ay A R

l | ||H:'*!”lr g ' : | ;' A4 :' op | vt :'H#I |r|

S I' TIRTIN . A o [ R BN

| f- T 5 ‘”I' (e m . T "f"l i v II ””I
|f H.' "? L ‘i't x?',ﬁl";“g"' h'.'.”“'”' T o) o '.'I : ﬂ'L'!r
I 1 i |||h|l ."ta L-‘-"Jll I?-;}qlli:t(%-“'- I. ||| - ".'f" ‘i' - -‘- . I#I 11 I
: I‘I il:'i' I q.llr g L Al 1.1 |I | Si ||r|L-' I

s
'.'I’:I- i

I:.r._ ] g - 1
: - N '.Jl:fl'fr. "T':'i SR "!.!' -'-“1L|
X -
.|._
" ' T ”'

1 || 5 I-J_IIIHI '"'

LT









I_I I IIIIII | I:II-|"|
I =i I_, I T o II"

|
Jul I
I|

AN

h
||h I. I|_|J|||l'I

de
| S =1 IIIIII':.

- 1 i 11
) A
I 2 | X
- ]

=l
| I -

U
2 ) II"T‘ II IIII— III I-_l I||II|I|I III

..m B

. Il |||| III 'L

. r
f i il I i -

P il I.',;i_ N NI e

w-\.“fl U ||IIIII"||I;II . :.‘-..nu L 2

"EiF-" sl : -




MEMOIRS OF THE

ARCHZOLOCGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

No. 64

EXCAVATIONS IN SWAT AND
EXPLORATIONS IN THE OXUS
TERRITORIES OF AFGHANISTAN

A Detailed Report of the 1938 Expedition

BY

EVERT BARCER,
Lecturer in the University of Bristol

AND

PHILIP WRIGHT,

Assistant Keeper, Fictoria and Albert Maseum,
South Kensington

-

B



|

.

Liﬁqu;mﬁh;[ndhmdﬁurma&om whom
Government of India Publications are available

ABBOTTABAD—Englinh Book Stors,
AGHA—
Book Dupeat, ‘Taj Bod.
& ook .
rgesid Depot, Dayalbagh.
AHMEDAHAD

Chandraliont Chimanlall Vo,

H. L. Colleges af t‘qnuﬂm ﬂn—npn&nﬂm L.
ATMER—Banthiys & Co,, Lad., Statich Road.
ALIGAHH —Ramb Book Dephi, Karal Husely,
ALLAHABAD—

ﬁﬂ%:hlihk | 75 3

. l.{am Hng.m Stathotory,
BARODA-—Parikh & Co, Mers, B,
BILASPUR—Suhban, Mr, 3. A, Bonksller & Pablisher.
BOMBAY—

Pomibay. Bouk Uhar=l I-Ial:lnl.d,,r
Joshil, §r, V. 3, 2

s
New ook G, it i mm, Ao i
Paopular Hook Dum
Snmﬂ;m thh;:s.m Bamohandra Buildings, Noar
ll“
quuhwlmt. ﬂv:tﬂol"rhm:g Sﬂ.ﬁcmn:- Quoon's Hoad,
& O, Lis,
thi & (0., Messr. X, M., Prinowss Strect, Exfbadevi

nll!.
Wheeler & (5, Mewrs. A, L

CALCUTTIA—
:ﬁu"“:."'“"‘“e ,

thisrioe H,Eulhml_mﬂiimhu
hnkervertt: & Co, Lk, 13, Collegn marg,
Daa: (i Em.,mbh‘ Bieok. | =
Hinedie L Mm!hﬂmﬂ,
Lakin & Ca,, Mearrn. 8. K,

Mncmiiing & Cao, Ladki, 204, How Baasr Steent,
‘hﬂm&:lu?r" lﬂlé;ﬂr:. WH

Ha i & l‘-'l'l-.;+ w72, Harrioh Boad.
Bunrtﬁnmwih-u.

Barkar & Som, IMHHMH.E. Lskadn.,

Stanilard Law Book Socit ,'E!.'lﬂ, Il.n-rllmlhgd.
Thmhrﬂ-pluki{ku [INHII.LML

Whoeler & Co., Mosers, A. L

Sinane

CAWNTORE—
Advani & Co,, P, 0 Box No, 100
Standurd Book Depot, The Mall,

CUTTAUR —Priss Officor, Urisss Soorotaring.

DEHRA DN —Tdel Book Depot. Rajpur Road.

DELII—
Impm'i-l ook Dupot snd Pross, Noar Juria Masiil (Maskbll.
I luu A.'ms Hook
JTIM & ll-h‘.lrlq, Hu::’i M. Mur “‘f

Oxford Bowk and Statiannrs On,
Pirneer fook & ‘1“&; L él'.l‘. Cloth Marked.
Shards Mund| al Harak,

Young Man & Ca, [Hz-,;ct.].. Egerton Fead.
DERAKTTTAT —Hajafi Prost L.

DHARWAN—Kamutaks Sabitys Mandir Priblabhess  snd
DHAl Tnpisrtiess,

DUM DUM CANTT.—Baugal Flying Cfub.s

FEROZEPUR— English Book Dupot.

QWALIOR—Juin & Bros, Messts, M. B, Surafs Read,
Em‘ﬂi_amn (DECCAN)—Hyderubad Book Dupet, Chadme-

JAIPUR CITY —Uloyal & Glhyval, Pabliskrs & Baokmellien,

JODHPUR—Mathur & Ui, Messrs, B, 8, Chisdder Vilos, Paota.
Clwil Laren,

JUBBULPFORE—L, P, Circalsil Libwary and Book Dwpot,
Civil Enet Strunt, l"lllld.l.llil'll'ﬂ:tﬁ ’ :

KARACHI—

AsTo Storm,
Elhu,llﬂl Beaokntall,
Stanlant Beokatnll,

Kﬂ!‘m [ELDﬂ}—Iﬁﬂpt Hind Government Book Depot

mm;-mhﬁ Pross Lid.
M—Mlﬂmﬁw 'ﬁ.MM
KOLHAPUR—International Bookstall, Markot.
LAHORE—

'an Puliishivg and Stavistery, Lad, 10, Chaniberlaln

lun-ilt c?ll. 1, Cosnmerelal
m&n*mu.r.mhwwmm
Minnres. Book Shop, Ansrkali Strosk.

LUDKNOW—
Mmﬂﬂﬂﬂmm
Rioodad Pack, | ==
LYALLPORE —Lyall Hook Dvpalt.
MADRAS.— I
Law Inatdratn, ‘Thyngumyanagne.®
Ehiiktiis,

i ¥
mammmw.wﬁ
i it |
lm&:ﬂ From, Moot
nmmntrr—

hmimh mmnuhﬁﬂmn Newr Telisil.
MiMIA—Arcmy Mosktry Sionm,
NAGATATAM - Vankatwruman, Mr. B,
mm'unr&m e
KEW DELHI—

Hhawnan) & Sony,
Dethd anut U P. Figing Clubs Lt

Eckinilun ook t Oleviia Wm'“ﬂ‘“—'
Jl-h'r“nl Hm.,nﬂm*m J.'af ‘

Hamodh Rook Depot & Heall &muﬂum Plaie,
Barmewatl Mook Depot, 15, Lady ;

PATNA—
Suparintomdent, Guveeniment Peintliig, Wikar, P, (), Gnlzar.
‘l*m‘; Cambridge Book Teguot.

ng.ﬂfﬁ Mowson, 1 X, P, Padi-ki: Havedl,
Haghunath Prasad & Sans,

PESHAWAR—
Tritinh Stationery
Lassiabanis Mﬂu ':S.n b Arbal Temal.
Managor, Upvk. Printing & Hul.irrmry. NW.F. P

PESHAWAKR CANTT.—Faqir Chand Marwah,

PN A—
Duatars Bros), o Sorvice, 450, Bawlwar Paih
Inbernational Deak Herviee
Ham Erishys Bros,, l‘rppum.r Bishram Bagh.

QUETTA—Standand Bookiail,

CQUILES —Asaciated Nows Agsogy, Big Buear.

RAJROT—Mohanial Dosabhiai Shab.
RANGOON —Hurma Book Clab Lad, :
RAWALPINDI—Tay & Sous, Mossew, ., 48, K & L Fdwandos

RAEMAR—Twar & Sons, Mesm, B. 5
SHILLONG—Suprantomdont, Asam Seercisrist Pros,
SEALKOT CANTT.—Modern Book Dypot, Basas Tosd,

HIALKOT UITY—Boskinghom & Co., Booksclines & Swationin,
{drminmwood Smot

TRICHINOPOLY FORT—Krishnsowssisi & Co., Mossrs, 8,
prpmbciilam |

e
TRIVANDRUM—Bookndllnre' Besort, ik,
VELLORE—Vvikstasubban, Mr. A Law Haoksellys,

* Ag=uta for fmmu-h:. Law and allked Publieations anly.
t Agonis for Pablisatlons on Avission oaly,



Torewond | - ' - : R s

List of Plates . . . . . X i ‘ :
1. The Objects of the Erp«hhnn = | e e o
2. The Plan of Campaign . . S

3. Exoavation of Sites in the Barikot Dm:nct . 2 . i -
4. Excavations at Charbagh in Upper Swat . - . . - .
5. General Conolusions on the Work in Swat . s - . ‘
6. Explorations in Afghanistan . . - . . . . .
List of Objects found in Bwat . . 3 . . . . .
Index . fe . .

CENTRAL .-1’.'-1{'1 JAEOLOGIGAL

LIBRARY, NEW DELHL
Xvd Ne gzbﬂ e =
Dute 1S - 13- it

W R T Vaﬁ-

Pasz

THEEBE = g B



'l |”:_-||- # E
" . _ 1Y H . " Hﬂ 2
P I|||rr'|_ TN .

1 II”I“ ] 5 o]

1
- - il : =
: 'T_ IIl: - |||T ”
' T
u | ||'|.'1|“||||| A
! I |

3 || 1 I

Ih"' . '.P'r' L

= |

I 1 - :“u 8 : =
=T
o ,I I ’-I'.* Ijln'. :

[ LI B ﬁ '.|I||||
|| || 1 || ||... “l 1 i

il =

IHIIT._

11
==

i 1 IIII I--|'qcI
v £

T
(Y
¥
S

'

¥

-k -:.; E{ P




FOREWORD

T is indeed a grest pleasure to me to be able to include in the series of
Meémoirs of the Archmological Survey of India, & work embodying the report
of the British Expedition to the Swut Valley and northern Afghanistan in the
summer of 1938, This Expedition was supported by several Societies in England
and led by Professor Barger of the University of Bristol and Mr. Wright of the
Indian Section of the Victoria and Albert Musenm, and, let me hope, is the fore-
runter of many similar expeditions, indicative of Britain's newly awakened
soientific interest in Indisn studies.  Archeology in Indis has such a wide
range and limitless scope that it is hound to provide ample material to genera-
tions of scholars. It was with & view to open the field of work to non-official
workers: whether from: Indin or ountgide. that an amendment of the Ancient
Monuments Preservation Aot was passed by the Legislature in 1083, The only
Expedition from outside which has since taken advantage of the new conditions
‘wus an American one sponsored by the collaboration of the Boston Museum
and the Institute of Indie and lranian studies which itself represonts the con-
centrated effort of wll American Societies interested in Indie, Unfortunately the
work begun under the experienced leadership of Dr. Mackay was discontinued
after the frst season’s work mainly for finuncisl reagons. It is fime that
Britain, the only European country vitally interested in Indie, took lead in
the matter and successfully organized Indian stubies and conducted exploration
and excavation acfivities in India. Over two decades ago the Royal Asiatic
Bociety, of London perceiving the great importance of Nilandi in the history
of lnter Buddhism urged on the Department the necessity of excavating the
ruined stipus and monasteries.  What s wore, they made s apecial grant,
which enabled the Department to initiate the work, which has been continued
thereafter from the Department’s own resources, In the new conditions, regular
expeditions orgamzed on lines smilar to Mr, Buarger's Expedition who may count
o receiving overy help and collaborstion from the Archaological Survey, may
undertake special investigations, which are sure to redound to the eredit of
British Oriental scholarship.

The territories which were chosen by the Barger Expedition for ther work
during 1988, were the Swat valley and the Oxus region of Adghanistan, both
of which are in several ways intimately connected with ludia in several epochs
of Indinn History. The region of the Bwat (the Vedic Suvistu) was surveyed
by Bir Aurel Stemn, whose researches have already been published in & Memoir
in this series. The work done by the present Expedition, however, in the
region of Barikot, particularly at Amluk, Gumbat and Abarchinar, has added
considerably to our knowledge. In the difficult region north of the Hindulush
the explomatory survey was only posible owing to the generous co-operation



i POREWORD.

of the French Savants and the help of the Afghan suthorities, and the Expedi-
tion’s work has broken altogether new ground, which msay be immensely help-
fal to explorers who will follow in their track. It is hoped that Professor
Barger’s wish that he might return to the ‘stern but fascinating country’ form-
ing the scene of his present lsbours, and again ° foel the dust of history under
his feet * will be consummated before long.

-

SIMLA :
July 2, 1940,

K. N. DIKSHIT,



PREFACE

HIS Memoir is an account of the work of a British expedifion which spent the
Summer of 1038 in excavating a number of sites in the Swat Vallsy and
in making an archmological reconnaissance in the Oxus territories of Afghanistan.
The expedifion, a party of four, was supported by s number of learned societies
in England, and the publication of this volume by the Government of Indin as
one of this series is due to the kindness of the Director-General of the Archmo-
logical Survey, Rao Bahadur K. N, Dikshit, who must not, however, he held
responsible for the views expressed or conclusions reached.

The main object of this short expedition was to pave the way for further
British work on the Indian Frontier and beyond. Whatever the wvalus of the
material brought back on this occasion, it is satisfactory to record that it has
contributed, in some measure, to a revival of interest in Indian and Central Asian
studies in England. and that there is some prospect of this being the first of a
series of campaigns, for which s representative committee is now being formed
and is shortly to becoms responsible.

Preliminary reports of the expedition described here in detail wers published
in the form of papers read by members of the party to the Royal Geogeaphical
Society (Geographical Jownal, Muay, 1939), the Royal Sodiety of Arts (Journal
R, 8. 4, 9th December; 1939), the Royal Central Asian Society (Jowrnal R. €.
d. 8., April, 1030) and the Indin Society (Indian Ant and Letters, April, 1040) ;
photographs of the sites and finds appeared in the [llustrated Londow News of
December 24th, 1938 (Swat), and April 22nd, 1939 (Afghanistan). We are indebt-
ed to the Royal Geographical Society for permission to reproduce the map of
Afghanistan from the map of Central Asia drawn by the Society's draughtsman
to illustrate the lecture which T delivered hefore the Society. The finds of the
Expedition were placed on specisl exhibition in the Indian Section of the Victoria
and Albert Museum during the Spring months of 1939, and the greater part of
them have since been acquired by the Moseum and added to its permanent collec-
tion. Other objeots have been acquired by the Indian Institute at Oxford and
by provincial museums,

Any list of scknowledgments to those who, at home or in the feld, helped to
muke the undertaking possible, must necessarily be long, but cannot be exhuus-
tive. As the first British archwologists to enter Afghanistan, we received a
warm welcome from the Afghan Government, and it is impossible to spesk too
warmly of the kindness and hospitality of the Afghan officials in outlying parts
of the country. Tor these exceptional facilities we were especially grateful to
H. R. H. Sirdar Muhammad Naim Khan, the Afghan Minister of Education, and to
H. E. Sirdar Faiz Mubsmmad Khan, the Afghan Foreign Minister, himsalf a
soholar, who took a keen interest in our researches. Sinoe 1022 the Freovh
Government have had s concession for archweological work in Afghsnistan, and
we were therefore under a4 deep obligation to M. Joseph Hackin, the present
Head of the French Archaological Delegation in Afghanistun, for supporting our
project in a gemerous spint of Anglo-French collaboration. The Wali of Swat

(@)



iv PREFACE.

not only gave us permission to work in his territory, but put the resources of
his State at our disposal, and we shull not easily forget the kindness and solici-
tude for our comfort which he and his officials showed us. A parby of archmo-
logists might well have appeared un embareasament to the Government of the
North-West Frontier Province at a time which was one of political disturbince
in parts of their territories, and we remember the more gratefully the facilities
which they granted to us, and the help given in particular by Mr. A. D. F. Dundus,
C.LE., LCS. Chief Secretary to the Frontier Government, and Major 1. H. Cobb,
0.B.E.. Political Agent, Dir, Swat and Chitral.

An expedition must have a base, and it was a source of satisfaction that the
authorities of the Victoria and Albert Museum for the first time found it within
their province to support an archweological expedition. both by giving special
leave to enable Wright to join the purty, and in many other ways. My friend
Mr. K. de B. Codrington. the Keoper of the Indian Section, put his unrivalled
knowledge at our disposal both before and ufter the expedition. He was a
ready counsellor, and no matter connected with the expedition. its plans, its
equipment, or its finds was too large or too small for him to give it his time and
attention. I am ulso indebted to my colleague in the University of Bristol,
Lt.-Col. 0. 1. Kendall, of the Department of Geography, for much help and advice,
and also to Sir Eric Teichman, K.B.E.. Mr. Robart Byron, Dr. T, Burrow, of the
British Museum, and Lt.-Col. . (). Lorimer.

Our warmest thunks sre due to the Royal Geogruphical Society, to the Raval
Society of Arts, and to Professor W. T. Semple. of the University of Cincinuati.
for financial assistance, iwnd also to the Royal Geographical Society for the loan
of instruments. | am under & personal obligation to the University of Bristol
for specinl leave of ahsence;, snd to my Senior collangues, Professor R. B. Mowat
and Mr. O. M. Maclnnes, for gensrous help and encoursgement.

We would like to express our appreciation of the constunt interest which
the Seeretary of State for Indin, the Most Hon. the Marquess of Zatland,
G.ORJ., G.ULLE, hae taken in this work. A number of scholars have alss
given valusble sdvice and enconragement, among them Professor Alfred Foucher,
Sir Jolm Marshall, C.LE., FBA., Professor Kenneth Mason, Professor Ellis
Minns, F.B.A., Professor V. Minowsky, Mr. ¥. J. Richards, Sir Aurel Stein.
KOLE. F.BA., M John de la Valette and Dr. Mortimer Wheeler.

(f those who helped us in the field, we have s particular debt of wratitude
to Lt-Col. Sir Kerr Fraser-Tytler, KBKE, CMG., H M. Minister at Kabul,
and Lady Fraser-Tytler. We wish also to take this opportunity of acknowledg-
ing the kindness of M. Ahmed Ali Khan Khozard, the Director of the Historical
Section of the Afghan Academy, Mujor-General H. L. ‘Haughton. C.M.G., CLR,
Li-Col. D. H. Gordon, D.8.0., O.B.E., Major A. Lancaster, lute H. M. Military
Attaché at the British Legation at Kabul, M. Dilawar Khan, Curator of the
Peshawar Museum, Dr. N. Macpherson, of the 0. M. 8. Mission Hospital at
Peshawar, Mr. K. A, Gai, and Mr. W. H. . Stevens, who were among thoss who
helped vs in different ways,

Hone Koxo: EVERT BARGER.
May, 1940,
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EXCAVATIONS IN SWAT AND EXPLORATIONS
IN THE OXUS TERRITORIES OF AFGHANISTAN

CHAPTER 1.

The Objects of the Expedition.

The expedition described in this volume divided its time and its resources
hetween two objectives. Although some hundreds of miles of mountainous
territory He between the Swat Valley and the Oxus territories of Afghanistan,
we were concerned, in both fields of operation, with remains of roughly the same
period and with different nspects of the game problems, Tt hus long been recog-
nised that the lands between the Oxus and the Indus, and between the Caspian
and the frontiers of Ching, form one vast canvas, which, if the history of Central
Asin is to be written, must be studied as s whole. Tor, in the ten centuries
between Alexander’s expedition to India and the Islamic mvasions, Central Asia
was the meeting-ground of three periphemal civilisations. Greek kings ruled
the greater purt of the territories of miodern Afghanistin and Russian Turkistan
for almost two centuries after Alexander’s death, and the monasteries of Gand-
hiira and Hadda, as well as M. Hackin's remarkuble finds of Syrian gluss at Begram
i the Kabul Valley, show how closely the contuct between the Mediterrancen world
and the Indian frontier regions was maintained in the succeeding period. It
was also along the Highroads of Central Asin that Buddhism, taking with it somse
of the forma of Hellenistic art, spread, in the first centuries of our era, from India
to China, and that, in the other direction, silk caravens made their way from Uhitia
ta the marketd of the Rpman Empire. Whilst the Buddhist civilisation of the
Tarim Bosin owes the genesis of its art to India and [ran, before Turkistan became
a lnnd of Turks, traces of (hiness imperinlism and military achievement are to be
found as far west as the Pamir pusses.

Arohwological evidence is scattered along the fringes of cultivation between
the mountain ranges and the desert belt which spans inner Asia from the Dash-
i Kavir to the Gobi. If it shows how civilisations came and went, it still makes
a very indistinct picture, for there are large blanks on the archmological map.
"The contents of the desert oases of Chinese Turkistan are perhaps better known
than the atchwology of related regions; through the pioneer work of Sir Agrel
Stein and of Professor Giriinwedel and the lite Professor Le Coq. But during
the last twenty-five vears 4 good deal of new evidence has been brought to
light through the labours of the French Delegation in Afghanistan, as well as by
excavation of Tuxila und other dites on the Indian Frontier, Some of the chief

problems of historical synthesis may perhaps be re-stated in the light of this
B3
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hew material, for they explain some of the eonsiderations that went to shape thes
plans of this first expedition snd some of the pbjects towards which fusurs
work might be directed,

The story of the Gresk kings who ruled on the Oxus for two canturies sfter
Alexander’s conquest, and who survived for perhaps another 180 years barween
the Hindukush and the Indus after the Groek retroat from  Bactria, is known
chiefly from their coins. Some episides in their history are referred to by Classi-
cal writers, whosa knowledge, however, heodime + Yy fragmentary after about
150 B.C., when Parthis had driven a wedge bebwear the Mediterranean world
and the Hellenie outposts of Middle Asia. Chang K'ien, whse: mission | 185-
126 B.() brooght China into contact with the West, mives o uross-ssotion of
Bactria in the lust years of Groek rule, and & few references to the Greeks may be
found in Indian traditions. Archawlogy has not so far added to these mutorials,
and the history of the Bactrian Greeks has therefore remained the presarve of
numismatists and commentators on Classical texts, whose labours hive culminated
m Dr. Tarn's masterly synthesis,?

When the Greeks attempted to advanse from the Indus o the Ganges, or
down. the Indus to the voean, they appear to have lost their identity and to have
been submerged in the tide of Indian history. Buddhism had becoma perhaps the
donunant religion in the north of India in the reign of Adoka, and we have practi-
cally no coherent archwological record of the Greek settloments between the Indus
and the Oxus before the appearance of Greco-Buddhist art in the MOonKEteriag
of Gandbirs, There is o fime lag here which the urchiwology of Afghanistan
1y some day be sble to explain,  For the reign of Harmmus, the las of the Gireek
kings who ruled in any part of India or Middle Asin, camo to an end about the
turn of our era, und it is impossible, for various TURSONS, o assign with certminty
a aingle piece of Greco-Buddhist sculpture to & muoh earlier dute.

Although the account of the oxplorstions ~which Masson wade o hondred
years ago among the “ topes” of the Kabul Valley ocontains oghusional reference
to idols, the first fragments of Greoo-Buddhist seulpture were not brought o
Furope vntil the Second Afghan War. ‘The first detailed socount of sites in.
Gandhara was the result of Sir Alexander Cunningham’s tour in 187282  Since
then iany thousands of examples of Greco-Buddhis seulpturer huve some to
light all over ancient Gandhira, from the Western Punjab to the Kabul Valley,
but the historian’s task ix made extremely difficalt by the haphsgard nature of
the excavations which produced themy, These have nearly all been the by~
product of military penetration or the work of the ubiquitous Pathan treasiure-
seeker.  Muny of the soulptires have been traded out of tribul territory, and
have reachied our museums with no better pedigree than the labels whiok they
nequired in the Peshawar buzaur, Hxeavation at a number of sites on the
Peshawar plain in British territory hias produced some better documented mutorial,
but the very accessibility of some of these sites, close to medizval and moder
routes, has exposed them to the depreditions of builders and ivonoolusts, A

' W W. Tarn. * The Grosks in Bactria sod Indie.” 1038;
0,8 RV (1872.3) pys 1-79.
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good many cannot be exvavated becaiss they have been buried under modern
villages ‘or' crowned by a Mubammadan shirine, Finully & number of important

monasteries  were completaly plundered before the era of scientific excavation

m Indin began with Sir John Marshall's appointment as Director-General of the
Archwological Survey in 1002, Takht-i-Bahi had been repestedly * dug’ before
Sergeant Wilcher was sent there to undertake official excavations on behalf of
the Government of the Punjab in 1871, [t was surprising, under the circum-
stances, thit there was so much leff to be uncovered when Spooner and Hargroaves
set to work there betwoen 1007 and 1911.Y The motnds of Suhri Bahlol, which
produced a collection of sculpture almost sufficient to §i] the Peshawar Museum,
appear o have covered a repository of soulptures perhaps brought thare in tinie
of invasion. Strictly speaking, therefors, these objects should perhaps not be
considered ax having been found in sitw® In the main, therefore, the evidence
that comes from systematic excavation is confined to Sir John Marahall's twangy
years' work ut Taxils, the detailed report of which has yet to be published.®

With materinls of such uncertain provenance, and in the abssnce of the evi
dence which only the scientific excavation of large monastery in Gandhira
might have produced, M. Foucher's masterly synthesis of the genesis and develop-
ment of Gandbiran art! was inevitably bused on iconographical analysig and consi-
derations of style alone, The few examples of Gandhiran sculpture which might
be dated by inseriptions are of dubious value for our purposs, owing to the
controversies which still surround attempts to ‘fix’ Indian eras. If the begin-
ning of the old Sika era were accepted as 153 B.C,, some three or four pieces of
sculpture might be given relinble dates, but these all fall in the century between
150 and 250 AD,, that centeal period which is of least value for chronological
argument. By calling the ° Greekish ' figures carly and the "Indian ' figures
lute, the art critic can put together o useful scheme of olassification.  But so
long us the archawlogy of Gandhars has practically no " fixed points’ in time, the
foundations wre lacking for an archwological chronology of the spread of Bud-
tlhism, of Buddhist art and of Hellenistio influences across the map of Asis.
It is alo impossible to settle such a fndamental problem as the interrelations
of the schools of Gandhira and Mathurd (where some of the materinl is sscurely
dated), or o adjudicate with any certainty on their rival olaims to have created
the first Buddhi figure, olaims which are themselves now challenged by M. Hackin's
publication of the first fragments of Buddhist seulpture from Baotria. b

Sir John Marshall's excavations at Taxila have gone a long way to overcoms
sowe of these diffioulties.  But & capital city east of the Indus is hardly a typical
site, i, as Mr. Updrington has pointed out, one of our difficulties is to define pro-
vincialism. It is not yet possible to say whether the chronology dedueed from
the Taxila maverinl can be applied to the whole of Gandhira. Oaly excavation
at other sites will show how far a scheme based on o chronological sequence of

LA H T I00T-H, po J32-148, 1010-11, po. 2340,

*AH B 1000, p 10D,
! Interim sccomnta i Meoshall, * A Goide to Taxila,” 1021, sid in AS R I0eI3E

*A. Foucher, * L'arl gréco-bonddhigue dy Osadhim’, 1005.25.
* Hilvkin, " Llnet grédeo-Touddbigon di b Bactrinne' | 1837,
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types of masonry, and on a strict division of the material into two schools of seulp-
ture, distinet in time and to some extent also in space, the ° Gandhiran® school
(schist) and the ‘ Indo-Afghan * (stuoco), can provide u uniform chronology which
will fit all the facts

The Gandhfiran ares contains two types of sites, both of which show walls
of Gandharan pattern. The Peshawar plain is dotted with mounds—there sre
over a hundred of them, most of which are not stipas and monasteries, ns used
to be thought, but village settlements. From these sites come terra-cottas,
beads, seals, pottery and other domestic objects. 1f some of this widely scattersd
material were systemstically worked upon, it might almost become un international
currenoy in the hands of the archmologist, as valunble for dating purposes on the
long trail from the Indian Frontier to the Great Wall of China as the coins with
which these objects are so ofien found sssociated in domestic sites! In the
frontier foothills, in Swat, Buner and the Khvber region, monastic sites are much
the more numerous, although mounds, such as the acropolis which we excovated
at Charbagh, are sometimes found. Unfortunately domestic objects are rarely
found in monssteries, where the Mother Goddess was evidently less at home
than in the villages. 1t is, therefore, difficult to associate specific pieces of sculpture
with domestic objects which, beeatise of their appearance elsawhere in o dateable
context, might establish some fixed points in any chronology of Oandhfiran Art.
That ussociation between fwo classes of materisl which come respectively from
two different types of settlements is, however, one of the chief problems of
the archweology of the Fromtier regions, indeed of the archmology of Central Asia

A beginming has been made in thiz direction st one or two sites on the Pesha-
war plain, Some terra-votin figurines from recent excavations at Sari  Dheri
near Charsndde® are abeolutely Graek, like those from the Birksp site at' Taxila
They were found in a mound apparently lncking all intelligible stratification, and
which also contained s number of * primitive ™ terra-cotty figurines and animal
figutes, us well ss some sealptured schist heads unfortunately too batterad for
identification. There 15 some remson to think, therefore, that systematic work
st some of the unexcavated mounds between Peshawnr und Taxils might prodoce
the beginnings of an archaological ehronology, It was with such considerations
in mind that we began operations on the mound at Charbagh during the latter
part of aur stay in Swak.

But the Peshawar pluin is only » corner of the map of Central Asia, Be
yond the Khyber Puss, in Afohinistdn, where, with such fortunate results, the
French obtained a concession in 1922, there 15 a series of sites in the flat Kabul
Valley near Jalalabad to which the wvillage of Hadda has given s pame, [t
was there that Masson had found o great many coins of the late Roman Fmperors,

VA sertain sinaunt of wrrk has almsidy been done oo the lerra-cubbas, bub susl of the waterial b stil) anprblished.
Sew K. ile I Codritigton, * oo [nillan Terrs-subtn Figorine * (fndien dsfigenny, Augunt 1081, p. 143) ; D, 1. Odrdun,
“ e Mother Goddis of Gundbio | (Astiguitg, X1, pp 7050, 1007) s sued * The-Age of Frontier Terre-cottas * (fnig, V, pp.
25.88, 1004}, B aleo O, €, Das Gupts, * Bikliogmphy of snoiont fndisn termeoita figorime=" (0. R A, BB Lettons,
IV, pp BT iu, qus),

8 Irylin Mlustin ra, Hliviths Kmuhlgm N E AL LI to 1540007, D6 BL Gopdeids, * Snmo Teesscottds fromt Sayl Dbt
O, B AT, Bl 1003), B Cotlin * New Fiode in the Tndus Valley * [Treg, TV, 1067).
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and thers the French excavators were forfunate enough to find a coin of Theo-
dosius II bricked up in the wall, & terminus ante quem non for dating the hundeeds
of stucco figures, muny of them more Roman than Greek, which fill rooms in the
Musée Guimet and the Kabul Museum.! Some of thiz sculpture has more than n
superficial resemblance to that found in the Baths of Caracalls st Rome, This
fuct, taken together with the coin evidence, points conclusively to a new wave of
trace and cultursl influence from the Mediterranean along the late Roman
Frontier. In Persia, in Seistan and in the North of Afghanistan it may be
pmiﬁla-m trace these contacts. In the meantime, the brilliant success of M.
Huckin's excavations at Begram (Kapidn, north of Kabul), where he found Syrian
glass objects of the fifth century in the same room as Indian ivory caskets of o
much earlier date®, as well as the number of Roman coins found at places such
s Sar-i-Pul on the northers flank of the Hindu Kush? provide further illustra-
tion of these probabilities,

In Chinese Turkistan the material is much richer, owing to the magmficent
lubotirs of pre-War expeditions and owing to the favourable climate which has
done 0 much to preserve the memaing of cities buried under the sand in desiceated
oases bevond the present margin of cultivation. But some of the discoveries
made by the French in Afphanistan during the last fifteen ypars have raised
serions objections to the secepted archiological clironologies of the Tarim Basin,
and therefore to the scheme of historical events which hns been deducod from
them. In the first place, the whole gallory of types found at Hadda, the Bud-
dhas. the leavily ornamented Bodhisativas, the barbarinn warriors, the stately
benefagtors, oven the caricatures and demons, are, with few exceptions, the
anoestors of those we find in Chinese Turkistan at most of the sites from Khotan
to Kigil. As Hadda is & fixed point in sny chronological scheme (fifth century),
it follows that the srt of Chiness Turkistan must be later than had hitherto
been suppoted. Secondly, the study of the cave paintings st Bamiyan has provid-
od & number of spproximite dates and done much to alter the established con-
ception of the origing and development of Sassanid Buddhist painting.! This is
indeed an obscure problem, for the cuves of Bamiyan contain the only examples
of Sussanid DBuddhist painting outside the Tarim Basin, although, as Mr. Codring-
ton has pointed ouf, the ewers and vises which are to he spen everywhere on the
Ajunta frescoes are Sassanien iy form, and the uniform of the retainers at Ajanta
ja & close parallel to the cpstumes found on many of the Bamiyan fresces®  The
results of the four expeditions of Grinwedel and Le Coq, which brought back
to Betlin o splendid selection of the paintings from the cave monasteries of Turfan
and Kucha, are indeed o jen d'esprit of the art critic, largely divorced from the
facts and methods of archwology, M. Hackin showed by his brief examination

b4, Barthin, * Len Fonillles Ue Hadda," TEE (1030),
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of the Basalik site near Turfan, when he accompanied the Citroén-Harde expecdi-
tion through Chinese Turkistan in 1031, how much could now be done, with oy
present knowledge, to revike Grinwedel’s theories.!

The Buddhist civilisation of the Tarin Basin was a synthesis of Tranian and
Indisn elements.  As the two objections which have been mude above ta accepted chro-
nologies concern respectively Indian seulpture and Sussanid  Persian painting. they
are clearly fundamental. Wadda and Bamiyan huve in fact supplied u wealth
of comparative material, the meaning of which perhaps only further work in
Chinese Tuorkistan can illustrate and exploin. In the meantime, if it is permissible
P oversimplify the passage of Buddhism across the Pamirs, the ohief problem
is how the plaster seulpture of Hadda reached Khotan &nd Turfon.  Until some
of the missing links onn be found, this is mainly s question of geographical pro-
bability, and it was one of the chisf problems that we had in mind when we
reached the north of Afghanistan,

The archmology of Central Asia makes an indistinct picture, rather like one
of those Central Asinn fresooes in which great patches of paint und plaster have
peeled off the wall, lesving hers the hand or the face of a Buddha, and there part
of u garment or & comer of the background. It is by arranging these seraps of
evidence into some sort of coherent pattern that it may be possible to write the
history of Central Asin and 1o trace the spread of Buddhism and Hellenistic art
from India and Tran, scross the Pamirs and the Tarm Basin, to (lina, Our
object in organising this expedition was o modest one. We wanted to call
fttention to these problems, snd by sdding something to this scatiersd raw’
material, to revive the study of a subject. to which British enterprise has not con-
tributed much since the war outside the administerad Fromtier of Indin.

. Hackin, * Rochirhi srchédiogiqion o Asie Cemtrale,* 1531,
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CHAPTER I1.

The Plan of Campaign.

Plans for sn expedition beyond the Indian frontier always depend on the
political ciroumstances of the moment. Fifty vears ago Sir Francis Younghus-
band was able to journey from Pekin to Kashmir on the firman of the Emperor
of China. The motordorry is now fast driving the camel from the desert high-
wiys of Asia, but in other ways travel in Central Asia is n much more pedestrian
business than it was, Passports, permits for scientific work, stringent laws re-
gulating the exploitation of antiquities. telephones and police posts : these are
some of the obstaoles that nascent nationalism has placed in the way of svientifio
expeditions.

Since the War, political conditions bave been most unfavourable to British
srchwological  enterprise in all the torritories bevond Peshawar.  Almost a
quarter of & century has elapsed since Sir Aurel Stein and the late Professor Le Coq
returned from their last expeditions to Chinese Turkistan. Sine¢ then that
country has been in a perpetnal state of unrest, and it is now the hinterland of a
much wider conflict. The Asiatio territories of Russia are seourely closed to
foreigners. In Afghanistan, the Frenoh obtained in 1922 a virtual monopoly of
srcheologicul research. Finslly, Waziristan has in recent years become an
srmed camp, which has made it difficult for the Government of the North West
Frontier Province to extend hospitality to scientific expeditions in other parts
of tribal teritory.

The prospects were, therefore, far from bright. Our original goal was
Chinese Turkistan, and for a few months in 1937 favourable reports from the
British Consul-Gieneral st Kashgar suggested that an expedition might encounter
no insuperable obstacle in currying out & programme in the southern oasis, east
of Khotan, territory which was at that time under control of the Tungan
armies,  With the collapse of the Tungan rebellion this programme had to be
abandoned, and in Jaunary 1038 4 telegram from Kashgar finally extinguished
our hopes of reaching Chinese Turkistan. Immediataly after this setback, the
British Minister at Kabul was asked to approach the Government of Afghanistan,
in the hope that they might be willing to extend hospitality toa British expedi-
tion. It was not long before a deus ex maching sppeared in the form of M.
Hackin, the Head of the French Delegation in Afghanistan, who had returned to
Paris from a long expedition. He undertook to use his good offices with the
Afghan Government on our behalf, and sn agreement was subsaquently reached
at & meeting at the Quai d'Orsay by which the French Delegation in Afghanmistan
gave their support to our proposals in & spirit of Anglo-French colluboration.
Despite this generosity, so rare to-day in the world of solence, our project was
still far from realisation. As we were anxious to break new ground, we counted
to mske an aurchaological reconnaissance in Badakhshan, that part of the Oxus
plain and the foothills of the Pamir massif to which the members of the French

a
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Delegation, ocoupied with their grest tasks st Haddn, Begram and other sites
to the south of the Hindu Kush, husd not yet penetrated.  The regions north
of the Hindu Kush, along the frontisrs of Russian Central Asin, are nuturally
those in wlhich, for political reasons. it hus always been most diffioult for
the Afghan Government to allow British subjects to travel or to make a prolongsd
stay for scientific work, These difficultios ware complicated, i our cuse, by the
faot that we should be the first British expedition to enter Afghanistan, and when
we salled for India in the last days of May 1938 they had not yet been OVerooIe,
Within a few dayz of our arrival in India, we learned that, on aceount of dis-
turbances on the Waziristan frontior, it was impossible for the Afghan (fovern-
ment to allow a party of archwologists to cross into thejr territory.  Some time
previously we bad approsched the Government of Tndia for permission to eXCAVIts
in Swat, but the time was not propitions, and the day before we loft England,
a8 telegram arrived from Rimla rejecting this plan. '

To set out under such auspices might huve appeared hazardous in the ex-
treme; but if we were to make use of limited leaves of ubsence and the resources
which we had collected for this project. we had to use the summer season for such
a campuign.  This risk was. howsver, more ‘thin justified by the outcoms, for
A48 soon a8 we reached our headquarters in Poshuwar. we met with good will on
all' sides. There had been sinie misunderstanding about the nature of our
proposed work in Swat, which a visit to the sumner hoadquarters of the Frontier
Government at Nathisngali wus able to remove. As s00n #s it was olear to the
Chief Secretary that we proposed to establish a permanent camp in Swat, and
ot to strain the resources of the Ruler's Jeviex by tequiring protection for a mobils
caravan. # satisfuctory plan was sanctioned. Tn the fret days of July we hired
a motorbus to bring our equipment to Malakand, the frontier of adwministered
territory  on that windy ridge. somse seventy-five miles north-east of Peshawar,
first stormed in the campaign of 1805 which opened up the Swat route to Chitral,
Our equipment was unpsoked within the fort, at Circuit House, which the Frontise
Government had kindly placed ot onr disposal a8 u proliminary base. From
the walls of the fort on the narrow crest above the Peshawar plain, we first saw
the Swat river, eddying in half a dozen thamnals through the bright grean vive
fields which cover the narrow floor of the valley. ‘{Phta L 1)

Our party numbered  four Philip. Wright, of the Indisn Section of the
Victorin and Albert Museum; T. D, Weatherhead, who was the surveyor and
photographer ; W. V. Emanuel, who had charge of the equipment, eormisssriat
and transport. and was also the mterpreter of the purty . wnd Evert Barger, of
the University of Bristol, who was leades of the expedition. Two English-
speaking Pathan servants had been engaged in Peshawar, 4 cook, Nur Alam, and
a maid-of-all-work, Sardullah Khian, who proved himself to be a man of great
resource.  The cook also brought with him his Gfteen year old son as a general
assistant.  The equipment had been kept to a minimom, sinoe, when we loft
England, our plans were still uncertain and it was therefore esswntial to ensiure
mobility, At the same time; it had been necessary to provide for a possible
division of the expedition’ into two parties.
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We spent & week at Malukand, during which arrangements were made for
us move up the valley to camp in SBwat State.  After the Political Agent, Major
E. H. Cabb, had performed the first of his many services to us by securing the
good will of the Ruler of Swat and his consent to our working in his territory, twa. of
the party were invited to go on a visit to the Ruler's capital at Saidu Sharif. somie
thirty-two miles from Malakand. For nearly twenty vears this transfroutier
territory his enjoyed coniparative pesce under the grandson of the holy Akhund
who ruled in the middle of last century and who lies buried at Saidu. The
present Wali or Ruler of Swat is a remarkable Pathan chieftain, who has not
only initisted orderly government and pesceful economic development in  the
Swat Valley, but has extended his frontiers throngh Buner to the Indus and inte
Swat Kohistan, He rules these hilly territories by means of a standing army of
local lovies, quartered in scutterad forts, sixty or seventy in number, built of sun-
dried mud, with tall twin towers which give them, from & distance, the appesrance
of w Norman keep,  Telephone wires run all over Swat State, although they have
no conneotion with the outside world, and the main valleys have motorable roads,
The Wali's son entertained us to lunch in his own residence. Afterwsrds we
were received by the Roler himself in the lofty hull of his paluce whore he sits
erosslegged on adivin dispensing justice to groups of his subjects.  His dignified,
gentle manner, his interest in our plans and in the history of his territories, his so-
licitude for our comfort and the way in which he put the resources of his State
at onr disposal made an unforgettable impression on us.  We left Saidu Shasif in
the late afternoon with the certain knowledge that we had been in the presence
of one of the few great men of the Frontier.

In planving our campaign in Swat, we were guided by the account of Hinen
Tsinng, the Chinese pilgrim who visited ancient Swat (Udyins) about 630
A.D. when Buddhism wus already on the decline, and more wspecially by
the account, which appeared in this series, of Sir Aurel Stein’s tour in Swat and
Buner in 1926.' Sir Aurel's chiel object was the elucidation of & number of
problems of ancient geography raised by the accounts of Alexander’s prssage
to Aomnos on the Tndus, for he was the first European to set eves on the moun-
tams of Upper Bwat since Classical times. But he also visited and deseribed
s considerable number of Buddhist sites, although excavation of courss lay
outside his purpose. The information supplied by his nareative wus invaluable
to us, not only because it guided us to the most interesting sveas, but because
the detailed descriptions of the sites which Sir Aurel examined were compiled
with that meticulous accuracy which is a matter of course to the greatest of all
Central Asinn explorers.

Our first base wns at Barikot, a large villuge twonty miles np the valley
from Malakand. Its position on the only highway up the Swat valley, at
place where three side vallevs leading to Buner and the Indus join the main bed
of the Swat river, makes it the natural centre of the surrounding district.  That
this district was both neh and populous m sneient times is proved by the great

! Rir Anml ftain, ' An Anhmologieal Toar in Swat aod adjacent Hill Trant” | Mesairs A, 8. L No. 4% 1041). " On
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number of ring seattered about the hillides, Sir Anrel Stein’s map, which
embodied the results of his survey, had shown that by far the lirgest concentra-
tion of mins anywhere in Swat was to be found in these three valleys which ran
roughly east of Barikot, and are all within reach of & base camp pitched close to
that village. Nearly two months were spent in the Barikot district, and our
operations in Swat were complefed by o month at Charbagh. twenty miles higher
up the valley on the horders of Upper Swat.

The camp was pitched at the foor of Barikot hill (Plate I 2), 4 conical mass
of rock at the end of a chain of hills thrust out into the level bed of the river,
which Sir Aurel Stein identified with Bazira, once stormed by Alexander on
his maroh to the Indus. Half u mile away was the modern village of Barikos,
where the Tahsildar and his son, Mubammad Humavun Khan, s student ab
Islamia College, Peshawnt, gave us constant help and hospitality. It was not
a healthy situation, surrounded as it was by ries fields whete swarms of mosqui-
toes breed. But a higher camping-ground in one of the valleys near the sites
which we intended to excavate would have offered neither shade nor water
The Swat river was about a hundred yards from the camp, Tt was & safor
water-supply than the wells in neighbouring villages where each summer brings
sn outbresk of cholera. Although the valley is flat the river runs with the speed
of a torrent over a bed of huge boulders, making it impossible to swim or even
to stand in less than two feet of water. The choice of the months of June to
October, which are the worst possible season for work on the Indian Frontier,
was dictated by rciroumstsnces beyond our control, The great heat wonld have
made excavation on the Peshawar plain virtually impossible, had that been part
of our plans. Our camp at Barikot was 2,500 feet nbove sea-eval, or 1,600 fest
higher than Peshswar, aud many of the sites were wall above the floor of the
valley (Amluk was 6,000 fest above sea-level). The temperature at Barikob
rarely sank below 80 degrees at night, and by noon it was usually about 107.
Rain hardly ever interfered with the excavations, although during long periods
there wis u thunderstorm every night or during the early hours of the morning,
which msde it necessury to dig deep trenches round the camp. These storms
broke with exfreme violence, and in the space of an hour or two they turned the
dried-up water-courses of the three side-vallays into raging torrents, undermining
and crumbling the roads and tearing up tress by their roots. It was, therefore,
easy to appreciate the funotion of the ancient barrage which Sir Aurel Stein
discovered in one of these valleys above Barikot.

Our camp ot Barikot soon became o large establishment, In addition to
our three servants from Peshawar, we engsged » water-carrier, n tonga which
alone made it possible to work daily at sites several miles from the camp, and a
number of workmen from Burikot and neighbouring wvillages —between tan and
twenty-five accordiug to the state of the excavations. The Wali had arranged
to supply six guards from his fort at Kotah o few miles down the road, who, besides
being respunsible for eamp protection, sccompanied us on our various surveying
expeditions.  They were a delightful set of men who were always our willing
helpers. Finally, » great number of sight-seers, medical patients, and tribesmen
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on fheir way from distant parts cume to visit our camp, This was particularly
gratifying, becanse the success of archmologicnl exploration here, as so often
elsewhere, depended to a very large extent on the willing co-oparation of the local
inhabitants who know where gumbats (stiipus) are hidden among the mountain
fastnedsess above the valley, and where buts (idols) have been found. The first
tidings of Amluk; s site which had not bean made known to Sir Aurel Stein, were
brought by shepherds who took their buffuloes to that remote mountain top
for summer pasture. Thede men had vever ssen a white man before. Until
rumour resched them of our camp at Barikot and our quest for buts, their only
contact with European civilisation had been the occasionnl passage of an nero-
plane over their eyrie,

Our work at Barikot had two distinot, though closely related objeots. The
first wos 4 survey, as compreliensive as possible, of all ancienf remains both
in the three side valleys snd on the right bank of the Bwat river. The map
which we made (Plate XII) attempts to show not only the existing remmins of
stilpas, monasteries and forfresses, but also those of some of their dependent
villages and ferraced cultivations, dead for fifteen hundred yeams, It was our hope
that in this why it might be possible to determine the ares of seftlement, snd
the relation between domestic remaing and areas of cultivation— to see, in faet,
what. this small area looked like in Buddhist times. Our second object was to
exeavate o number of sites. not so much with a view to collecting sculpture and
musenm pieces, as to estimate the relation of different pieces of soulpture to one
another, to examine the archwological context in which they are found, to establish
the main typesof sculpture in Swat, and to determine, if possible, the relation
between specific pieces of sculpture und domestic  objests—voins, seals, iron-work
or terma-coftas, whioh, because of their appenrunce elsewhore in a dateable context,
might help to provide the beginnings of an archmologicl chronolngy  of Gan-
dhiiran Art,  Two or three more general problems must always be at the back
of the mind of the archwologist who turns to these Frontier regions: why it was
that such a virile, hybrid, local wrt sprang up in # compuratively small ares
in these rocky foothills, and' spread, undergoing some modifications on the way,
to Afghanistan and Chinese Turkistan; how such s large population—Hiten
Tsiang speaks of 1,400 monasteries and 18,000 monks—was supported in these
bare, now almost waterless vallevs; how and when the monasteries came to
be abandoned and destroved.

As it will be convenient to desoribe the excavation in geogeaphical rather
thin clironologieal order, something may be said here of the general conditions
of work and of the plan which our operations followed. Being a party of four
for the first part of the expedition’s stay at Barikot, it was possible for excavation
and reconnaissancé to be done conourrently. This hud the obvious advantage
that sites discovered and examined could be marked down for immediste or
subsequent excavation, if they appeared to he of sufficient promise. Tt was
not our aim to excavate any particular site completely. Such dogmstic ad-
herence to systemstic rules would not have produced results consistent with the
_enormous labour involved. Tt would have taken nearly two months and all our
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resources to clear a large site such as Kunjar Kote. Newrly all the sites in Swat hiive,
ot ome time or another, heen burrowed iito by treasure-seekors. and a number
bave been ultogether roined for seipntifio exvavation,  Othens which appeared
to have been comparatively little dug into in recent times soon showsd by the total
absetce or pancity of seulpturnl fragments, or by other signs, that they had
been despoiled or destroyed, perbaps st the time of their sbandonment.  [o
also hecame clear ut an early stage in our work thit the cells of the monks andl
other parts of their domestic establishments contained virtually nothing. even
after the floor had been laid bure by the temoval of enormous (quantities of wreok-
ed musonry and detritus.  Finds were in fact. practically limited to the stiipa
courtvards, and indesd they were us u rule only abundent round the remains of
the small votive stiipss. Sinee the ground plans of most of the sites could be
taced from the surface rmmains, and as thoy showed few variants on the tvpe
of monastery well-known from Taklit-i-Baki and other sites on the Peshawar plain,
there would have been all the less reason to dig stubbornly where experience
showed thut there was little prospect of finding anything of value. The selsi-
tion of sites for excavation was always s matter of doubt and difficalty, because
it wus impossible to tell from the externsl appearance of 4 wrecked stips or
buried monsstery whiat remains the courtyards might contain. Ons or two of
the best preserved stiipas were the least priductive. Further, wo were  dealing
with sites belonging to what was beyvond doubt in intrusive enltyrs, monasteries
and hermitages built on rocky sites chosen for their insccessibility, which were
abandoned or destroyed by barbarian invaders, We were, therefore, denied the
possible excitement of finding traces of surlier or later occupation, which might
have helped to place Gundhiran culture in its historicnl context s part of a
continuous story.

It was only for the first three weeks of our stay at Barikot that all the mem-
bers of the expedition were at work thers, for whon favourable news arrived from
Kabul on August 1st, the party was immediately divided. Barger and Emanuel
went on to Afghanistan whilst Wright wid Weastherhead remained in Swat,  Most
of the recopnaissance work was done in these first three weeks, and by the time
the resources of the expedition had to be divided, a raugh programune had been agroed
upon for the excavations on which Wright and Weatherhead were to spend the
rest of the summer. It envisaged a farther month’s work at two of the higher
sites at the top of one of the side vallsys (Aviluk and Chingbara), and an explors-
tion of sites on the right bank of the Swat river (Gumbatuns and Parrai), followed
by & month's excavation of the acropolis called Jampure Dheri ub Charbagh in
Upper Swat.

Since it would have been neither convenient to move camp  frequently, nor
permitted by the authorities responsible for our protection, a great deal of mnrch-
ing was involved every day in order to reach the various sites from Barikot.
Kanjar Kote, the scene of our first excavations, could be renched by tonga
in about three-quarters of an hour. But the cart-roads only stretched for thres
or four miles np the valleys; Gumbat, for instance, was half an hour's dlimb
from the end of the track, ond Amluk four hours by & way too rough for mules.
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To work at sites on the right bank of the Swat river, the torrent had to be crossed
every day on @& raft of eheepsking, after which it was necessary to wade across
flooded rice fields. The reconnaissnnce and excavation parties had, therefore, to
Start before dawn. especially as it was too hot to work, at any rate at the lower
altitudes, between half-past-ten and four in the afternoon, and they were often
not back in camp ontil after sundown.  To excavate Amluk, after it had hean
reconnoitred and arrangements had been made to employ somo of the shepherds
a8 workmen, two of the party were detached to stay there in 4 cave. There

they lived on buffalo’s milk, eges and such supplies of four as could be sent p o
them. This arrangement was not, however, found satisfuctory to the Wali, whe
was responsible for our safety, as Amluk was situated within a mile of the fron-
ter between Swat ond a disturbed area of British tribal territory.  When work
at Amluk was resumed loter by Wright and Weatherhosad, they moved the oamp
from  Barikot to & site about a thousand feet below the summit of the mountain.
Bt was a dificult matter to huve the heavy acalptares bronght down the moun-
tain from Amluk, but this was mansged in the end by relays of portars, one of
whom brought the large Amluk Buddha down on his bask without assistance.
When Wright and Wentherbead moved the camp to Charbagh, they snece
agnin came under the friendly care of the local Tahsildar. During their stay at
Charbagh, the two members of the party were able to make a brief excursion
into Lipper Swat aa well as a day’s motor-tour of Buner, and when the work was,
completed {or the season, they received an invitation to stay for a weokond with
the Ruler’s son, the Walishd, as his guests at Saidu Sharif.
. The Government of India deputed the Cuarator of the Peshawar Museum,
M. Dilawar Khau, to inspect the finds of the expedition, and to aslsot, in con-
junotion with Wright, & number of pisces of soulpture as a nuclous for the Museum
which the Wali of Swat proposed to set up in his palace at Saida Sharif, ws well
as two or three pisces for the Peshawar Musoum. When the Ourator had
come to Barikot and the division of the finds had besn mude to the satistaction of
sll concerned, the bulk of the senlptures wore taken to Peshawar and thence
consigned  to the Vietorin and Albert Museum in London.  The membérs of the
expedition reached London at the ewd of October, after an absance from England
of exnetly five months,
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CHAPTER I11.

-

Excavation of Sites in the Barikot District.

Survey of forts at Kalumgai.—During our stay st Malakand we visited snd
surveyed a group of ruins at Kalungai, in the lower Swat valley some eight miles
north-west of Malakand. At this point the volley is about o mile wide; but
immediately west of it the hills close in and the river enters a narrow gorge
throngh which it flows to meet the Panjkora river three miles further west., A
levy post on the sonth bank of the Swut sommands the mouth of this defile.
Strung out upon the rocky spurs of the ridge moning southward behind the levy
post is 4 line of fortified houses like those described by Sir Aurel Stein st Kotab
and other places in Lower Swat.! On the opposite bank of the river, a line of
similar buildings could be seen crowning & ridge runuing up into the hills of Dir.
The huildings rest on rock ledges, levelled up when necessiry with musonry
platforms. The style of their masonry belongs to the Gandhiitan period, and
they follow a more or less uniform plen. A square tower, sometimes with a round
bastion at each corner, and built up solid to b height of 10° or 12 above the ground,
adjoins a group of rooms ranged in straight line or round & squire. The onter
wills of these rooms, now standing to a height of 5" or &', are often as much
as 3' thick, and are pierced by narrow spertures splayed inwards. The aversge
dimensions of the solid towers were some 23' square, while the area covered by
the adjoining rooms was usually about three times as big. Secarcely any potsherds
are to be seen on the surfuce in the neighbourhood of these forts. A few hundred
yards west of the ridge on which these buildings stand, a series of ancient cul-
tivation terraces, supported by mough stone walls, could be traced on the lower
slopes of the hill. The cultivators of these fislds perhaps lived in buts of mud
or brushwood, and used the stone forts principally as places of refuge in time of
nead.
By the end of a week's stay at Malakand srrangements for our work in
Swat had been made with the Wali, and we were able to move into his territory,
The considerations which led us to selevt Barikot as & buse have been disoussed
in the previous chapter (p. 8). 1In the following sccount the exeavations and
survey work in the Barikot distriot will be described in geographical rather than
chronological order, starting with the sites in the most westerly of the three valleya
which converge on Barikot and then going esst. This westernmost valley runs
south-west from Barikot, and is called Kandak after the stream which flows
through it to join the Swat river at the foot of Barikot hill, During the summer
months this stream is little more than a trickle, except after one of the heavy
thunderstorms which oceur every few days in Swat, when it ix swollen for a fow
hours into a tearing yellow torrent, The fields on the floor of the valley are
under oultivation, but the upper slopes are for the most part too steep and
rocky even for the enterprising plough of the Swati farmer. A road connects

' Tour it Ewat, p. &,
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Barikot with three or four hamlets further np the valley, which then rises steeply
up to the range on which the site known as Amluk is situated.

Eroavations at Kawjar Kote—Close under the ridge on the western side of
the walley, about 8 miles from Barikot, are n group of ruins known as Kanjar
Kote (Plan, Plate XI, 1). The surfuce remains were surveved by Sir Aurel
Stein in 1926, but for the sake of convenience thev may ngnin be described hers.
For 100 feet below the crest of the ridge, the hillside i5 coversd with walled
terraces on which the foundations of buildings can still be traced. Most of these
are now mere heaps of debris, but it was poasible to identify here and there rows
of tall niches, and one or two wvaulted chambers were standing almost intact,
though Lalf-filled with stony detritus, The lowest series of terraces extends for
about 100 yards north-east and south-west, and was oconpied. as the surface
remuaing showed, by n group of monastery buildings on the ususl Gandhiran
plan. At the north-east end was a courtyard (A) containing a stiipa, and partly
swrrounded by domed niches like those in the chapel court at Takht-i-Bahi,
though all but two of them had completely collapsed. From the south-west
corner of this court s roadway, flanked by high niches set back on broad platforms
of masonry rising 8 or 4 feet above the level of the rond, led past the entrance
of & second court (B) and thence to the upper terraces. A gully which bounds
the whole complex of buildings on the west side i= probably the bed of & stream
now permanently dried-up. The enclosure (B), with a level grassy floor from
2 to 8 feet below the level of the roadway, had plainly been an open court devoid
of buildings, Along its western side, the roofs of stone cells could just be traced
projecting about a foot above the level of the roud. The surface of court (A)
was a welter of broken masonry, in the middle of which a mound of large stones
riging several feet above the surrounding chaos, indicated the remaing of o stiips.
On the eastern side of the court, shallow burrows intersecting the piles of stones,
und o few pieces of battersd schist carving scattered sbout on the surface, showed
that local diggers had been there hunting for sculpture. In the course of their
search they had uncoversd & patch sbout 9 long and 3° deep of the masonry
facing of the square buse of the stiips, and part of the steps in the middle of its
eastertl side.  Above the square base, traces of u round base could just be made
out in the mass of fallen stones which was all that remained of the drum of the
stiipe.  The surface of the courtyard on the western side of the stiipa was apparently
untouched, and we decided to start by clearing this area; subsequently the
northern and eastern parts of the court were also partially uncovered.

The masonry of the square base of the stfipa, which measured 31’ square,
was almost intact, and retained large patches of a covering of white plaster, The
pavement was reached at 7° below the surface. On the western side of the large
stiipa a row of small stiipas was uncovered, irregularly aligned st distances vary-
ing from 2' 3" to 4" 9" from the base of the main stpa (Plate II, 1). On two
of them part of the original drum was still standing, but on the rest, as on most
of those subsequently discovered, everything above the square base had crumbled,

! Tour in Swat, pe 4.
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Part. of a modillion cornice in stucco was still clinging to the buse of one of these
stfipas, and small pieces of stucco mouldings were found in the debris that sur-
rounded them. This debris contained several fragments of the stone umbrellas
which once crowned the small stipas, and also thres of the harmidias, carved
with & relief on each side, which fitted around the shafts of the umbrellas on top
of the stiipas. Several fragmentary reliefs found at the foot of the small stiipas,
seem, judging by their curve, to have formed purt of a frieze decorating the
round base of the large stiipa. The best preserved, measuring 15" %8, is divided
into two panels by a band of imbricate ornament. The upper panel consists
of a continuous friese of figures of no apparent significance: the lower consists
of two seenes from Buddhn's early life—his trinls of strength with other vouths,
and his wedding—separsted by the familisy framed Indo-Corinthian column,
(No. 31, Hllustrated London News, Dec. 24, 1938).

Lying among the stone fragments wore a number of the iron clamps and nails:
with which the reliefs were originally fastened to the walls, and also of bent
pins with round heads about 1}" in diameter, which may have served as door
studs.

Below the stone paving the soil was archwologically burren. In none of the
monasteries wo excavated in Swat' wers any objects found beneath the pave-
ment. The culture represented by thess sites appears to have been entirely
mtrusive.

Clearance of the north-sastern part' of the court (A) revealed further rows
of small stiipas, Hera we found, besides stone fragments, some small heads
of Buddha and one of a Lion that had evidently formed part of the stucco decora-
tion of the small stipas, Owing to the sxtreme sparsity of the objects recoversd
in proportion to the wrea laboriously cleared, further excavation of this court
seomed unlikely to be of any profit, snd was sbandoned after eight days" work.
Although it seemed improbable that any objects of interest would be found in
the enclosure (B), experimental trenches wore sunk along its north-esstern side,
and disgonally to the centre from the western corner. Nothing was found in
these trenches but fragments of cosrse red pottery.  The pavement was resched
at just over 3' below the surface. At the western corner of the court ane of the
domed cells ulready mentioned was excavated and was seen to be & squire
chamber, like the cells in the lower courtvard at Takht-i-Bahi, o' high . from
its stone floor to the centre of the domed roof, with a door 2' Hhigh giving onto
the court.

Apart from the two courtysrds, two of the separate cells were clesred. of
debris but nothing was found in' them,

Excavations ot Gumbat.—A mile and o half south of Kanjsr Kote on the
same side of the valley are & group of mounds, representing the remains of shiipas,
and & shrine with a high dome, which probably gives the site its name of Gumbat,
For & description of the shrine, & bare shell of Gandhiran masonry now inhabited
by » Gujar family, reference may again be made to Sir Aurel Stein’s report.t  The

' Tour in Swat, pp. L2 I
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stiipas on pither side of the shrine were much more decayed even than the stiipn
at' Kanjar Kote, and partly overgrown with serub. But here, as elsawhore, the
surface remains were no trustworthy indicstion of what lay below. The senlp-
tured remaing dog up round one stiipa at Gumbat were far more numerons, and
i general better preserved, than these discovered in the stiipa court ab Kanjar
Kote.

It was impossible to olesr any of the stiipas on the southern side of ths
shrine as they were surrounded by fields under cultivation. Accordingly, opera-
tions were confined to the stiips mound to the morth of the shrine. Its top
had long since been trodden down, and was used by the Gujars as s milking place
for their cattle. Lower down, patches of wall made it possible to trace the
line of the stiips base which was 31" square. It was found to be surrounded
bg}f small stiipus, standing on a pavement which wad reached at 5 below the
stirfuce,

A oumber of stone fragments were recovered from the debrizs round the
large stiipn and between the small ones. The round base of the main stiipa
had evidently been decorated with o similar frieze to that at Kanjar Kote,
Several curved panels were found, precisely parallel in arrangement to the frag:
ment fromi Kanjar Kote already described. The scenes of adoration which &1
the upper band of the frieze are remarkable for the variety of ways in which
the Buddha figure is represented. On the fragments discovered he is once seen
seated in BEuropean fashion, once surrounded by an aureole enciroling his whole
figure (not merely & nimbus bohind the head) and several times clumsily ocurved
in full profile (No. 71 Plate V, 1)—uone of them ways of representation by any
means common in Gandhiran art.

In a group of putely decorative reliefs the use of Hellenistic motifs is parti-
cularly marked. Several smull friezes are carved with figures grouped in pairs
between Indo-Coriuthian pilasters (No. 51, Plate ITI, 1). With their toga-like
dress and declamatory attitudes, thess figures snisck strongly of the Roman
forum. Such friezes bear more than a superficial likeness to the carvings on
enrly Cliristinn sarcophagi, with their rows of saints gronped in pairs beneath
the srches of a colonnade. The Buddhists were of course drawing on the same
rag-bag of Hellenistio motifs as the early Christian artists in Ttaly and the Near
Hast, On several of the Gumbat veliefs appear the two long-tailed birds perched
on the rim of a bowl, which recur with snch insistence in the Hellenistio art of
the eastern Mediterranean. the most striking heing a comice, probably from a
emall stiips, where this motif is combined with acanthus leaves and women
holding drinking-oups to their lips (No. 62, Plate IIT, 2). On another cormice
are some flonting cupids, somewhat gross of form and feature, and wearing heavy
unklets (No. 66, Plate 11T, 3). Several small figures of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
were found, mostly very much defaced, and some hands of larger figures, A
Boddhisattva (No. 80) is illustrated in Plate VII. There were also a fow frag-
menta of stucco decoration.

Besides the usual clamps and pins, the ironwork found with the genlptures
included one more interesting object. This was a bell, consisting of a cﬂinder



18 EXCAVATIONS IN SWAT AND EXTLORATIONS IN OXUS TEERITORIES

24" in dismeter, with an S-shaped hook passing through a ring at its upper end,
(No. 41, Plate VIH, 3). The bell measures 97 from the tip of the hook to the
mouth of the cylinder, one side of which has largely broken away, only the top
section being complete. Part of the olapper was found attached by rust to
a tongue projecting from the roof of the evlinder, though this was too much broken
to show the exact method of attachment. The discovery of this bell forms o
pleasing footnote to the remark of the Chinese pilgrim Sung Yun, who visited
Swat in the 5th century, that in that country *at evening the sound of the monus-
tery bells may be heand on every side’.!

Revonnaissance of Barikot distriot.—During the exoavation of Kanjar Kote
and Gumbat, which to some extent was carried on conourrently, members of the
party took it in tumns to reconngitre the surrounding country, partly in order
to gather material for & survey of all the rertains, and partly to explore fresh sites
for excavation, The direction of these reconnaissances was st fitst determined
by Sir Aurel Stein’s report made ton years before, but later the antiquarian infor-
mation brought into our camp by the Tahsildar's son or the villagers themselves,
ensbled us to add s good many sites to those already marked on Stein's map.
In the ten years that had elapsed since his visit, and partly perhaps in conse-
quence of it, native excavators of saleable soulpture had evidently not been idle.
All too often some site in the hills would be brought to our notice only because
local diggers had made o haul of ‘huts” there within the last few yesrs. TIndeod,
practically every monastery site we visitsd bore traces of their activitiss, The
visits of agents from the antiqne dealers of Peshswar and Rawalpindi, and the
inquiries of European visitors, have made the Swat villagers alive to the demand
for Gandharan sculptures; and many of their houses contain carvings which patient.
inquiries may induce the owners to display. Fortunately the pilfering of the
monasteries. had seldom been thorough, and at least a part of nearly evory site
was unfouched.

Ercavations at Amluk—The work at Gumbat was nearing complstion when
the shepherds who spent the summer with their flocks in the hills at the head of
the Kuandak valley, brought word to Barikot of a Butbhana (" place of idols ).
Four miles from Barikot, the rosd slong the Kandak valley ends abruptly among
the trees of a small cemstery. From here to the shepherds’ site, 4,000 feet above
the valley floor, was a stiff four hours' chimb in a westorly direction, over alaty
boulders and through thick shrub where even the local guides sometimes loat
the indistinct track. More than once on the way up, a naturally rounded kmoh
of rock tricked uk for 8 moment into thinking that we were looking at s man-
made stiipa; more than ones, the regular shape and smooth surface of sorne
piece of schist lying by the side of the track, induved s to turn it over, half
expecting to find it carved on the under side. Where the westorn nidge of the
Kandak valley merges with the knot of hills ot its soutlers end, its orest forms
& grassy platean sbout 50 yards wide, running roughly sast angd west. Along
the plateau’s northern edge thete dre traces of ancient foundation walls, while

b Baddbist Beeords of the Western Workd,' tranal. B, Bual (38 Vol L p. xeiv.
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at its western end theé ground slopes up to & massive slab of rock, crowned hy
a ruined stipa (Plan, Plate XI, 2). Twenty vards down the hill to the north
of this is the mound of a second stiipa, while 30 yards north-west of the first
stiipa o rocky knoll, some 70 yards by 85 yards, curries the remainz of founda-
tion walls, probebly of & monastic establishment., Round these two eminences
the ground falls sharply in a wild landscape of raving and scrub snd prest pin-
nocles of boulder of strangely artificial appearance. The Swat valley, seen far
below through the slowly drifting clouds, lonks common-place und tame.

At the time of our prelimmary visit of investigation there were signe of
recent digging in the debris round the main stips, snd we picked up part of a
aeated Buddha figure in unusually good reépair. Some months before, we were
told, & party of pillagers had spent a day on the site, but the Wali's onders had
caused them to décamp, apparently before they had time to do much damage.
The site seemed worth excavating, but it was obviously impossible fto wark it
from our base at Barikot. Part of the camp had to be transported up the hill
on the backs of coolies—the truck beéing too stesp in plaves ‘even for mules—and
for the first stage of the excavations two members of the party lived for seversl
days in a cave at the foot of the stipa mound. The shepherds who found o
similar  shelter on the hills below proved vigowous, if easily discournged
diggers.  Unfortunately, owing to the proximity of this desolate place to the
frontier between Swat and British tribal ferritory, it was necessary to out
short the excavation of the site after a few dsye’ work. It was, indeed,
only the generosity and good will of the Wali that it was possible to camp
there at all. A fortnight later we were able to complete our excavations ut
the site by climbing up each day from a camp some 1,000 feet lower down
the  hill,

The stiipa (A) was supported on & shallow masonry platform built onto the
great  boulder already mentioned (Plate II, 2). It had a rectangular bass,
83> 27", with the longer sides rumning north and south. In the centre of the
north side a platform 8" wide projected 2° 6" from the stiipn bhase—evidently
part of a stairway, some of the lower steps of which could also be traced. In
the mass of fallen musonry which was all that remained of the uppér part of the
stiipn, & few feet of wall made it possible to trace the line of the round hase,
which has a dinmeter of 22°.  On its northern gide, in line with the stairway
descending from the syuare base, wns a smsll platform, 3° 6° wide and projecting
4" from the round base. As will be seen from the plan, the round base of the
stfipa is not placed ot the centré of the square baseé, but nearer to its southern
end, so that at the northem end a conziderable free spuce iz loft on either «ide
of the stairway platform.

The stipa is thus unusual in plan. It is also distinguished by the
facing of the bases, which consists, not of masonry of the ctstomary  (ian-
dbiran type, but of neatly chiselled blooks of regular shape and uniform size
fitted together without the usual packing of thin slates. Similar masonry lias
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been used on one of the small stipas at Awmluk, and on two completely decayved
stiipas at Shaban, two miles below Amluk in the Kandak valley.

On clearance of the square base of the stiips & good many stone sculptures
were found lying among the debris on the stone paving. The finds suggest a
fairly high proportion of figure sculpture to relief panels. Most striking of the
laster were four frugments of a friese apparently composed of scenes from Buddha’s
life alternating with ludo-Persisn pilasters in niches or frames (No. 114, Plate
IV, 3).

The arrangement of the fragments in Plate 1V, 8, represents o reconstruction
of their relutive positions in the complete friezs, though not, of course, of the
original spacing between them. The scenes, or such parts of them 45 have sur-
vived, present some iconographical puzzles. Oun the left. the Buddha is shown
seated under the pipal tree and surrounded by worshippers, wmong whom the
monks, with their shaven heads. are prominent. According to the system of
iconographical clyes worked out by M. Foucher in his classic analysis,! the pipal
tree should indicate that the scene is connected with the moment of Buddha's
Mlumination. But at that moment, when the Master first grasped the Truth
for himself. and had not yet preached it to others, the monastio order of Buddhism
did not exist. The foundation of that order is suppesed to be represented by
the five monks who appear, for the first time, ss M. Foucher says, “in this world
and on our seulptures,' seated on either side of the Buddba when he preaches
the First Sermon at Benares. M. Foucher, indeed, regards the presence of
these five monks us a clue distinguishing the First Sermon from sootiss connected
with the IMumination, with which it s otherwise apt to be confused. Tf M.
Foucher's interpretation of the various ecluss is nccepted, it must be adwitted
that the artists of Gandhiira were apt to combine the symbolism of these tiwo
famouz episodes in a perplexing manner. A panel in the possession of Masjor-
General Haughton, of which he kindly showed me & photograph, shows Buddha
with the five monks seated about him, and other figures in the background much
like those in the upper part of the Awmluk soene. The fact that he is ssated
under the pipal-tree and in the * earth-witness* attitude, suggests that the spene
belongs to the cycle of the Hlumination. On the other hand, the presence of
the five monks, and the whesl of the law between two deer seen in the front of
the Buddha's throne, point as clearly to the Sermon in the desr-park,

Evidently in Gandhiaea the wonography of the life story was not s precisely
fixed, or else not so striotly followed, us has sometimes been suggested.  The
monks tepresented in the Amlok panel are not the traditional five seated  din-
ciples ; nevertheless, their appearance in s pipal-tree scene looks like u further
instance of the laxity of Gandhirsn leonographers, or of the elasticity of the
canon which they followed.

The other scene which has survived from this frieze does not, like the first,

contain contradictory elements, but though more complete, it is equally difficult
to identify with certuinty. The Buddha is surrounded by disciples or worshippers

' A Foucher, L'art gréeo-bowddhiqan dn Gandhbaes, 1., =p, . 435,
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in lay dress, He is seated under an Indian fig tree, with his right hand
ruised in the gesture of ‘reassurance’ and his left (missing in the photograph,
but actually recovered and since restored) grasping the corner of his robe  The
nature of the tree suggests a reference to the First Sermon at Benares, and the
gesture of reassurance, though in general vague and unspecifie, is often used in
that connesion. The absence of any monks makes it very improbable that the
episode i the First Sermon itselfl. The scene may represent the gods urging
the Buddha to preach. In most versions of this- scens, the gods nre headed by
Brahmi and Indra. In the Amluk  panel, the pre-eminent figure seated
on Buddha's left might conceivably be Indea, but his gesture, a replica of
Buddha's own. = not one of prayer, and moreover there is no sign of Brahma,
who in' thik epizode usually holds the place of importance on Buddha's lefr. I
then the seene really represents the Tnvitation to preach, it is an  anorthodox
version.

At the northern foot of the knoll on which stiipu (A) was sitinted, was the
monnd representing & second stiipn (B). This was very much deviyed, a fow
feet only of the facing of the round base being intact. Excavation disclosed
that the stiips lud no squere base; the round base was 15" in diameter. Tt
stood on a paved terrace and was surrounded by small stipas, of which only
the box-like square bases remained, varying in size from 5 to 10/ square. As
already mentioned, one of these small stipas wus faced with masonry of the same
type as stiph (A). A niche in the base of another small stiips contained the
headless figure of a seated Budidha, originklly abont 2' high (Plage 11, 3). The
niche was not in the centre of the side of the stfips, nor was there any other
miche in this or any of the other small stiipas. The figure it contsined wus the
only one found in sitn during the wholeé of the summer's excavations.

The senlptures recovered from the small stiipa terrace included o Baddhs
figure, 277 in height, seated in dhormacakra mudrd, which wes found lying face
downward on the pavement near the northern edge of the terrsce (No. 107,
Plate IV, 2). A smaller Buddha fignre from the same arvea is illustratsd in Pliste
VIL, 2. From the debrs round stiips (B) came the most interesting piece of
sculpture discovered: during the three months’ work in Bwat,  The Buddha head
illustrated in Plate 1V, 1 {No. 158) with its wide open, staring eves. its rounded
cheeks and fleshy lips purting in o smile, is quite distinet not only from the other
fignres found at Amluk, but from all the familiar types of Gandhatan Buddha
There 12 in the British Museunt a head strikingly similar to this one in style and
techmique : it is said to come from Kafirkot, & monsstery u fow miles west of
Amluk, Apart from this, no other head of the type is known to uv' in any
Gandhfiran collection.  Thers 8. on the otlier hand, an unmistaksble uEEnitd-.-
with certain sandstone heads from Mathurfl, for example, & head in the Indian
Section of the Vietoria and Albert Musenm, South Kensington (1. M. 3-1927), and
published by Vogel! The Amluk head is executed in an idiom so similir to
this and other Mathuri seulptures that it is diffionit to believe that the man
who made it had not seen the products of the Mathuri school, or even worked

4, Ph. Vogrl, * La smilptam die Mashum,’ plate XXXb,
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in that schopl limself. That the mspiration in this case poassed from Mashurs
to Gandbfira, dnd not gice versa, is made practically certain by the fact that the
Amluk and British Museum hends are exceptions strongly differentiated from
the mas: of Gandhiran Boddha types, whilst the Mathurd@ heads in guestion
belong to o considerable gronp of homogeneons carvings.

The influence of Gandhiran work on the artists of Mathura has been recognised
in the occurrence st Mathurh of Buddba ficures in the Gandhara convention.
Intercourse betwesn two great centres of art in the Kushan empire was of course
highly probable, particularly im view of the wide export of Mathuri sculpture
to other parts of India, but up to the present there has been little definite evidence
of the currency of Mathur® products and ideas on the Fromtier. The dis-
covery of this head at Amluk leaves no room for doubt that Mathurd artists some-
times eame to the North West and worked in the loeal schist, or else that their
works were very closely und sympathetically studied by some at least of the
Gandhiiran artists, A fingerpost in the same direction is provided by a group
of small figures, mostly carved in n brownish schist, which have recently come
to light in the Frontier area, and bear an unmistakable family likeness to
the Yukshis on the Mathuri railing pillars of the 1st and 2nd centuries AD.
The Amluk hewd was probubly carved not earlier than the related Mathurd heads,
which can be dated by inscriptions to the 2nd and 8rd centuries A, and is
very likely roughly contemporary with them. In view of the chacs in which
the sculptures were found, und the known practice of making periodical additions
to the decoration of the monasteries, the dating of this one head, vague as it is,
is not necessarily applicable to the other sculptures found at the site.

No trace of stuceo decoration was discovered at Amlulk.

Ezcavations at Chinabara.—As already mentioned. the excavation of Amluk
had to be broken off after a few days’ work., A fortnight later, after Barger
snd Emanuvel had left for Afghanistan, we were able to move the camp from
Barikot up to a spur on the hillside below the ridge, about & mile to the north-
east of Amluk itsell, and from there to complete work on the site. While in
this camp, where we had for neighbours a colony of cave-dwelling Gujars, rumours
reached us of revent digging at a place further up the valley. Three guarters
of o mile slong the hillside south of the camp, a scramble over a series of deep
rocky gullies brought ws to a small grassy platean. Two sadjoining ferraces,
the lower about 80 yards long by 30 yards wide and the upper rather smaller, had
evidently been artificially levelled and showed traces of ancient foundation walls,
whilst further up the hill the remains of o completaly wrecked stiips could be
recognised on the summit of & rocky knoll. Even this obsoure place had not
escaped the attention of a Hindu dealer, who, some months before our visit, was
said to have dug there for o few hours, A few shallow pits in the surfuce of the
upper terrace, and some fragments of sculpture, were evidence of his activities,
We sank a trench across the upper terrace, and another running at right angles
toit. These revealed porfions of walls and some fragments of sculpture within a foot
of the surface. Unfortunately the lack of time, and the difficulties and expense
of maintaining the camp so far from any village, made it impossible to do more
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than a few dayd’ exeavstion—insuflicient éven to establish definitaly the nature
of the buildings to which the walls belonged. The seulptures foond Iying near
the walls,—some rounded friezes, carved with stereotyped adoration scenes—had
plainly formed part of the round bases of small stiipss. The outstanding finds
were two complete panels, and part of a third, all carved with a familiar Gandhiran
motif—men carrying on their shoulders an undulating garland (No. 170, Plate
VIL, 8). Fach panel is complete in itself—it is not a section of a longer Friexe;
O the analogy of similar panels from Jamalgarhi, now in the British Museum,
which are suid to have been found i situ on the risers of steps, it muy be assumed
that such was the function of the panels ut Chinabara, though no trace of steps was
found.  The garland-carrying figures are gross and paunchy with enormous flaf
feet. They are at once coprser and more vigorous than similar figures on the
majority of examples of this well-known Gandhiran adaptation of a Hellenistic
theme. A few of the figures have one leg advanced and raized, with the foot
resting on 4 conveniently plawced bowl. Al of them wenr anklets: some are
otherwise naked, some have a shirt-like garment resching to the calves, one or
two  tight-fitting vest with short sleeves, and pne a dhoti. Az usual, the figures
framed in the upper loops of the garlind are playing various instroments—pipes,
cymbals, pan-pipe and an Indian drom of meidmiga type.

A fragment of a fourth panel of similar form is decorated with another
variation of the undulating scroll fruming human fignres.  In the loope of a ving
tendril are the busts of two figures holding drinking-bowls, while between them a
griffin-like creature with wings spread straddles a bowl.

No' piece of stueco was found, but thres terracotta fragments evidently
came from a large Buddha head in that material, with tightly curled hwr. One
of these fragments 15 an eye measuring over fwo inches in length. so that the
head wis probubly about twice life size; Probably many of the vast figures
which onee stood in the great empty niches to be seen in almost every monastery
were made of terrhcottn, 1 %0, it is not surprising that fragments of these colossi
g0 rarely survive.

Several trenches were sunk m the lower tertice but only one of them, at the
end nearest the upper terrace, disclosed traces of wall. Judging by the nature
of the objects found near them, these were probably part of the living quarters
of a monastery. Close together at the ungle of two walls, two feet below the
surface, were a cylindrical iron vessel, a small earthenware lamp and some frag-
ments of larger pots, and a square schist lamp with an inscription in Kharoshthi
seript round the rim.  As far a8 it is legible this runs: *“ Sagami candisami (! ga
da) agisala (e go s0!)." In the monastery of the four quarters...... ! in the
refectory (1).......

Other sites in the Kandak valley.—Repeated inquiries and peérsonal explora-
tion  failed to disclose any other considerable sites in the hills st the head of the
Kandak valley. At Shaban, at the foot of the mountain mass blocking the top
of the valley, the huts of n small Gujar colony are clustered by the side of the
stream. Here are the remains of two completely wrecked stiipas, which have

B



24 EXCAVATIONS IN SWAT AND EXPLORATIONS IN OXUS TERRITORIES

already been mentioned as showing truces of the same type of masonry as stiipa
{A) at Amluk, wnd further down the hillside on the way to Barikot are two more
stlips mounds,  Halfway up the eastern slope of the valley, almost due eust from
Gumbat, wre the rimains of 4 monastic establishment. A clearing on the hills
sids, here thickly wooded, is occupied by the huts of another tiny settlement.
A level grassy terrace looks like the site of an ancient conrtyard. and the steep
hillside above is coversd with the remaing of walled terruces wnid ruined pells,

Sites in the Najigram Volley—The second of the three villeys which meet
st Barikot is conveniently numed sfter the village of Najigram, thres miles almost
duv south of Barikot. Immedistely above Najigram on the western side of the
spur which divides this valley from that leadding to the Karaksr pass, are the ruins
of 4 fort-like building, and of & complotely wrecked stipn. On the opposite side
of the valley, about half'a mile south-west of Najigram village, » narrow nift in the
hills shelters the ruins of Tokargumbat—the lurge sifips, monastery  buildings
and barrage describod by Sir Aurel Steind An experimental olesranoe of the
western side of the stiipa hase produced a few extrémely battered stone mn'mga.
and portions of the fallen umbrells of the stipa.

Excavations at dbarchinar.—A mile further south up the Najigram  valley
15 the mouth of another wooded ravine, running parallel to that of Tokargumbat,
A quarter of a mile up the path beside the stony bed of the stream which omerges
from this ravine, a lurge group of monastery ruins conies into view, known as
Abarchinar, (Plan, Plate X1, 8). The only building still stunding on the right
bank of the stream is @ stiips (A) of imposing size, and almost intact but for the
usual cleft in the dome made by treasure-seskers, The dense umlergrowth
which enveloped the lower parts of this and sll other buildings on the site tsds
wecurate measurement  diffioult,  The massive roctangular platform or bass of
the stiips, rising to « height of 30' sbove the stream-bed, mbnsured 40" X 55,
Above this was the usual round base, carrying a dome divided into tiers by pro-
jecting cornices.  Along the enstern side of the square base runs & low chamber
or vaulted corridor,

Un the opposite side of the stream the main group of buildings rise in tiers
up the sharply sloping hill. The eastern end of the lowest serics of terraces was
evidently occupied by the living quarters of the monustery. An' open oours,
(F) about 32 yards square, with s level grass-grown floor, is partly surrounded
by the remains of stone-built rooms of varipus shapes and sizes, (8. T. V). On
the eastern side of the court, these are backed against o high outer wall wlich is
still inbact to a height of about 407 above the level of the ground outside. On the
inside, the floors of the rooms vary in level, hut are nowhers more thin 15 below
the present summit of the outer wall. The latter, which was originally several fest
higher, is pierced ut varying heights with rectangular windows, spluyed inwards,
10" sbove the present floor level of room (8) & row of trinngular niches, each formed
by three long slates plaved end to ond, hos been let into the wall.  On the south
side the containing wall rises 50’ above the bed of the stream. It is the outer

'Twlnhnl.pp.lﬁﬁq
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edge of a platform honeyeombed with small dells and vanlted chiambers at various.
levels, the roofs of the lower chambers being for the most part o foon or two above
the present level of the central courtyard.

West of the large courtvard and its surrounding ehambers, the devationsl
buildings of the monastery are crowded onto a series of narrow ledges or artificial
platforms between the bed of the stream and the hill which rises steeply behind
them. The whole site is thickly overgrown with thorny serub.  Tmmediately
west of the court (P) is stiipa (L) with a completely decayed dome carried on a
round base 8 high and 90" in circomference.  Tmmediately to the north of it
are the remains (M) of o row of domed cells measuring about 12" % 13°. West of
the stipa and on the same termace i a rectangular open ocourt (O}, 54
long, bounded on the north by the high wall of the terrace above and on the south
by the remains of further cells and vaulted rooms (I). On the terrmce above the
west end of this court riges a large domed vell (F), measuring 10° 8" 15" 8", Part
of the dome his fallen in; its highest point must originally have been 25° above
the level of the floor. At a higher level still are the stiips (C) and the remains
of a gigantic niche (D), 27" square, with walls still standing in places to a height
of 30", Before the open front of this niche are u series of ledges, vach sbout 8" wide,
descending to the level of the terrace wall. To the west of this is a small square
cell (E) und next to that the stiips (B). The stiipns (B) and () are almost
identicsl in dimensions and construction, and a description of B will suffice for
both. The square hase or platform was traceable on the south or valley side,
where it measured 21°, On the other three sides it hud broken down and merged
into the stony debris and scrub of the hillside. Above this the round base,
02" in circumference snd originully 4" 6% high, ix practically complete. The
drum it carries has been desply quarried on the west side, but enongh remains
to show thst its summit must have been reached some 15° above the top of the
round base. Its surface is divided into tiers by two cornices of flat stones. The
lowest tier and the round base are divided at intervals of ' by pilasters formed
of thin slates embedded mm the masonry. Most of these have fallen out, leaving
only the matrices or empty niches in the stonework.

On the jungly hillside above the main group of buildings are the scattered
remains of further buildings, mostly small viulted chambers,

Kxperimental trenches were sunk in the neighbourhood of all four stiipas.
At stiipas (A) and (C), these produced only a few fragments of much battered
reliefs. Clearance of the round base of stiipa (L), at the north end of the large
courtynrd, wis more productive. The dome of this stéipa, as already mentioned,
had completely crumbled.  The fact that its sculptural remains were far more
numerous than those of the other stiipas at Abarchinar, all of them relatively
intact, 18 an interesting instance of the inverse proportion frequently observed
between the extent of the preservation of the building itself, and of its seniptural
decoration. The fragments recoversd include purely decorative details, such as
panels of formnl lotus pattern, parts of two stone pilaster capitals, of separate
figures, and of descriptive scemes. One of the latter, probably part ot a birth
soene, representing s drum evidently played by unseen hands and an onlooker

E2
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biting his fingers in wonder, i3 remarkible for the deep undercutting of the stone,
the figures being treated almost in the round. Two fgures, s moustuohio’d
prince with flat circular headdress and o lady with bat-like wings, are also treated
in deep relief and are perhaps part of the same seéne.  (No. 144, Plate V, 5.)

In contrast to these picces the one complete figure found—the seated Bodhi-
sattva, illustrated in Plate V. 4, (No. 138), is carved retarkably fiat. The broad.
flut fuce, with the hair arranged on the forehewd in & double band of éurls, is of
type met with among the figures on the reliefs. A very similar Bodbisattva
from an unknown site in Swat i5 in the possession of Mujor Cobb at Malpkand.

One of several detached heads found at this sifipn was that of a Bodhisativa
with a lion’s head in the centre of the headdress, (No. 130, Plate V. 2), Possibly
the lion ormument hus sotne s=ignificance in connection with Gastama's pame
Sikyasiiha (Lion of the Sakyas):

Of the two incomplete pilaster capituls, one has the usual small Buddhs
figure seated ahove the curling seanthus leaf at the centre, In the other this
place is occupied by o more unusual group, consisting of a standing figure, fanked
by two attendants, in o four-horsed chariot (No. 141, Plate VII, 4).

The stiipa (B), st the western end of the monastery complex, has nlready heen
described.  No stone fragments were found in i« nmghhuurhno& but on clearing
the round base eleven stuceo heads were found lying at intervals in the debris round
its foot. All but one of these were Buddha heads, of varying sizes but all very
similar in type; the ohief difference bﬁm;, m the treatinent of the hair, (Nos. 132
and 127, Plate VI, | and 3). This is represented in three different ways:—bg
wavy ridges running from side to side of the head, and divided into columns by
slight indentations running from front to back; as waving across the head from
front to back. starting from a point in the centre of the forehead, the undulstions
of the hair being represented by pear-shaped indentations: and Inutly—a more
formal version of the second nmt.hml—ub) a network of rqgu!nr eriss-crods  lines
forming dismond-shaped panels, each having & cirenlar indentation in the middle.
“The eleventh head is o Bodhisattva of the same facial type as the Buddhas,
(No. 131, Plate VI, 4). The bair is indicated by wavy ridges, with a fringe of vurls
beneath o fillet oo the forehend.  Four of these hesds wers hardly damaged at all,
but none of them showed any trace of colour. No frapment was found of bodies
to which they might have heen attached. In the surface debriz at the foot of
the round base s small copper coin was picked up, which sppests to be Sassanian,
but it is too much damaged for more precise identification.

Ewonvatioms of Nawagai.—Half u mile before the village of Nawngni is resched
on the way from Barikot to the Karakar puss and Buner, the road skirts » rounded
gpur thrust out by the ndge separating the Nujigram snd Katalur valleys.  On
the northern slope of this spur, 2ome 30° above the road, is & mussive stone termoce,
about 110" square, esrrying the remains of two stiipes.  As fur a8 could be Judged
these were identical in plan, but the smaller one wus too much desayed for
accurate measurement. The larger of the two has a rectangular base, 40'X55',
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surmonnted by the ususl round base with a dinmeter of 30" ; above thiz the dome
is still standing to a leight of 18, Both stfipas have a stairway in the centre
of the west side, rising to a projecting platform level with the top of the square
base. A remarkable featore of the larger stiips was the great size of some of the
stone blocks composing the facing of the base. A block at the north-west corner
measired 4" 4" 117<11%. The drom of the stips had as waual been dug into,
and much broken masonry littered the bases.  Part of the area at the foot of the
round base had been cleared ; on the surfade here we picked up o much
defaced stone fragment, showing a figure on a camel riding to the right ; behind
the camel is b soldier with spear in band, snd between the camel's head and the
rider are the head snd shoulders of u thind man. The rider holds some object
before him in bath hands: possibly he is one of the princes to whom Buddha's
relive were distributed, bearing home his precions charge.  Foucher illustrates
& parallel scene in the Lahore Musenm, where the same armed sttendants sppear
behind the camel, and the relic casket in the rider's hands is more ensily seen.!

Clearance of the rest of the round base of the large stiipa and of parts of the
square bases of hoth sifipus produced few seulptures of any note, A much
battered piece showing four figures in attitudes of ndoration must have belonged
to a ecene done on A larger scale than usual, as the figures, which are only shown
from the waist upwards, measure a foot in' height.. Further down the hill to the
north of the stiips terrace we cleared what proved to be a line of small stipas
of the ususl type. Here, too, the sculptural remains were few.

Twenty yurds up the hill, above the stiipa terrace, was a mound just re-
cognisable as s completely ruined stiipn.  On the spurs further ap the hill were the
remuins of several strong houses lile those ut Kulungai. and further up sull a
group of monastery buildings, much ruined and overgrown with serub. A row
of niches in one of the courtyards appeared to have contained statues which had
recently been removed.

Eaploration of wites on the vight bank of the Swat river.—While in camp at
Barikot we crossed the river to visit the group of ruins st Gumbatuns, a small
villuge on the opposite bunk; a mile and & half down the river from Barikot,
and especially to investigate the small circular shrine, discovered by Sir Aurel
Stein in a small ravine north-east of the village. The interior of this had evident-
ly been cleared, and the villagers told us that o few years previously o °sahib’
had dug out the debris and carried off the only piece of sculpture it contained.

Three miles up the river from Gumbatuna on the same bank is the large
village of Parmi. A mile north of the village, at the mouth of & ravine running
up intp the hills, are the ruins of & lirge monnstery spread out along s series of
terraces about 200 yards long. There are the usuul vourtyards, wnd the much
decayed remsins of three stiipus, one of them partly surrounded by cells. Clearanos

P L mes gréco-bonddbibgue do Guolbies,” 1, po 0, iy 290,
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round the base of this stiipa produced a few pieces of soulpture, some of them in
a soft green schist of very pleasing appearance. One of these—a fragment of
stiipn railing ornament—is illustrated in Plate V, 3 (No. 319),

In the surface debris at the base of a second stiipa were & fow coins of Soter
Megns.  One of the villagers told us thut he had discovered, (und long sitce
disposed of) o large hoard of coins, beneath the floor of & vaulted chamber on the
hill sbove the monastery.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Excavations at Charbagh in Upper Swat.

In the Upper Swat walley, monastery remains are comparatively few, but
there is plentiful evidence of oceupation in ancient times. Many of the rocky
spurs jutting ont from the hills on the valley's eastern side carry the remains of
Gandbirsn foandation walls, and their summits dte plentifully strewn with pot-
gherds. We were anxions to supplement our survey of monasteries by exesva-
fion at & purely domestic site; but the neighbourhood of Barikot offered no suit-
able opportunity.  Accordingly, while in camp thers, we devoted a day to visit-
ing a mound near ‘Charbagh, some twenty miles further mp the valley, which
Rir Aurel Stein had reported as showing tmces of ancient habitation!

A mile E. N, E, of Charbagh village, o lnrge flat-topped mound stands ont in
the middle of the broad valley through which a track gains the passes lsading
to the Ghorband river snd the Indus. (Plate IT, 4, and Plan, Plate XI, 4.) The
mound, known as Jampure Dheri, iz roughly oval in plan and rises to a height of
about 120 fest above the level of the swrrounding flelds, the flat top being sbout
40 yards long by 80 yards wide. The rocky cove of the hill erops out in places to
form natursl terraces for cultivation. These have been supplemented, partionlarly
on the lower slopes, by artificinl termacing ; patches of foundation walls of Gand-
hirun masonry appear at various levels on the sides of the mound. Pottery
fragments lay thick on the summit of the mound and on muny of the terraced
fislds.  Af the time of Bir Aurel Stein's visit twelve years before it was reportad that
some metal inusges had been found on the lower slopes, but that these had long
gince been melted down, On our first mconnaissance of this site we were shown
# briss spoon, nickelled over, which was said to have come to light, after & rain-
storm, in the same place. Tts handle is in the form of an image of Siva, and it
appears to be comparatively modern. A number of coins and clay seals shown
us in Charbiagh may have come from the same site.

A quarter of & mile south of the mound is a ruined stiips, which has meently
been icorpotatéd in the buildings of & modern farmbouse.  About hall way
betwean this stiips and Charbagh village, on the southern side of the valley, is a
small eircular mound ringed with partly ruined Gandhiran walls, to be discussed
in greater detail below. On the same side of the valley, a quarter of o mile from
Charbagh aud just east of a large clump of trees sheltering & small mosque, was a
stony mound probubly representing o completely decayed stiipa, since broken
soulptures were from time to time turned up there by the plough. Up the valley
beyond Jampure Dheri were further traces of the ancient population in the shape
of ruined walls and rock-tarvings, which were seen and desoribed by Sir Aurel
Stein'  This evidence of cooupation in Buddhist times, the surface finds reported
from Jampure Dheri itself, and the potsherds lying thick all over the mound,
decided us to spend if possible the last month of our tima in Swat in the excavation

* Tour in Swat, p 82
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of thix motnd,  Accordingly, at the beginning of September, we moved our
camp to Charbagh, where the Tahsildar, Abdul Ghaffar Khon, rivalled the suthori-
fies at Barikot in giving us that friendly and active assistance which made onr
stay at both places so thoroughly pleasant. At (harbagh we were able to camp
i considerable comfort by the side of the mosque already mentioned, & quirter
of a mile outside the village. In the twenty-six days which romained before
the date of our inevitable return to Peshawar, it wus not possible to do more than
make & number of trial excavations in various parts of the mound. For & number
of reasons we never employed more than thirty workmen. and the stony nature
of mueh of the s0il made digging extremely Iaborious and slow.

It seemied improbable that much would be gained by excavating in the upper
terraces, owing to the apparently slight' depth of the soil which there voversd the
nufural mock.  Nevertheless;, the striking number of potsherds strown about the
ploughed surface of the flat top of the mound, encouraged us to sink o trench (4)
across it from side to side, The position of this und other trenches sitbsequently
dug is indicated on the plan. In trench (A), the rock wis resched at a depth of
about 4 67, Subsequently trench (B). about 85’ long, was driven into the side
of the mound about half-way up its southern slope. No structural remains were
found, but the enormous proportion of stones in the soil seemed to indicate the
debris of collspsed buildings. Digging was discontinued here when a hard rocky
floor was reached about 10° below the surface in the middle portion of the
trench, which ran across a strip of cultivated field. In (€) trench, at the southem
foot of the mound, the rock was reached at 9 feet below the surface.

The objects found in all these trenches were much the sasme—plentifal
fragments of coarse red pottery, some animal bones, a few small pieces of glass,
clay heads and one or two terracotta figures.

Trial trenches dug in the lower slopes on the south-western side of the mound
uncovered & complex of walls abont a foot below the surface and extending for
i distance of just over 100" E, and W, with crass walls of varying length running
south at intervals. As time only permitted & superficial excavation of this Area,
it was not passible to irrive at a coherent system for these walls; which so far us
uncovered presented o very iregular plan. For the most part about 1 ¢°
thick, they consisted of large and small undressed stones sst very irregulaely in
mud. In most places they stood only some 2' 6" high, the foundation being
about 3" 6" below the surface. At this depth there had evidently been an
earthen floor, since a number of large pots, grouped in pairs, were found stinding
it that level, The pots, which varied from 17 to 1" 6" in height, were either
globular, with a rim about 1° deep, or bulging to a broad shoulder at about
two-thinds of their height, of coarse red ware and sither completely plain or with very
simple incised decorstion, Bonth of the central portion of the wall uncovered
the depth was taken down to ten feet, bub elsewhers not more thin five feat,

Apart from a few complete small pots, examples of which are illustrated in
Plste VIIL, 1 the objects recovered from this area were similar to those from the
trenches (A-C) already described, and which may be considered collectively.

-
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Potaherds were plentiful at all depths from the surface down to 6 below
it, no difference in their nature being perceptible over the whole range, They
were all of reddish ware, varying considerably in texture. Several spouts and
handles were found, The ware was either plain or decorsted with very simple
incised or raised patterns, mostly on the shoulder of the pot. Four terravotta
figurines, all of common types, were picked up in various parts of the excavations.
These were u horse with saddle, an snimul (perhaps a bull), n ram’s head, and a
female torso of well-polished dark ved eluy, (Nos. 284, 276, 257, 259, Plate
VHI 2) Two iron objects were found—a sickle and s heart-shaped bracelet.
Details will be found in the list of objects.

Three-quarters of a mile south-west across the wvalley from Jampure Dhﬂri.
as mentioned above, is o roughly ciroulsr flat-topped mound rising to about 80
dhove the level of the valles. On the south side it slopes gradually into the
hill behind, but the other three sides rise sharply from the surrounding fields.
Top and sides are roughly terraced for cultivation, the terrases being supported
partly by modern walls of roughly piled-np boulders, and partly on the remains
of mussive Gandbiran walls, This walling is nowhere continuous for more than
20, The surviving fragments seem to have formed part of two rings of wall,
ongé rinning round the vim of the present summit of she mound, and the other
encircling it about 30° from the top. Like Jampure Dheri, the surface of this
monund was thickly strewn with potsherds. A trench driven into its lower slopes
on the north side produced a similar crop of objects to those found at Jampure
Dberi. In the bed of a small stream, 100 yards wess of the mound, we found
& rough stone slab carved with the figure of a Bodhisattva.  The figure, which
was hesdless, measured 2° 6" in height.  The left leg and right hand are broken.
The loft hand, resting on the thigh, holds' a long-stalked lotus. The wasp-
waisted figure is by no means Gandhiiran in style. Like other rock-earvings in
Upper Swat, noticed and illustrated by Sir Aurel Stein,) which probably represent
Avalokitebvara, it uppears to belong to a later period than the Gandhiran remains,

¥ Moo oy Swant, gl 04, 40, 51 wnil jge 42, 98, 48,
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CHAPTER V.

General Conclusions.

The Swat landscape during the first soven centuries A.D. must have looked very
different from the valley as it appests to-day. Especially marked is the con-
trast bhetween the location of modern and aocient settlements. The present-
day population lives in the valley bottoms, while the ancient séttlements are
almost invariably in the hills. TIn Upper Swat, where monsstery ruins are com-
paratively few, the foundation walls and the masses of potshends on many of the
rooky spurs of the hills show cléarly enough where the ancient inhabitants made
their homes: on the low ground, generully speaking, there are no such traces of
former occupation. It is, of course, possible that in the main valley of the Swat
river extensive frrigation and ride cultivation have swamped the remains of
ancient settlements, but judging by the absence of remains on the comparatively
dry floors of the side valleys, this is unlikely, for existing monustery ruins, with
very few exceptions, are sitiated well up the hillsides, A monustic settlement
presupposes a neighbouring village where the monks conld beg their daily meal.
In many places the houses of the Buddhist villages, other than fortified centres,
have disappeared, but their deserted cultivation terraces are still to be seen, high
up on the rocky hillsides. The faot that many of the monasteries stand by the
side of gullies which once must have held water but are now dried up, is an indics-
tion of the olimatie changss which must have ocourred since they were built and
lived in. Today, the hillsides are almost entirely tresless. Yet all the
Chinese pilgrims who visited Swat in the days when Buddhism Hourished there,
speak of its fertility snd its well-wooded landscape. The often-quoted stoty
of Babar hunfing tiger in the Peshawar plain in the 14th century shows that
that part of Gandhiita was still covered with jungle long after the Buddbist period.

The most striking impressions derived from the excavstions as a whole were
the extreme sparsness of the sulptural remains, and the dameged condition
of those that wero found. This state of affairs is, of course; nothing new in
Gandhiiran archieology.  Stiipas reduced to stone-heaps, figures torn from their
niches, bands and heads from their bodies, friezes chipped snd sliced—such is
the common tale of Frontier excavation. No wholly satisfuctory explanation
has ever been offered for this chuas, and the results in Swat, where only one figure
was discovered in situ during tlis whole of the season’s work, makes it desicable
at least to rsise the question again.

The destruction of the monasteries of Gandhira used to be generally attri-
buted to the White Huns who swept into Northern Indis in the middle of the
fifth century A.D.  Yet even in the comparatively wccessible sites of the plain,
archrologicdl evidence suggests that the extent of the ravages of the White Huns
may have been over-estimated. Sir Aurel Stein formed the impression  that the

disfigurement of the sculptures unearthed at Sahri Bablol in 1912 was due to
naturil couses, rather than joonoclasm



EXCAVATIONS 1N SWAT AND EXPLORATIONS IN OXUS TERRITORIES 33

To what extent the chipping, battering and breaking of the soulptures found
i Swat may have been due to natural causes, it is impossible to ssy. A large
proportion of the damage consists in & lsteral slicing of the stone parallel to the
flat face of the relief, leaving o smooth plane of cleavage ncross the salient: parts
of the carving. Buoch aliving is frequent, for instance, in the hands and faces of
the figures. Anyone who has handled u piece of Gundhiran sohist knows how
easly it ohips and flakes. Tt is possible that when the coating of paint which at
first protected the sculptures sgainst the elements had worn off, watér might
seep into the eracks of the stone and & succession of heavy frosts eventunlly cause
o oleavage. Tt is hard to believe, though perhaps not impossible, that frost
alone should have been responsible for damsge of & more drastic kind, such 44 the
breaking of standing figures at the ankles. The number of bodiless heads
and headless bodies suggests that iconoclssm s¢ least played its part in the
destruction of the sculptures. It is, however, diffioult to attribute the desttue-
tion of the buildings themselves to the same cause. Sturdy indesd would be the
oditem theologicum which vented itsell in a systematic destruction of the mumber-
less solid stfipas of the Gandharan landscape. Yet in the vast majority of stiipas
disoovered, the dome and drum have been reduced to a welter of loose stones,
In Swaf, the proportion of comparstively intact stipas is larger. Tt might be
thought that this was due to their relatively secluded position, but such a con-
clusion is not borne out by the fact that one of the best preserved, the great stiipa
of Shankardar, a mile beyond Barikot, is also one of the most accessible in the
whole territory, while nisny of those in the remote side valleys, as at Amluk,
have completely collapsed.  Some of the stiipas no doubt gradually crumbled
withont any human agency to assist their fall. Tt is likely, however, that many
of them owe their collapse principally to the fressure-seekers, who, perhaps in
mediwval as well s modern times, huve butrowed through the solid MIRSONTY
of the dome in search for the relic casket or coins deposited ot the centre, All
of the stipas examined in Swat, whose domes were still standing, showed w ragged
cleft, several feet wide, dividing the dome from top to bottom. Al these domes
belong to stiipus of a consideruble size, large enough perhaps to survive the burrow-
ing which may have proved fatal to smaller structives, such s the main stiipas
at Kanjar Kote and Gumbat. However this may be, when the upper part of
the stiips collapsed, the falling musonry might well dislodge and disfigure the
soulptures attached to its base or to the surrounding small stipas. The debris
m which the litter were found consisted, indeed. for the most part, of fragments
which had evidently been part of the stonework of the stiipa. The treasure-
seekers who burrowed into the stapn domes wers not concerned with the
soulptures adorning the stopa  walls Nor, until fairly recontly, were the
villagers who subsequently quarrisd in the ruins for building material. Such
people mauy, thetefore, have caused s certain amount of incideital breakage
in the days before the ocommercial value of well-preserved sculptures was
recognised.

There are, then, & variety of factors which may all have played their purt in
reducing the monasteries and their soulptures to the state in  which they are

ra
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found —iconoclasm of Hun and later of Muhammadan invaders; damage from
natural causes, especially frost; collapse of buildings caused or hnstened by
digging of treasure-seckers: sculptures injured by villagers  quarrying for stone:
It s less essy to find reasons for the extrame sparseness of the sculpiural remains
unearthed in Swat, in relation both to the ares of building which must be presumed
to have been decorated, and to the quantity of sculpture found i similar monas-
teries in the Gandbiran plain. At Gumbat, one of the more fruitful sites exca-
vated, clearance of the main stipa brought ta light some half-dozen fragments
which, judging by their curved shape, must have formed part of a frieze enciroling
the round base. The aversge sige of these frasments wus about 18 g% T
as seems probable, the whole base was once covered with soulpture, it is obyious
that an enormous proportion has completely dissppeared. What had becoms
of it? One would expect to find the pavement littered with fragments, but
there were no traces whatever of the remainder of the soulptures. This was
a4 question raised more or less acutely by every site we examined ‘in Swat
The bareness of theso mountain monasteries is partioularly striking in contrast
with the extremely rich finds of soulpture made at certain of the sites in
the plain.?

There con, of course, be no question of attributing the disappearance of the
soulpture to any but hunian agency. Even if we were to suppese the existence of
& natural force capable of breaking the stone up into small fragments, we should
still have to account for the absence of fragments and debris. The simplest
explanation would be, no doubt, that the monisteries have been denided by the
repeated diggings of local men during the last hundred years. Etiough has Hean
said above of such activities to show thst they are indeed responsible for tha
disappesrance of some of the seulpture, On the other hand, the surface condi-
tions at many of the plices in which we dug were quite incompatible with recent

Still less s it possible to invoke the depredations of Hun or Mubammadan.
It is possible to imagine thst these inviders toiled up the hills of Swat to vent
their hatred on the monastery idols, but not thut they laboriously removed them.
Unlike our coolie who ron down the steep two hours' descent from Amluk with
o Buddha weighing several maands strapped to his back, they hud no fncentive
to do s

The conditions disovered by Sir Aurel Stein at Sahri-Bahlol? where huge
quantities of sculpture evidently not intended for that monastery had been
dumped round buildings already possessing their own decoration, has led to an
interesting theory being put forward to account for the bareness of the monass
teries in the hills. It is suggested that the decline of Buddhism in Swat, #s wit-
nessed by Hinen Tsiang's tale of 1,400 deserted monasteries, led to a gradual

* During over tro moneha’ sxcavations of monsstery silen in Buat, th total mitiber of Moue and sues Fragnints
upewrtbed wasnet myth oror (500 From ooe equrizand st Takhes. Hahi stroady dug by Sstgodnt Wilidher, Speoner
(A-B. R v, g 15) recorued 472 feagments of stame alone, and 4 Sabad-Hablol (A 8. B, vi, po 104) b dug wp oy W0
fragmomts from ome miounid.

* A B R oxi, p 0L
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“retreat’ to the settlements of the plain—a movement in which not only the
humsn but the stone population of the monssteries may have faken past. Tt
16 certainly an atfractive picture—the monks stripping their mountain homes
of the statues they had been used to worship, and carrying them down the valley
to be set up in n new shrine. Such & theory gains some slight support from the
prevalence of stucco ormament in the later phases of Gandhiran work, which
muy suggest—though other explanations are of coumse possible—that the main
quarrying sources for the stone were at that time no longer available. If no
new stone was being worked, ‘imported* stone sculpture might be the more
welcome, Nevertheless, this reconstruction of what happened tust, owing to
the vagueness of the historical background of the period, remsin no more than
a possible hypothesis,

Of the objects that were unearthed, it cannot at present be said that they
contributed much positive evidence towards s reconstruction of the Buddhist
civilisution of the Frontier. Tt must, of course, be ndmitted that monastery sites
offered little chance of providing suoh evidence ss might lielp to bridge the gap
between religious sculptures and domestic objects more or less dateable either
in themselves (a9, coins) or because of the context in which they have been found
elsewhere, Charbagh, » domestic site, seemed to offer some possibility of finding
both objects of the kind described and a certain amount of schist, like the come
parable site of Sari Dheri near Charsada, [In this, however, it provad
disappointing,

The most satisfactory of all kinds of evidence, the written word, was almost
totally lacking. None of the sculptures was inseribed, and the coins that came
to light were too few, or their context too msignifioant. to form any basis for
chronological theory. Sir John Marshall’s scheme for dating Gandhimn monu-
ments, according to the type of masonry employed, cannot profitably be applied
in Swat, since the masonry used in most of the buildings there defies classifica-
tion with any of the four styles suggested to Mamshall by his exchvation of the
Dharmarijikn Stdpa at Taxila, One of the best preserved examples of the
masonry type most common in Swat s the domed shrine at Gumbat (p. 18
above). As will be seen from the illustrstion in Fig. 6 of Sir Aurel Stein's * Tour
in Upper Swat”, its walls are faced with large, neatly squared blocks laid in regular
courses  with very little packing of thin slates either laterally or hetween
the courses. TPossibly this might be regarded as a varistion of the *large diaper’
style which Sir John Marshall associates with the 2nd century AD, It is, howaver,
far more regular than the kind of masonry represented in his drawing! or, for
instance, in the stiipa (P), north of the Dharmardjika stiipa, illustrated in the same
volume!. Tf we am to speak of types, the Gumbat mssonry is of s type
distinict from those examples. The unusual type of stone facing of the main stiipa
ab Amluk bas been dealt with above. The base of the small stiipn containing a
niche at Amluk was faced with large blocks with a very thin layer of paoking
between the courses (see Plate 1, 8). In the forts of Kalungai, the paoking of slates

LA ROXIL p 19, Pig. L
A 8. R. XH, Plits 13,
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between the courses was either very thin or dispensed with ultogether. We saw
no examples of the *semi-ashlar’ type of masonry so common st Taxila, and
said to have come into fashion at the closs of ‘the 2nd century ADI TIn the
light of Fa Hien's report of the flourishing state of Buddhism in Swat in tha
5th cenfury A.D., it is highlv probable that new monssteries wers being built: there
at that time, or at lesst that the old ones were being repaired. If 50, we muost
suppose either that the chrondlogick] scheme based on the hm'ldin_n_gn ut Taxila
i not necessarily applicable elsewhere in Gandhirs, or slie ‘that that  scheme
itgelfl needs revision.

Unfortunately any chronological hypothesis arising out of the ssuson’s finds
can be built only on stylistic comparisons, always dangerous ground and nover
more so than in dealing with (Gendhiran problems. If the fragments recovered
may be token as representative of the monsstio soulpture of Buddhist Swat as a
whole, the excavations established that this cannot readily be differentiated
from the genetality of Gandhiran sculpture. The figures, with one exception,
discussed above (p. 21, No. 88), approximate to well-known Gandhiran types, and
mast of the friezes could be elosely paralleled from one or other of the sites
of the plain. A study of them, indeed, reveals wvarious new details of icono-
graphical intersst; the outstanding group of Hellenistic friezes from Gumbat?
provides some fresh and striking examples of the copying of Mediterrnean
motifs ;- but in general, the Swat sculptires add. nothing to our conesption of the
Gandhiran style or styles, and their possible bearing on questions of date.

In view of the tendency among soms experts to distinguish the products
of the Gandhiran and a later Indo-Afghan school of soulpture, the former working
predominantly, though not of course exclusively, in stone, and the latter i clay
and lime composition,? it may be worth noting the cirvtmstinces in which stona
and stuooo were found together in Swat. Lime compasition  fragmonts  were
discovered at three of the monasteries, Kanjar Kote, Gumbat and Abarchinar,
In none of these sites was there any prima facie reasan for stipposing the stucco
to be much, if at all, later than the stone. At Kanjnr Kote and Gumbat the
stucco fragments were confined to small hsads wnd other details from the
mouldings round the small stiipas, which were slmest certainly originally surmount-
ed by the carved stone Jarmibis found on the pavement between them. The
stucco decorstions may, of conrse, have been added’ lnter, bub one would rather
expect . votive stiipa to be decorated sll st one time. At Abarchinar stuoco was
confined to the remains of one stiipa, where no stone fragments were discovered,
This stipa was identical in plan with another stiipa at the site, whioh was
evidently decorsted with schist, and these two buildings were probably contem-
porary. The stucco heads themselves, though not directly comparable to stone
types, have by no means the appearance of being products of & different sohaol.

The only positive chronological indication whioh emerged from the season’s
work—that based on a comparison between the Amluk Buddha head and certain

'AE L 1R, B,
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heads from Mathuri—hns already been dealt with? The date suggested above
for this head, 20d—ard ventury A.D., dnes not of courss necessarily apply éven to
wll the remaining seulptures of the same manastery, though the small size of
Amluk, its seclusion, and the absence of sny evidence of development in the build-
ing, favour the presumption that the life of the monastery was probably not more
than about a hundred vears.

For the rest, it is lioped that the sculptures brought back from Swat—the
first well-documented colleotion to reach musetms from excavated sites in the
hill tracts of the Indian Frontier—may prove useful material to future students
of the Gandhiran period.

la'ul.butnp\.!liﬁp- 158,
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CHAPTER VI.
Explorations in Afghanistan.

Jowrney to Kabul—Two members of the expedition (Barger and Emanuel)
left the camp ot Barikot sarly on the morning of August 1st. We jogged down
the valley in the Swat State dak lorry which runs every doy to Chakdnm
Fort, and after an exchunge of greetings and news with the solitury British officer
in-chorge of the garrizon, we packed into o motor-bus which took ns on to
Malakand and Peshawar,

On August 3rd we crosed the Khyber in the Afghan Government lorry,
which brings the mail from Kubul to Peshawar two or three times u week,
Sitting beside the driver, we were spared the discomfort of being bumped about
between the floor amd the roof of the narrow passenger compartment behind,
for the mail-lorry is a light vehiole snd sttacks these rough rouds with the vigounr
of an express truin. The Afghan Frontier om the further side of the Khyber
Pass, 39 miles from Peshawar, was reached in an hour and o half, and at that
rate of progress we shonld have covered the rest of the 140 miles to Kabul by
nightfull.  Buf we spent severnl hours at the frontier post, and Ister there were
a number of pleasant stops for refrechment and sleep. We spent the night
on our camp-heds by the roadside at the village of Guandarmak, und resched
the Customs House at Kabul at noon the following day, exactly according to
schedule.

Preparations in Bubul.—We stayed ten days in Kabul as the guests of the
British Minister, Lt.-Col. Sir Kerr Froser-Tytler, and Lady Fraser-Tytler. Our
hosts can rarely have bad more grateful guests: their hospitality and that of
the members of the Legution stafi was purticulnrly welcome sfter the Spartun
discipline of our camp in Swat. The prospects when we amived in Kabul were
still far from bright. For although the Afghan Government had frequently
expressed their good will towards onr project during the long negotistions that
Bir Kerr Fraser-Tytler hid conducted on our behalf, it was only a month since
they bad been forced to the conclusion that, for various political reasons, they
could not welcome n British expedition this year. However, having at lust
got across the Khyber pass, the difficulties, so large when seen from London
or even from Peshawar, were resolveid after one conversition with the Afghan
Foreign Minister, H. K. Sirdar Faiz Mubsmmad Khan. He once sgain put
our proposals before the Prime Minister, H. R. H. Sirdar Muhammad Hashim
Khan, whose hospitality we had enjoved in previous year on a visit to Herat.
A week later the British' Legation was informed that permission had been given
for us to start for the north. If our tenacity had at last been rewarded, that
was mainly due to the scholarly understunding of H. R. H. the Afghan Prime
Minister, of H. E. the Foreign Minister, and of H. R. H. Sirdar Mubammad Naim
Khan, the Minister of Education, who, through lis Department, carries out
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with grest energy the responsible task of supervising the conservation and explori-
tion of the antiquities of Afghanistan. With the road to the Oxus in front of
us, we did not spend many hours in taking our lesve,

Since we knew thut it would be essential to carry owr entire equipment in
one motor-car, we had brought with us the minimum for such a journey. We
had one tent which, as it never rained, we did not use, camp beds und mosquito-
nets, o suit case, a rucksack and a bedding-roll each: a medicine-chest and a
coze of photographic appsratus, books, pupers and maps. We were lucky enough
to hire i Kabul a new 20 h. p. Chevrolet car, with a capable Kabuli ¢hauffear,
who knew some, though mot all, of the rouds along which we were going
to travel. It i8 a tribute both to the car and the chauffenr that we vovered
over 2,000 miles in difficult territory without so much as a puncture. Our
party numibered five, for besides ourselves there was un Afghun interpreter,
M. Ahmed Ali Khan Khozard, of the Afghan Academy, s collaborator of M.
Hackin's, whom the Minister of Education had arranged should accompany s,
our servant, snd finally the chauffeur, Hassan, With our bagsage we were
o heavy cargo for a five-senter car, espenially as, for long stretohes. we hud to take
4 thirteen-gallon petrol tank insde the onr, which meant that one of us had to
sit on top of it and risk being bumped agninst the roof.

Crossing of the Hindy Kush.—We set out on the morning of August lith,
and after making a long detour over rough tracks to visit the site of M. Hackin's
excavations at Begram. an ancient city marked by a series of undulations and
mounds covering 4 large area at the northern extremity of the plain of Kapida,
we camped that night about half way up the Ghorbund Valley on the southern
flank of the Hindu Kush.

About five yesrs ago the Afghan Government completed a magnificent motor-
road across the formidable mountain-barrier which shut off Southern Afghan-
istan from Afghun Turkistan, and sn effort is made to keep it open all the year
round.  Although it is the first and only link for wheelad traffic between Kuabul
and the Oxus plain, the way which it follows beyond Bamiyan, down the gorges
of one of the main feeders of the Kunduz river, is not even matked as & camsl
track on our latest maps. The Shibar Pass at the top of the Ghorband Valley,
which divides the watershed of the Indus from that of the Oxus, 15 about 10,500
feet high. This is, therefore, probably the highest motor-road in Europe or
Asin.  We reached Bamiyan (147 miles from Kabul), where the Afghan Govern.
ment have built & comfortable rest-house, on the second afternoon. After a
day's visit of the caves in front of which the two colossal Buddhas stand guard,
we left the Buddhist pilgrim route from Kabul and Kapisa to Balkh, and pushed
on next day for seventy miles along the new road to the Oxus, It wound
through gigantic defiles, throngh which no carsvan had been in modern times
until the road engineers forced their way; there are, however, a few traces
of medigval Izlamio fortficution. The next day took us through the foothills
snd out on to the plain at the village of Pul-i-Kumri, where the rosd forks.
One branch goes north-west vik Haibak to Mazar-i-Sharif and Balkh (this is
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the more important branch for it carries traffic to and from the Russian fronfier),
and the other north-enst to Khanabud snd Badaklshan, We steuck out along
the latter, and though the rosd was often not more than a track, we reached
Khanabad that evening (August 19th), having covered 1483 miles that day, and
4 total of 414 miles from Kabul. There our work was to begin.

Ancient  Baolrio.—Ancient, Baciria was the plain, now partly s desert and
portly ocovered with thorn snd eamel-scrub, between the Hindu Kush and the
Oxus. It was hounded on the cast by the Puamir massil, and on the north-
west it was joined to the vist Eurpsion steppe by Margians (with its capital of
Merv) and Sogdinoa (Samarkand), margial areas of mixed enltivation and pasto-
ral economy. In Bactrin the route from the Moditerranean, which ran along
the northern rim of the central desert of Persin, and the rond from Indis up the
Khyber Pass and the Kabul valley, met the great highways from (hina by whioh
the wilk curavans came to the markets of the Roman Empire and, in the reverse
direction, Buddhist missionsries made their way to China.

Some remarks about the history of the Bactrian Greeks have been made
n a previous chapter (p. 2). To the materinls noted there, archwology has
added almost nothing, despite M. Foncher's careful and laberions excavations
st Balkh,' The Greek kingdoms were destroyed by hordes from Central Asin,
the backwash of s great movement of tribes stretohing from the Owspian to the
Gobi, which we can indistinetly follow in the Chiness sources. The Oxos and the
Joxartes divide the desert from the sown, The Greeks sucenmbed to the rhythm
of Central Asian history ; the repested invasions of nomsdic peoples, Sakas,
Kushiins, Ephthalites, and Turks, are the chief landmarks in the story of Bactria
down fo the Islumic invasions, and long after. Precipitated, gonerally as
o part of 8 much wider movement on the Eurasian steppe, through the Oxus
gatewny into the settled plaing and fertile vallsys, some of these hordes reached
India to rule on the Gunges, others were checked by the Hindu Kush, or, after
croggsing that barrier, lost their identity as the Greeks hud done before them.
How far the rhythm of Bactrian history, this cyclic process of destruetion and
reintegration, may be accomnted for by theories of climatic periodicity is 4 question
which must at present be left to climatologists. The rhythm itself is an obvious
fnet of history, but the historian at present knows so little whout the spuiety,
political systems and powers of resistance of the peoples in Bactrin and India
who were successively overthrown by thess nomad invaders, thut he cannot use-
fully confribute to such n discngsion.

The sketchy information which we possess about the sedentary peoples
who lived in the territories between the Indus snd the Oxus in this period suggests
that civilisation was repeatedly shaken by the nomads, but it does not appear
that ite course was fundamentally altered by their inrouds or their ephemeral
empires.  We may perhips tentatively roconstruct ciroumstances sush 45 thess -

=1rmﬂmm“mm-wmwwmmnﬁ@mmnmm. His dntalled ropom
will shiartly he published in the Mémeirer de bn, Déldpation franguios en Afphanistan. Hin gonneal conslusons will be foand
in b * Etude sur Vast booddhigue de el * (Tokya, Malson franco-japonales) pp. 5762, Ho told sthe Cougrass of 'O
talists at Oxfurd that is the " Muther of Olties ™ be bud fond * sbaolutely nothing”,
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The chief result of a nomad conquest was probably s change of masters. Trade
continued to ehb and flow: silk and other products of the East were still in
constant demand in Rome and later in Byzantinm. Tt was more profitable for
new rulers to tax trade than to desttoy it. Citine fike Balkh survivad the delugs,
paying teibute perhaps to shepherd kings whose followirs wess adequate in number
to form a ruling caste, but not numerous enough to resist eventual ghsorption
by the higher civilisation of the settlad agricultural people whom they had attempt-
ed to dominate. The Kushans, for instance, were almaost immedintely converted
to Buddhism. Hiven Tsiang, who traversed these regions just fifty yenrs before
the Islamic invasions, speaks, it is true, of the savigery of the Ephthalites: but
the pious traveller still had the pleasure of recording the existence of some thon-
sands of Buddhist monasteries a5 he passed through Bactris and Gandhir,
In his time the Turks were content with & general supremacy over a large number
of petty kings, not all of whom were Turks, It waos left to Genghis Khan to
earn the title of the “ Great Destrover 7",

Methods of Work—In making an arohwologics] exploration in Badakhshan
our objects and our methods had to be different from thoss of our work in Swat,
even though we had some of the same problems in'mind. 1 Swat we had attempt-
ed to make an accurate archwologioal map of o very small aren in which extensive
surface remains: were known to exist, and we wore excavating sites some of which
hud alteady been seen by Sir Aarel Stein, The excavations at Taxila wore,
if not our model, at lesst a guide, and the objects found could b compared with
the Gandbharan eollections in owr wusenms.  In the north of Afghanistan, we
were. prospectors in & country parts of which o archmologist had visited. O
immediste aims were to find owt What surface rums exist, what sites might ba
worth excavation, and what objects had been found logally ; and to study »
number of problems of geography, ancient and modern, Our proposed itinerary
wis determined by the desire to investigate & mumber of centres whors thers
Wwas some prima focie geographical or historical reason . suppose that ancient
remaing might exist, but our programme had o be extremely olasite. For
progress in any section depended on the willingtidss of the local authoritios to remove
the political ohstacles which have alwavs lnin in the way of British travellors on
the frontiers of Russiun Central Asin. Our methods were necessarily haphazand.
We had neither time nor permission to dig, wnd in any ocase, oxcavabion is not
possible: until sites which appear to be worth digging liuve hoen found. In every
village or nomad eneampment on our route, we stapped and asked the imhabitants
whether they knew of any ancient sites (Fafirkalas or “ places of infidels "),
or whether, in ploughing the fields, or in any other way, anything old had been
found. We carried with us a set of photographs of coins, senls and other ubjects,
to show the sort of thing for which we ware looking.

It was slow and patient work, sitting for hours in the village conelave over
endless cups of tea, exchanging courtesies and frying to convinece thesa simple
people that we were not the tax-vollector or the conscriptivn-officer in disguise. Much
time was of course wusted on false scents ; Chinese or Russinn coins are all “ ald =
to the Afghans of to-day, and Muhsmmadan ETAVes OF rocks worn into strange
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shapes by the weather had naturally sroused what antiquarian interest these
pessants and shepherds have, But the Afghan, Turkoman. Tajik, and Usbeg
mbabitants all gave ns a generons weloome and warm hospitality which we shall
not easily forget,

Khanobad —Soon after leaving Puli-Kumri, where the road to Khanabad
finally emerges from the foothills of the Hindu Kush, an apparently limitless
expanse of steppe-land lay in front of us, occnsionally broken by ridges of low
sandy hills, (louds of dust appeared on the horizon from time to time, to take
shape as groups of horsemen, or as great flocks of sheep whose skins are the ohief
wealth of Afghanistan in the world market, It is an empty landseape, somehow
fascinafing in ifs very monotony. We had not gone far befors mounds began
to appear on the horizon at intervals of & fow miles. Bactrin is dotted with
groups of them ; some of them are the shapeless remains of ancient cities, others appear
to be natural lumps on the plain. The two or three that we exmmined on this
streteh showed no visible signs of ancient occupstion. But as cholera was
ravaging this part of the country, we were snxious to rench Khanabad before
nightfull rather than to camp in the open. It was not, therefore, until we
reached Khansbad that onr survey began. '

Khanabad is & town of recent growth, where not even w single ancient coin
telieved the drab monotony of our hunt through the Russian, German and Japanese
goods which fill the bazsar. Bat it is u plessant little provincial capital, with o
small - Goyernment rest-house contained in the building of the municipality,
which has & quiet garden, The Governor-General of the provinee of Kataghan-
i-Badakhshan haos his residence ot Khanabad, and he controls an immense adminis-
frative district which stretches on the east to the Chinese frontier on the High
Pamirs,  An energetio official, with « passion for road-building and many other
ways of peaceful progress, be received us with great kindness. After he had
entértuined ue fo & sumptuous dinner in his garden, we spent n pleasant evening
discussing the politics of Hurope und Asis and many other- subjects with him
until & late hour av night.

Ruins wt Kunduz.—We were now sbout thirty miles from the Oxus ne the crow
flies, and Kunduz, sixteen miles west of Khanabad, was our first goal.  The
name is derived from kuhan-diz (“ strong fortress ). Its older name wis Val
valiz, probably u word of non-Iranian origin. It was the capital of Tukhuristan,
anfd an important centre at many periods,  Hiven Tsiang went there, it is fre-
quently mentioned by the Amb geographers, and a century ago Captain Wood
had a good deal to say about the Uzbog clief who had ecarried off so many of the
mbabitants of the Badakhshan uplands to die in the pestilentiul marshes that
garrounded Tis capitul,

The casis of Khanabad, flanked on the north and east by wind-eroded hills;
is a very fertile expanse of about four miles, watsred by an irrigation system
drawn from the Khanabad river, which comes down from the high Badakhshan
mountains,  Taking the road to Kunduz, we soon cime out upon  the now
fumiliar, Bactrian steppe, featureless except. for mounds which appeared af
irregular intervals.  Kunduz, which lies shout a mile to the st of the river of
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that name which we had followed for much of the way from Bamiyan to Khana-
bod, is & small town, well laid-out with a recently constructed bagaar. Our
arrival in a private motor-car created a good deal of excitement in the bazaar,
and when we slighted at the largest tschaikhana we were spon surrounded by
rows of silent, interested fuces. Some coins wers produced, including # small
gold Diodotus, Wao sat there for o long time, drinking many oups of tea, until
our presence and onr mission should be noised abroad throughout the town.

Fortunately, our patience was rewarded, and good luck led to a discovery
of sonie importance, An old man who had paid little attention to ns, and who
had been just one of the expressionless fuces in tschaikhana, snddenly spoke
up, eaying that he had something that might be of interest to us, though he
could not say what it was. He led us to his honse on the ontskirts of the town,
a snbstential dwelling in the shape of a caravanserai. In the courtyand stood
the bases of two Hallenistio columns of Corinthisn style. He took us further up
the straet to a pit dug by huilders to get earth for making bricks. There, st a
depth of ten jeat, n third column-base had just been unearthed (Plate IX, 4).
This is the firet ancient stone work found to the north of the Hindn Kush, indeed the
first Greek structural remains seen in Cenfral Asin. Only excavation will show
what they are—perhaps the edge of a temple or forum. These column:hases
are very similsr to the well-known examples at Jandial (Taxila). It does not
of course follow that the columns which they supported were of stone. *  How-
ever that may be, this lucky find would appear to disprove the conclusion drown
from M. Foucher’s unsuccessful excsvations aft Balkh, namely that the Hellenis-
¢ic cities of Baotria, like their sucvessors of to-dsy, were all built of mud and
sun-dried brick, and had therefore left no trace behind. Some sherds of rather
nondescript cosrse pottery were found at various levels in the builders™ trench,
and at one point, about six feet below gronnd-level, the remains of a wall of kiln-
dried brick could be seen. The site is situated less than a mile from the centree
of the town, about twenty yurds to the south of the main road which leads in
s westerly direction towards the river. HExcavation muy not be easy to arrange,
for on one side there is a row of houses, and beyond them the main road ; on
the other side is a large open space on which & number of nomads had pitehed
their yurts, but which may seon be used for building.

On the following day we returned to Kunduz to survey an enormous mound
about & mile and @ half to the north of the town. It was, with the single ex-
ception of Balkh, by fsr the largest complex of ancient remams that we saw
in Northern Afghsmistan. It is an oval * casile’ with mud walls about ftwo
miles in cirournference, which rise about 100 feet ahove n moat some 30 yards
in breadth (No. 11, Ilhustrated London News, April 22nd, 1989). There are four
gateways, and the interior consists of a series of shallow undulutions or * mounds”’
well-rounded by the weather, which indicute the remains of mud buildings.
These are sligned along two ronds which interseet st the centre, and which
connect the four gates. The northeastern end of the site is cut off by & branch

T 31, Hackin tells s that b bas foond dmilst boses in Southern Afghacintan, wiich are presumed 1o wve supported
'\quduﬂ pﬂlltl-
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of the Khanabad river which now flows in & north-westerly direction in u deep
channel through the ruins. The small segment cut off by the river appears to
have been the fortress, Within the walls, on the northem side, there is & tiny
village. The floor of the ‘ castle” is littered with pottery (Plate X). Heore, tuo,
builders had apparently been digging for earth, and we were able to creep into &
number of holes in the ground and ex#mine walls now butied and no doubt re-
peatedly built upon. The fortifioations on the top of the enceinte, which are
of rough constriction, are obviously comparatively modern ; they still retain the
shape of walls.  But some of the lower struta were of yuite different eon-
struction, of carefully shaped kiln-dried brick, which was very reminiscent of
Bassanian building.  Some of the pottery which we colléoted from these lower
levels proves to be similar to pre-lslamic Persian types which Mr. Pope's survey
now enables us to distinguish and even fo place in some sort of chronological
ordeér. In appearance this impréssive ruin i3 very similar to the Parthiun
fortress of Takht-i-Buleiman, which Mr. Pope has recently surveved on the western
murches of the Sassanid Empire'  From Kunduz a road, along which we were
not permitted to travel, runs to the Oxus.  Our enqguiries elicited the information
that close to where the Kumduz river joins the Oxus (about 80 miles from
Kunduoz), there is o roined fortress which, though apparently smaller, was des-
cribed to us as of similar plan. v is called Kalat-i-Zal, o name often sssovia-
ted with pre-lslamic remains: The min at Kunduz is & site of which nothing
more cun be said ot present than that it offers grest promise for excavhtion. It
may well prove to be one of those stromgholds by which the Spssanid kings
maintained o shaky bold on the Bactrian frontier, and Kalat-i-Zal may perhaps
have been an outlying post commanding the passage across the Oxps,

Thers 18 & third site st Kunduz, a mile and a half north-east of the town,
which until three years sgo might have sttrneted no mere attention than the
other mounds dotted over the surfounding landseape. During the sutumn of
1936, exvavations made for an irrigation canal brought to light & number of
fragments of rather mutilnted stucco fisures, which were sent to Kabul. The
local officials, on the instructions of the Governor, dug- into the adjoining mound.
Without finding any more fragments of importance they uncovered three chiun-
bers with apees in the mud walls. M. Hackin paid a brief visit to the site o
few months later, when the countryside was unfortunstely covered with Snow,
and he was easily able to recognise  the remains of & Buddhist monastery, no
doubt one of the ten the existence of which Hiven Tsisng records in the Kunduz
region,® M. Hackin  has published an aocount of the stucco fragments in a
pumphlet printed in Kabul®  Chance bas here provided what may prove to
be a find of first-class importance, for these seven heads ate the first Buddhist
seulpture to. come to light in the regions north of the Hindu Kush. Buddhism,
of course, reached Buctrin from Indis, and the hitherto non-existent Buddhist

VBullitin ol Awmerieas Institile of Esaian Art and Archimology, V, AT,

** Revonds of the Wistern Worlidl, p 948, tranal, 8, Jleal {1584y

*J. Hackm, ° L'nrt gréco-bouddhigue de s Bactrians * 1097, Witk the exzeption 4f one head which s ot Mazpr.ie
Eligif, sll thase Fragments arw hopsed in the Kabol Musoun (No. 3, Iilatrated London News, April 22nd 1030),
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art of Bactrin was nssumed to bo a derivative of Indian models, like that of Hadda
or of the Tarim Busin, But these heads from Kunduz are in some ways more
“ (3reek ** than any Buddhist sculpture yet found in Indis, and if soms of them
look more Central Asian than Greek, they are certainly not importations from
India., If M. Hackin is right in dating them as first century B. 0. to frst eontury
AT, it will follow that the Buddhist art of Bactria was an indepandent develop-
ment, As the historical probability is that Buddhism reached Bactria very early,
before the Budidha was personified in stone or plaster st Gandhira or at Mathued,
it may follow that the first Buddba image was created in Bactria and not in
India.

Hore again is & site that should richly repay oxcavation. The mound
which covers the monastery is about 70 yards by 80 vards, and it stands upon
a low eminence several hundred yards in extent, which rises batwesn 2 and 8 fest
above the surrounding plain. The whole of this eminenes itself way be of
“artificial origin.  From the shape of the monastery mound wml the alignment
of the walls which stund out az low banks of entth with a thin covering of grass,
there would appesr to be two: courtyards surrounded by oells, and o large lump,
at the northern end slmiost certhinly represents o stips.  The thres oslls which
have been exoavated on the western side contain niches, two of them F:I.I"ﬂj’
onvered with plaster and faint tmces of decoration.

Journey into Budakbhshan—We get out from Ehanabad on August 22ad,
having secured the consent of the Governor-General to our travelling into Badukh-
ghan as far as Jurni  As far as  Faizabud (187 miles) a rosd had just been
completed, which had come into existence without the assistance of a European
engineer or oven of o steam-roller. There was no petrol at Faizabad, for
there i5 not much traffic yet, in fact no more than & lorey onte every two or
thres weeks, and we therefore had to tale from Khansbad snough petrol for she
retnrn  journey. As we set oub in the afterncon, we covered only 54
miles on the litst day, reaching the small village of Farkliar, situsted in the
valley of that name some 8 miles off the tmin road, beyond the point where it
turns north east to mross a ridge of hills to reach the Kokcehs watershod. Thers
we were welcomed by the local Governor, who had besn warned by talophonas
to expect us, and we camped in his garden beside an ice-cold stream. We awoke
in the mornmg to find that we were in full view of the snow-covered summits
of the Khwajs Mubammad Range, which traverses Badaklishan roughly from
north to south, and which no Furopean has ever elimbed. The pluin east of
the Kunduz river, and especially the ares round Khanabad, i watered by 4 series
of streams which How down the Khwajn Mubammad Range in o westorly diraction
through s series of lateral valleys. They ecombine to form the Khanabad river,
itself a4 tributary of the Kunduz river, which it joins clos¢ fo its estuary in ths
Oxug.  All this region has never been surveyed, and these rivers and the countour
of the mountains have been roughly interpolated on the Survey of India map in
the draughtsman’s office. To reach Farkhar the road had followed cne of these
valleys through & blesk panorams of eroded hills, with occasional patches of
trees and cotton cultivation where the valley opens out.
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We left Farkhar edrly on the following morning, and it took us 12 hours to
cover the remnining 92 miles to Faizabad, After crossing the watershed into
the Kokcha valley, the road leff the old caravan route which ran vis Daraim to
‘Faizabad at Kishim, where wo had & delightful alfresco meal with the local Gover-
nor.  The new road cuts its way throngh the gorges of the Kokchas, parts of
which were hitherto impussable even on horsebsck. Tt is indeed a formidable
engineering feat. Workmen had to be suspended in baskets from the almost
perpendicalar eliffs to drill holes for blasting. The men of each village are made
responsible for completing the section of the road in their distriot, and above
Fuizabad, where the road is now being traced to Jurm, we kaw the Governor in
his shirt sleaves directing his men. The bridges are made of logs covered with
rubble, and they have to be renewsd twite a year, for each sessonal migeation
of the nomads’ sheep destroys them beyond repair.  We made exhaustive en-
quiries at every village and encampment on this route, but thoush there wers
rumours of kafirkalas and other possible ancient sites at Rustak, Gumbat and
other places in the hills between the Kokeha and the Oxus, we had not permis-
sion to leave the road, and when we got to Faizabad the Governor set his fice
against our exploring these frontier regions. There wus nothing of intarest
to report on the road itself, although we obtained somes interesting data about
the changes in the seasonal movements of the nomads which have been brought
about by Soviet control of the Pamir pastures,

At Faizabad we were the guests of the Governor, whote immedinte provinee:
includes Wakhan and strotohes up to the Chinese frontier on the Walchjir Pass,
and we slept in his well-kept garden. Our host had some sad stories to tell
of American snd German' travellers who from time to time had reached Faizabad
in the belief that instructions had been given for them to proceed into  Walhan,
and whom he had had to turn back. It was only after some telephone conversation
with the Governor-General ut Khansbad, that we received permission to procesd
on horsebick to Jurm. We ware the first Englishmen to pass that way since
Lockhart and Woodthorpe reached Tshkashim in [EET

Faizabad, inhabited by Tajiks and s fow Uzbegs, lies on the right bank of
the Kokcha, in 8 narrow valley - through which the Kokchn rushes in o deep
gorge. The town is also hroken up by the broad beds of two tributaries strewn
with huge boulders, now dry, but which & thunderstorm would easily ‘convert
into impassable torrents.  On the hills above the town, which are of no great
height, there are a numiber of castles on either side of the valley, which Appear
to belong to the period of Murud Beg and Dost Muhammad in the first part of
last century when % many fortifications were built at strategic points all over
Afghinistan. The town itself showed nothing of antiquarian  intepest, which
Was not surprising, for the floods which are no doabt caused from time to time
by the steep sides of the valley wonld wash away buildings. of mud. When
Captain Wood passed through Faisubad st the beginning of Jast century it was
pearcely more than a ruined hamlet of uo importance. We found one Gresl
coin in the bazaar (Evthydemus 11): there were, however, & number of other
objects of imrrﬁt——hrighﬂpmlﬂuwd stockings of curious weave peculiar to the
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looms of Wakhan, fire-arms of every sort and sge, and hordes of Chinese and
Russian coins.

We left Faizabad at dawn on Angust 26th on our mareh up the Kokceha to
Jurm.  Seven horses had been hired through the gond offices of the (Governor ;
two of these were for baggage and the rest for oupsslvis and our military
esoort, it being understood that the three Tajik caravan drivers were to walk,
But these Badakhshan horses are so sturdy (their fame resched the Chinesa Hm-
peror at an early date) that for long marches two of the drivers would ride on
top of the baggage on one horse. The first stage was o slow one, for the path
cut along the rocky clifis was a rough and difficult one. Tt was often necessary to
lead the horses over boulders, and the river had to be crossed and re-orossald by
bridges of logs strapped together and suspended high above the torrent, After
sbout fifteen miles, the valley broadens out to a width of ‘abotit & mile, althongh
for some way farther upstream the river runs in a trongh and cannot be used
for irrigation. We campad lute in the afternoon at a village callsd Pa-i-Shalir,
just. beyond the last of the gorges.

The whole of the north of Afghanistan is frankly marked as* ansurveyad ™
{which does not. of course, mean ** unexplored ) on the Survey of India Mg,
except where it shows the results of the two boundary commissions, on the west
and in the High Pamirs, and in the far eastern corner, which was sighted by the
theodolite of Lieut. (now Lt-Col) Professor Kenneth Mason in 1014, It
waa therefore not surprising to find that the alimment of the Kokcha valley on
our map wag incorrect, and thiat Faizabad, for instance, was perhaps 20 miles
out of position. For this part of the map presumably goes back to Wood's
journey, and to the traverses of those remarkable surveyors Pandit Manphul,
who came to Faizabad in 1867, and the Munshi, Faiz Bakhsh; who went to Wakhan
in connection with Forsyth's Yarksnd expedition in 1870,

The Silk Route.—Our chief concern was with sncient geography.®*  We
were on the first stage of the route which goes up Wakha to the beadwatoers of

the Oxus and crosses the Pamirs to Tashkurghan and the Tarim basin, followed
by Hiuen Tsiang on his homeward Journey, by Marco Polo, and by the Jesnit,
Benediot: Goes, in the seventeenth century.  Sir Aurel Stein, an authority with
whose views on the historical geogreaphy of the Pamirs it seems almost imperti-
nent to differ, has repeatedly stated that this branch of the Silk Rolite was of
much less importance than the one which ran from Termez on the Oxus up the

! Thesa reporis were sommurised by Cilsonl Yile In * Pipets sonuseted with the Upper Ous emggions . (Fowrnil
B, G5, 42 (1572) p. 438 1) CF, Geoy. Jowrnal, 03 { 1930) p. 309,

T Whiinis T prut the fullowing wiews o the historical Frography of the Pamir region befists the Riyal Geagenphisal Boclaty,
in tho onnrse of 3 puger which T read on this expedizing (Cheagy, Somermad, 93 { 1) p, 357 /), thay Jod to Livedy disewsulog
imitiatnd by Professor Kennnth Mason {iid, - B06-58).  Binck then 1 heve hail the bt of an extremaly . valushls ilis-
russin on the subjnct with Bir Aured Stnin, who has, in particular, drdwn my stbeption o tws mievant fartars  whirh
1 hnd neglostedd i my sttenipe to spprais the rspectivn importance of the rottes seriss the Pamiss.  (ne ls that the fraai-
bility of & roate is debermited les by the beieht of the pas ar the Ivngth of the approsrh, than liy the oxisteni or PUTETES
af gorges, which, st some pomt, mny mudor Ik impetisable fue beasts o burthens for m gront part of the year : tho other I
that & mute practical for large camavmin, anmiss or nomudic tnovetints, trost have pasturs thronghont the gremdor part af
Its bmgth  The evilence bs at present so scanty that no-mam than o workisg Ry gothedls s posdble. 17 | repat heeve oy
views s sacmn of the guestions alfboting the * Silk Routs’, my abjort i ondy to symmacin some cotisiderntions which mighs
be boene in mind by futurs workem i ihis ares, to which [ mywelEhape W be abilt 4o mtnm.—E. B,
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valley of the Waksh, through the broad valley between the Alai and the Trans-
Alsi, and past Irkistam, the present frontier station, down' to Kashgar.1 This
theory goes back to Yule's® and Richthofon's® reading of Piolemy,'  and
after spouring the weight' of Dr, Herrmunn's anthority® it has sinos baen gene-
rally naccepted as if it were an historicsl fact. It is of course true that the Alai
valley is & “natural highway ", and Sicr Aurel Stein's explorations have proved
that this is the route which Ptolemy Appears to describe, even if we may never
know the exuct position of the “ Stone Tower . But to say that Ptolemy
refers to the Alai valloy is one thing ; to argue from such promises that the main
trade route passed thst way for miny centuries is quite another. Prolemy’s
geogruphy of the regions beyond the Pamirs is so confused that it i hard fo make
sense of it. His information, obtained at fourth hand and apparently from a
single expedition of merchants, hardly provides a seoure foundation for. gensraligu-
tions ahout the whole of ancient ind wmedieval trade, '

There are & number of reasons for thinking that the Wakhan route may have
been nently as imporfant #s the northern route, and in disoussing thom it must
be remembered that this is not only, or even primanly, a Yuestion as to which
woy the silk came to Porsin and the Mediterranean ; we want to know how, in
the reverss direction, Buddhism went from [ndis to Ching, how, for instancs,
the plaster sculpture of Hadda got to Khotan. To begin with, wi tan, perhaps,
exclude the passes over the Karakorum us a route along which Buddhist divie
lization may have travellud. There is no. evidence that the Karukoram pass
wiis used in ancient times, and Fu Hien's account of the Gilgit road reads like u
piece of explorition.. But more decisive thun negative evidence is tho faot tha
the archwology of Kashmir js provincial ; it is o local derivative from {randhira,
and not sn intermediste stage betwean Gandbiran or Hadda prototypes and
the Buddhist art of the Tarim basin, The route ‘up the Kunar valley and over
the easy Baroghil pass to the headwatars of the Oxus, which Sir Aurel Stein
followed on Tis second Central Asian expedition,” might be vonsidered, but
two wrecked stiipas at Gilgit und 5 rock carving at Mastuj are not much evidenoe,
Huel this been 8 main road, for trade or pilgrims, it senms likaly that numglhiag._
more substantial would have come to light at Chitral during forty years' O pA-
tion by British troope.

It seems clear that the main route from Tndia and the Knbul valley to the
Tarim basin lay across the Pamirs. Now Wakban was much nearer the Khyber
than the Alai route which ended at Termez, for it could be resshed through the
valleys of Kafiristay, many of which are still unexplored. A caravan driver
assured us that a good horseman could ride from Jurm to Kabul, via the Anjuman

Weogr. J. 83 (1045) p. 381 ; * Ancient Ehitan,' I, pp. 54 . * Tnnnrmost Asia,' 1L pp, 847 0.; Y0y alckent tracks pass
tlie Pamies ;" Himslopes J. 53 {102, pp 214, |

*H. Yuls, * Cabhay * Sud ed, by Cordier, 1015, 1 pp. 100,

“ltickthofen, * Chins,” 1, pyi. 407

S Pedeany, Geog. 1, xii

*A. Horrmann, * Dhe alien Sajdenatrames, swisshas Chit und Syrlen” (1840}, map ; * Das Latidd dar Beds wad Tibwt jm
Linhte dor Aoklke " (1D38), pp. 105 I, : i

** Serindin," T, pp. #0731 . W, Asind. Sue. 1019, §. 7.
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and the Nawak pass, in three days, Thero is still much traffic on this route.
For 4 caravan coming from China round the southern rim of the Tarim basin,
Wakhan is the shortest route from Khotan to Bactria or Indis. The northern
ouses of the Tarim: basin were frequently subject to raids and temporary occupa-
tion by invaders from the Dmmgarian steppe, and again Kushgar was nuturally
and easily ocoupied by invaders from Ferghann, as it was by the Turks. To
such general historical and geographical considerstions we may add the fact that
in the seventh century Wakhan was for a time a (hinose administrative district.
But the archwological evidence is of miuch greater weight.  The fruits of Sir
Aurel ‘Stein's reconnnissance in the Alsi valley were some old gultivation terraoes,
& mound or two and the remaing of a fow  stone buildings.!  Wakhan, on the
other hand, is known to be full of fortifications, buildings and cuves, which Sir
Aurel Stein belived to be of Sassanid date, and among which he hns also found
truces of Buddhist worship®. No sité in  Wakhan has vet  been excavatud,
and m & senge the valley hus never been explored. The route through Wakhan has
always followed the sonthern bank of the Oxus, for the floor of the valley is
broader there, nnd the chief settlements mogtly Lic on the south (or Afghan)
side.  Sir Aurel Stein and Olufsen® haye explored the Russion bank, but no
record exists of uny traveller who has heen on the Afghon side of lower Walhan
gince Wood made his famous journey to the sources of the Oxus in midwinter
exuotly o hundred years agot,

Thorough excavation of some of the ancient sites in Waldun must be per-
haps the most important single item on any agenda of arohmologion] work in
Central Asia, and there is every hope that the progressive and liberal spirit which
snimates the present Afghan Government will allow it to be dons, O our
journey up the Kokchn, we made a discovery which strongthenod the convie-
tion that the Wakban was an extremely fmportent route.

Anoient Remains at Bahorok—On leaving the hamles with the sigmificant
name of Pai-Shakr (“foot of the town "), where we hud eamped after the first
day’s march from Fuizabad, we came across remains of mndressod stone, strewn
along the valley for a distance of wbout two miles. It was not alwitys easy
to trace the exnot extent of the ancient sits, and only here and there, ohiefly in
the entrances to the side valleys, was it possible to make out the plan of the
buildings with any certainty (No. 8, Hlustrated Lgmdan News, April 220d, 1839),
For the stones had frequently been cleared away and built into walls silpporting
recent terruced cultivation, and occasionally they had been piled up to make
sheep enclosures.  But there cun be no doubt that this is the site of a lnrge
city, almaost certainly that of the ancent capital of Dadalkhshan, Judging from
8 map, it lies exaotly where one would expeot to find it.

t Tntermad Aiin,' 1T, po 843,

® i, . BOA.TH.

1 F. Olufsen, * Throogh the tnknown Pamive,' 104,

4 Bir Aurel Stnin vromed the Bapoghil waddle aod surveyed the Uppermoaet et OF the valley from Salowd 1o il Wahkjir
puss { Berindia' 1 pp. 0 £.), Colonel T, E. Gordon visited the past of the ralley betwis Kils Pasls asd the Litthn Pamir
ke |* Boed uf the workd," 1878),
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Just heyond the end of these remains the valley opens out into a fertile
plsm, triangulsr in shape and some 6 miles by 4 miles at its greatest extent
{Map, Plate XL 3). Here the Kokcha receives two affluents, the Warduj, from
the south-east, which the route to Wakhan follows as fur as Zebak, and another
from the enst. The village hidden by luxurions fruit trees on the farther edge
of the plain, af the entrance to the Warduj valley, is called Baharak, a name long
associnted with the aucient capital. * Khairabad ', placed at this point on our
miogdern maps, which attribute to it a post office, has dissppeared, both as a place
and as & name, Farther on, in the mouth of the Warduj valley, at the spot whers
the traveller coming from the east might, feel that he had at last emerged from
the Tsungling mountains, are two mounds of roughly hewn stones, which have
the appearance of wrecked stipss. They sre knowi locally as kafirkalas, al-
though the nearer we get to modern Kafiristan. the greater the caution neces-
sary in attributing importance to this name, The plain of Baharak itself would
have besn an unsuitable site for & city. Its extreme fertility wonld have been
wasted, and ‘again it could have heen attacked from four sides. The town
built in the narrow valley just off the plain commands the routs leading from
Faizabad to the Warduj and Wakhan, and the extent of the ruins illustrates, it
may be thought, the importance of that route, to which reference has ulready
beent made.  Holdich! discussed the: position of Idrisi’s “ ity of Badalhshan
at some length, and finally carge to the conclusion that it was more likely to have
been Jurm than Paizabad. Neither of these places could have supported o
large population, for they are situated on narrow rocky shelves, between the
TIVer runming in o gorge and the steep sides of the valley, and corn would also
have had to have been brought from a distance. '

Breaking camp st Pa-i-Rhahs very early, we spent the moming in examining
the kcattered ruins and procesding slowly to the village of Baharak, where we
camped i an dpple orchard. A derelict pavilion, with a veranda and columns
(wood. conted with plaster) with lotus capitals, stood among the frees. [t Wi
sald to have belonged to a general who diad thirty-five years ago, Approsching
Baharak, we had distant glimpses of the Pamir summits beyond the head of the
valley to the east, and of the Hinda Kush up the Warduj Valley to the south-
east. Chitral, according to our caravan drivers, was less than four days march
vin- the Dorah pass, and Ishkashim. st the entrance to Wakhan, rather less
Baharak hos all the famous fruits of Badakhshan, and indeed upplés are st
all the way to Kabul, where they fetch fabulous prices in winter.

Jurm.—On the following day, we covered the 18 miles to Jurm in four und
& hnlf hours, The caravan teack first follows the Warduj valley for thres miles
until the valley narrows and the stream can be crossed by rickety bridge,
Soon after regaining the Kokehu, this river is crossed, and the track is carriad
on a oiff high above the stream for most of the remaining five miles to Jurm,
Jurm is a large ossis in 4 rather empty, dusty valley. The houses are soattered

-mrmmm*mnmumwmmuumw. HquuhlﬁvimnﬂinthﬂIdﬂdm unrritically ro.
mqlhmnhﬂ‘uwtﬁnhMmhh 'Mmhmﬂmiufmnﬂmmﬁ'ih
{Maeraries,  (Miriai (od, Jeabull, I, pp, 45560 Thn Haukal [ml, Crunaley}, pp 29031,
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among gardens watered by trickles from the snows of the Khwaja Muhammad
Range which towers above, unseen from Jurm owing to the stespness of the sides
of the valley. The bozaar is small, and provided nothing more interesting
than a few Spssanian coins.

Return to Khavabad,—After s day’s stay at Jurm, we rode back to Faizabad
by the way we had come, having abandoned a plan o take the alternntiva route
vis Daraim, owing to the amount of snow sajd to be on the pnss above Jurm,
over a saddle of the Kwaju Muhammad, which cansed anxiety to onr escort.  We
«did the march from Baharak to Fuizabad in one long stage.  Although we found
‘mo remains of interest except at Baharak, those days we spent riding through
the uplands of Badakhshan, close under the Roof of the World, with distant
views of glimmering white summits, were among the pleasantest of our travels
in Afghanistan. It was unfortunate that we did not have permission to leave
the main route, part of which, where it winds along the Kokchs below Faizabud,
does not follow an ancient highway. A thorongh archmologival exploration of
northern Badakhshan, the hilly triangle between the Kokeha and the Oxus, wnd
of the Anjumun south of Jurm, should produce interesting results.  Althongh
thers hus recently been some distinguished work done on Arab geography of the
Oxus. basin,! it is strange to think how little, if at all, our knowledgo of the exist-
ence and location of ancient sites hns wdvanced since, by the study of place names
and by using reports now lost or buried in the archives in Delhi, Bir Henry Rawlin-
son collected 50 much informution for hLis " Monograph on the Oxus'?

We spent & further day at Faizabad, before taking leave of our kind host,
the Governor, who, by rendily placing his knowledge of the sountry at our dis-
posal, ax well a5 in other ways, had done so much to assist our emquiries.  On
Beptember Ist we motored back to Khanabad, vovering the 137 miles in seven
and a helf hours.  Shiva Lake, sbove Faizabad, was said t0 be already frozen
and nomads were on the move, strewming down the valleys to lower pastures on
the plains. The heat of the Oxus plain. was now less oppressive. We spent
two more days in Khansbad, in the hope that, as our purpose was now familise
to dlmost everyone i the bazaar, some useful information about ancient sites
‘might reach us

Toshkurghan.—Our  next objective was Tashkurghan.  Passing throngh
Kunduz, we found that our friends the builders had not brought anything more
to light while we had been away. After our car had been ferried across the
Kunduz river, most of our way lay seross empty steppe and flat desert which
stretched to the Oxus, vast tracks of sand and scrub, now uminhubited, but which
show traces of ancient irrigation. From a ridge of sandy hills which the road
crossed at an altitude of about 1,000 feet ubove the plain, we had o distant view
of the Oxus, here about eight miles distaut, with the mountains of Russian
Turkistan which flank the Iron Gates in bold silhouette beyond.

IJ.Muquu.'Ennuhr'Hiﬂ-lj.'Wr#mtmd-hnm'[lﬁm. V. Minondey, * The grography of Hudod al Alam,*
WGibb Memorial Bories, 1007).
* Journal . . 5. 42 (1572) eep, 507 £
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We reiched Tashkurghan, 62 miles from: Khansbad, after dark, and lodged:
in the garden of o palace of Abdurrahman, usually used as o rest-louse, but which
had been transformed into u cholers quarantine station for passengers on the
toad to Mazar-i-Sharif. An Afghsn doctor with & stafl of assisfants was hard
at work inooulating the villagers by touring a wide area.

We spent three days at Tashlkurghan, s large town nestling under the rooky-
foothills' of the Hindu Kush which have hers bess eroded into. fantastio. shapes.
It is hore that' the: junction of the road from Khanabad mests the preat north-
road from Kabul to Mazar-i-Sharif, which emerges fmm the wountaing through
a long defile having the appearance of & olefr in the rock.  The suburbs of the
town are well watered by a stréam from the hills, which, being abdorbed by
irrigation systems in the immodiate vicinity of the town, is soon lost in the desers.
Indeed, of the many rivers which flow onto: the plain from the northern flank
of the Hindu Kush, only the Kunduz river reaches the Oxus:  Four or five iniles
beyond the town the cultivation potehes come to an end, and a belt of desert:
strefohes as for s the Oxus. It was at Tasbikurghan that M. Hackin, on his
wity to join M. Foucher st Balkh fiftesn yeurs ago. had purchased in the bazsar
a number of very amall terra-votta figurines, which were said to come from
Shahr-i-Bannu, o site some distance out in the desert.  Accordingly, we decided
t comb the bazasr, o very lurges coversd emporium, with some care, We found.
no terra-cottas, bat our labours wero rewardsid by & number of Greek and Sassanid
seals. (Plate Xo 2, and a very lirge number of (ireck and Kushay Coins, among
which those of Soter Megas, that snonymous but ubigquitous king, predomiuted,
The ruins of the niedimyval town of Khulm cover o lirge area in the desert about
six miles to the north-sast of the town. We made an exoursion’ on horsebaok
to the complex of mounds known as Shalir-i-Bannu (No. 7, Tlustrated Londan.
News, April 22nd, 1939), from which most of the seals und Coins in the bazaar
were said to come, an urduous day’s ride of over 25 miles in the desert,  Al-
though the mounds lad beon washed flys by the weather. they showed traces:
of mud walls and were covered with Islamic pottery of various types ; a detailed
description is, however, imnecessiry, for M. Carl, of the French Delegation, besan
excavations there, on instrictions from M. Huckin, u few weeks after our Visit.

Mazar-i-Sharif—We regched Mozar-i-Bharif, the capital of Afghan Turkistan,
36 miles west of Tashkurghan, on September 7th. It is o modorn town which
has. grown up round the chief shrine in Afghunistan, o noble building of the
Timurid epoch.  The rooms i the building of the mumnicipality  have been
devated 0 & museum. The colleotion includes # large number of coins, one of
the heads from the Kunduz monastery, three small plaster heads said to come
from Shabr-i-Bennu and about fifteen Greek amnd Sassanid  seals, depioting gods,
buman figures und snimal ypes similar to those of our collection. The Gov-
emor of Afghan Turkistan teceived us with great cordiality, and appeared warmly
mterested in our proposal to €0 to Sar-i-Pul, 125 miles to the south-west, in order
to spend some days in reconnoitring the valleys to the south of that place,
where, a hundred vears 8go, Ferrier repotted the existence of Sussanid  rook-
carvings which no traveller has since seen. We reached Sar-i-Pul without in-
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-cident, but, owing to circumstances beyond our control and thut of the local
‘authorities, we had no opportunity of aftempting to solve this problem, and
‘were forced to return by easy stuges to Balkh.

The Ruing of Bollh,—Belkh is a wilderness of mud walls of uneertain uge,
-tleven miles o the west of Muzur-i-Sharif (Plate IX. 1; Nos 8 and 8, Jllustraded
London News, April %md, 1080). Our thoughts, as we arrived there, wope with 3L
and Mme, Foncher, who came to Halkh from Kabul immedintely after the
French Government had sscured the consession  for arohieological work in  Afgha-
nistan.  The journey which we had made by mator car took them many,
weeks on horseback, and they lived there for cighteen months in an extreinely
malarions climate, alone in o country us yet unacoustomed to tbe presance
-of foreigners.  1f their efforts were not crowned with' siwosss, such i tremendony
undertaking so gallantly carried through has placed M. and Mme. Foucher's
labours in the front rank of Central Asian exploration. M. Foncher found that
the stiipa, 200 feet high, described with such n wealth of detail by Hinen Tsiang,
had become simply huge cake of mud (No, 2, Plate facing P, 889, Geog,
Journal, 930, 1930). The walls of Balkh ure seven miles in cireumferenos, and it
iz idle to hazard an opinion ws to whether, if M. Foucher had dung deeper, o at
some other spot, in that grent area dovered by walls, monnds. and rubbish heaps,
B might not have found something more substantial undet the mud of sllcoessive
ages.  Groek voins are certainly numerous in the bazaars of Balkh, and indeed,
until six ov seven years ago, when the Afghan  Government introduced its first
puper ourtency, they were aften common tender.

Ancient Sites on the Plain West of Balkh—On the return journsy from
Sur-i-Pul: between. Shibarghan and Balkh, a stretoh of 75 miles; we spent saveral
~duys in examining and plotting on the map u very large number of moynds (Plite IX,
8). TProgress was slow, for we often set out for monnds on the horizon which proved
to be several miles awny from the rosd. Standing on the top of one mound,
it was sometimes possible to soe ss many s o dozen others soutbered over the
wide horizon.  From about a tenth of tliese sites we. were -able to bring buck
an. assortment of pottery types (Plate X. 1),  Most of thede sherds are varants
of the shp-paintad ware, usually deseribed as Transoxianian, ninth and tenth cens
turies; and of the splash-glazed wares callad early Isliamic, but which eannot easily ba
classified in detail or arranged in chronological order. Chronological wrgument is
often defeated, not, s in India, by the conservatism of the potter, but by the
inndequacy of our lmmv]cdgu and of compurative materinl such as vottld ‘only come
from the exvavation of # large number. of sites in Iran and in the Oxis reginns.

The mounds are mostly found in' groups, for the larger tumuli usually have
4 number of smaller dependencies. Surface finds of pottery were uaturally
richer on those mounds which have steep sides, whers nny shower of rain might
easily wash away a layer of earth, rather thiun on the mounds which ware alredady
well-rounded by the weather. By relating the topographical data to the pottery,
wo hope that wo have been able to decide which mounds or types of mound have
the semblance of antiquity and would thetefore warrant excavation. The f[re-
cquent existence of moats suggests that many of them were used for modimeval
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Or more recent fortification. But somewhere undernenth some of these shupe-
less ruins, many of which are the mud of which Inter cities were built, there
must be Greek structural remaing of stone, at least column bases such as we
found st Kunduz.  Chang K'ien (128 B.0.) found Buctrin to be s land of wulled
towns,! and in Ferghana, the Greek occupation of which was until recently in
doubt, he speaks of *fully 70", The difficulty is where to begin looking for
them. Classical writers only supply with certainty two names of cities in
Bactria and two in Sogdians, and 8 Sanskrit source perhaps adds s fifth; of
these five the position of two is uncertain® and only Balkh lies within the boun-
daries of modern Afghanistan. Dr. Tarn may be right in saying that most of
the towns seen by the Chinese were military eolonies or large villages willed with
mud.  But excavation st Kunduz, or &t Jesst one of the sites noted below, miy
possibly show what a Bactrian town of which thers s 1o mention in (lassical
writers was like.

It is impossible to give lhere more than a summary list of the most interest-
ing of the sites which we examined on the plain west of Balkh. Distances refer
to mileages on the road from Shibarghan via Akcha to Balkh, provesding east.
Index letters nre those we used for identification of the site and its pottery.?

MD. 2 miles from Shibarghan, about 250 yards north of the road, & circular
“castle’ similar to that st Kunduz, but smaller, Walls one mile in circumfer--
ence, 35 feet high outside and 25 feet inside. The interior shows & marked nbsenpe
of small mounds and undulations such as cover the floor of the * vastle " at Kunduz
No vegetation on the ramparts, though signs of cultivation in the interior. A
great deal of coarse pottery, but no eurly -puinted pottery on the surface.

ME. 9 miles from Shibarghan, immediately to the south of the road (Plate
IX. 8). Complex of mounds and ruined mud walls surrounded by debris, oalled
Yuroghli. A square mound with the appesrance of fortress is surrounded by a
ditch and an outer wall, The * fortress* hus steep, Hat sides, 40 feet high, and it
mensures 300 yards each way. The top is not flat, but vonsists of a series of
dents and * mounds . On the south side, remote from the road, 18 an ares covered
with mud walls which sppear to be of comparatively recent date, The steep
sides of the main mound (' fortress') were covered with sherds of all types, con-
taining o high proportion of the early-Islamic slip-painted wares,

MG. 7 miles from Akcha (proceeding towards Balkh), one mile north of
the road, & lion-shaped mound 60 fest high, well rounded by the weather. Two
or thres smaller momds within 100 yards. No pottery. 200 yards to the north-
east, i8 the beginning of an extensive system of ancient irrigation channels now
dried up (Plate IX, 2)

ME/K. 13 miles from Akcha, 200 yards to south of the road. Table—
mountain  shaped mound, 50 yards x50 yards, 50 feet high Surrounding
it. a shallow mont and an cuter wall 3 feet high. Round the mound, outside
the moat, undulstions suggesting collapsed buildings. On the top only coarse

* F. Hirth, * Translation of the Shiki of Ss-me Ob'ien ™ [J, dmer, Oriest, Sor. T (1017) 50 1),
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pottery and some common wmodern types. On the lower levels of the steep
sides u distinet strastum of early lalamic pottery (slip-painted with one or two
splash-glazed specimens) snd also a few fragments which are possibly Sassanid
types.

ML. 15 miles from Akcha, 250 vards south of the rowd, Rectangular
mound 40 yardsx 50 vards, 50 fset high. Top covered with & series of bumps
(10/20 feet high). A number of small subsidisry mounds and low nundulations
covering 4 considerable ares round three sides of the buse. Paintad pottery of
maost types found all over the central mound, though not on the small adjacent
mounds,

MN. 21 miles from Akchs, immediately to the south of the romd. Exton-
give urea of ruins, (houses, mud walls and un arch), stretohing half o mile in
each direction. They surround o mound 300 yards X300 yards;, 80 feet high,
with very steep sides, surrounded by a moat. Undulations on the tap show
the remains of (comparatively recent ?) buildings, and here and there o piecy
of wall, built of very small mud bricks, still stands. A great deal of conrse pattery
on the top of the mound, but none of the glaxed types which can with certainty
be placed among the early varieties. Some pieces of plaster (9" 67) and potter’s
clay found on the top. Half way down the steep sides large quantities of &lip-
painted ware.

MP/P. 26 miles from Akcha, one mile to the south of the rond, a large rectan-
galar mound 100 yards x50 yards, 30 foet high, with flat top and steep sides well
hroken and worn by rain.  The buase is surrounded by & ridge, ten feet high.
No moat and no adjecent tumnli. A great deal of courss pottery, wnd & faw
fragments of shp-painted ware found on the sides nenr the top.

Ancient  Iregation Systems wear Ballh.—A number of systems  of  anciont
rrigation canals (Plate IX, 2) can be traced on the plain, u detailed survey of which
would be o wecsssary adjunct to any programme of systemntic excuvation in
Baotria.  What may be called the classioal view oliborated by Holdich! is that
these vanuls were fed by the Oxus.  But this is contradicted by [drisit whe
suye that the Oxus was not used it all for irrigation until it resched » plice ey
fainly situsted below the modern Russo-Afghan border.  [drisi was merely  res
peating what Ibn Huukel suid in the tenth century.® It 0= difficult to beljsve
that the Greeks were more anterprising in this respect than the Tarks and Arahs
were before Genghis Khan left his mark on the civiligation of Buctrin, or thint,
if they were, the Arabs would nod have known of sach an ancient irrigation
scheme and turned their knowledge to some account.  'There is, on the vontriry,
some evidence that the Balkh river once reached the Oxus, but an explanation
of the dessiccation of Bactris must he loft to climatologists, or to thoss geogrn-
phers who are familiar with the hydrography of the Hindu Kush.

We left Mazar-i-Sharif on September 22nd. and motored the four hundred
miles to Kobul in two duys, for news of the European crisis reached us af

' Odbes of Tadia,' p. 78,
1 l'.'ad..ﬁuhrt,r.p.ﬂﬁ.
'mo*,p.m.
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Pul-i-Kumri, where we spent the night with a German engineer und his wife engaged
in constructing a hydro-slectric scheme for Siemens, We were again the grateful
guests of Sir Kerr and Lady Fraser-Tytler for 4 few days, before recrossing the
Khyber with the Afghan mail.  On Ooctober 8rd we resched our bass-camp in

Peshuwar, the (. M. 8, Mission Hospital, whete, at the beginning of June,
Dr. and Mrs. Macpherson had generously sdded u party of archwologists to their
large family. There we met the hwu members of our expedition who had just
completed their work in Swat. We had travelled over two thousand miles in
a stern but fascinating country. No one who has travelled in those wind-eroded
valleys and felt the dust of history under his feet can leave Afghanistan without
longing to return.
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LIST OF PRINCIPAL SCULPTURES AND OTHER OBJECTS FROM
SITES IN SWAT.

[ The materisl of the scuiptures, unless otharwise stalnd, in taloow sshist. The dirdiinds * L ™ snd “ 5% |n the deserip.
tions mfor abways to propec Left wnd Fight. ]

- KANJAR KOTE,

OpIECTs FOUND IN DESHIS OF MAIY $10PA COUNTYARD,

28, Horinikd of o small stips, 7° équare ; on'each fuce, Buddha spated botwepn twn standing
fignres, .

24, Harmild of a smoll stiipa, 7° square ; i ench fade, Buddhi sasted betwoon two standing
fizures,

25. Harmiki of u small stiips, B} square ; on the four faces, scones ropresenting tha birth of
Buddha, renunciation, first sermon (1), and worship of the triratwa symbol held aloft by
u Imeeling figure.

26, Qornice, 14" aquare, sunmounting the harmikd of o small sthpa, three-tiored, the border of
each %ior decorated with lozenge or seroll pattirne

828, Part of  frieze, T"xH}".  Two scenes divided by a framed pilaster. L, the funeral pyre,
R, digtribution of the relica.

20. Purt of i friexe, 93" 8",  Kneeling man, apd behind him five standing mwen. one lonning
on o staff,

0. Part of  fricto, 97 ¢4".  Seuted Buddha between two stunding fgures. divided by o framod
pilaster from part of a similar soene,

31. Part of u friexe, 14}" <8}, divided horizomtally into two panels by & band of imbricate
omament.  Above, continuons fricze of standing figwrss,  Below, two soensa divided
by framed pilaster. L, Wrestling and archery contests of the Boddhissttva, R, iin
wedding. The betrothed, with right hands joined, cirenmambulate the firs. which ia
tended by a mon soated K. Huch wide of the fire stands & witer pot.  Behind edeh
of the betrothed stunds & mun playing a double pipe,

85, Hond of Buddhs, 5" high. Lime composition. Wavy hair.

36, Head of Buddha, 34" high. Lime composition. Wavy hair.

87, Head of lion, 3 high, Yame composition, with faint tracw of pigiment.

GUMBAT.

OBfECTS VOUXD IN DEHRIS ROUSD THEE BIUPA

49, Harmiki of & sobll stiips, 12" square. On the four faces. scenoa representing thie birth
of Buddha, the renuncistion, invitation to preach (1), and monks warshipping the triratng
symbol held aleft by & male figure kneeling on a plinth.  Broken in two pinoos.

B50. Fragment of the harmikd of n small stiips, originelly 11} sguare,  On the remaining fuce,
Buddha seated between two standing figures,

a1, Part of a frieae, 17°x3}". Men in toga-like dress; somo cirryving ahields, grouped ity pairs
botween pilasters.  (Plate 111, 1),

60. Part of the same, 204" = 8{".

6T. Part of a similar frieze, 20°%3%.  One of the spaces betwesn pilastors is occupied by two
long-tailed hirds perched on a bowl,

66. Part of o mimilar friese, 124" 3",
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7. Part of a friees, 2657¢2}". ‘Busts of human figures altsrnating with stunted pilistess,
Broken in £ piccos.

B8, Part of & similur frioze, 103" 2}",

70, Part of & friess, 15"%4)". Busts of humun figures framed in olaitya arches, a Tosetle
between oach pair of arches, snd the whole surmounted by wopped pyramidsl oina-
ment.

59, Part of a fricze, 104" x44". Buddhn seated in obhoyo mwdrid beneath Indian fig-tres,
betwoen two kneeling fgures, both with nimbus, in prineely dress: the scens flanked
by framed pilssters.

6. Part of u frieze, 104" <7}". Four standing men, in :ag:!iha i, ~Dpper part of one
mian and the heads of the other throe defaced,

7. Carner of & cornice, 10" 8)".  Bracket pilustors alternating with birds with aprond wings,
At the corner, 0 wingsd lioh.

886, Corner of a similur cornice, 13% 6" :

62. Frogments of n cormice, 204" %5%.  Acanthus. lesves alternsting with human and other
figuros—women holding bowls, and birds perched on & bowl.  (Plate TiI, 2).

0. Comer of a niche (1), 7"x4% Above the lintel of a niche (1) surmounted by bead snd
reel monlding. o winged cupid, leaning outwaed 1o the corner, and the busts of two womon,
holding clubs (1) and of a third figure apparently with & moon-shsped nimbus.  (Plate
I, 4).

06. Part of n comice, 10°%2}", Two cupids flosting, each with o long soarf trailing over
the right shonlder.  The second onn carrion in both handn & bunch of drapery (1) (Plate
[, 9).

3306. Part of & cornice, 15"% 24",  Two copids floating, the first carrying a bunch of drapery (1)
in both hands, the sccond with e eromsad carries 8 wimilar object in R hand and has
L hand on hLip, '

64, Part of a cornive, 10°%2" From L o R G-petnlled flower, winged yoleba with
nght arm raised, Wied o profile perehed on the base of & bowl turned on its wida,
Bepotalled flower,

76. Part of & comice. 144" long,  Five brackets {ons broken) formed of the upper parts of
human figures playing musical instraniesits.

B Pust of w frieze, 19°26}".  Buddhu seated in digina mudnd on o throne Bendath Indian
fig-treo ; on either side of Lim, i sented snd i standing monk. At each end of this sCEne,
o franied male flgure standing undor o tree, R, part of a second seens: two anited
figures; with simbus, i princely dress.

6% Fragment of a friere, 10} long. Top part of a scene : Buddha swented under Todikn fig-
tree, surrotunded by hermite in attitudes of adomtion,

70. Part of n friewe, 11754}, Miya's dream. The elephant enters hor right side as she
livs oo & conch in un arcade, whose tilod roof i supported on Inde-Corinthisn columns,
At cach end of the arcade stands & woman armed with a Apear,

69, Part of a friege. 137%5)%. The Boddhissttva's first bath, He stands between Indrs and
Brahmi who pour water over him from Jotaa.

T8, Part of a friese, 10§" 24} . Frapments of two ssenss divided by & framed piluster, L,
a fortified tower (1), R, Asita easts the Buddha's horoseope.

88, Part of a fricee, 11" %04". Parta of two scones, divided by a framed pilaster, 1L, the
rotum from the Lumbini garden (1), Miya seatod full faoe, with he baby on her lap,
in & Litter ; on each wide, & male fignmm, with nimbus, with one hand supporting the litter,
R, (separnted by u framed pilaster) & figure walking L, holding & pot in hoth hands.
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T2. Part of o frieve, 1828}, divided horizontally into two panels by a band of imbricate orna-
ment, Above, a continnous friese: Buddba seated in Buropean fashion, and again in
profile, surrounded by hormits.  Below, thres seenes divided by framed pilssters, L,
the archery contest. Contre, Devadatta killing the elephant, R, (broken) the elophans
drgged through the city (1),

L Part of u friogs, 16"x8}", divided horizontally into two panols by a band of imbricate
omament.  Above, a continuous frieso: Boddha sosted in profils, and sgain in con-
verwe: with u hermit seatod before his hut, and other fignres.  Below, two scencs divided
by a frumed pilsster. L, the archery contest, on homeback. K. the olophant lilled
by Devadatta and dragged noross the city. (Plate V, 1)

78. Part of a fricze, 325107, Broken and defuced ; divided horigantally into thres panels by
two bands of imbricste omament.  Above, continuoms friexe of human fiures with
trees ot intorvale. T to R, two figures at 4 fire altar {th: Buddha sested, surrounded
by an aureols, with worshippers: & hormit seatod in front of his hut.  Contre Pansl,
undulating gorlnd of pipal loaves.  Bolow, sceties divided by framed pilasters: L and
Oentre, too broken for identification, R, Birth of Budidha,

61 Part of a friess, 114" <0}", much defaced. Three mon carrying Iarge shiolds;

80. Bodhisattva, 60" high, seated in dhydna muded (Plate V11, 1.)

82, Bodhinuttva, 73" high, seated in dhydna muded, much defaced,

83. Head of Buddha, 7° high,

85. Huad of Bodhissttava, 41° high.

B7. Head of Bodhissttva, 3}" high.

88. Hand of Buddha in abhoys mudrd, 4* long.

89, Hund of Budidha in ablige muled, 4* long,

39. Hand of Buddba in ablaya mudrd, 6* long.

40. Head of Budidhs, 2] kigh. Lime composition, Hair indicated by irregular dinta ; ayes
Inrge and wide open : very coarsely modelled.  The nimbus boars traces of pigment.

91 Fragment of o pilaster capital, 5}° high, Lime composition. Hesdless seated Buddhs and
nexnthus folinge.

41, Bell, 7§* long. An iron oylinder, the Jower part of one wide of which ix broken, Part of
the clapper was found sttached by rist to o knob in the tentre of the top end of the
eylinder.  An Sshaped hook passes through w ring on the outside of the tap of the
eyhinder, (Plate VIII, 3

AMLUK.

OBIEOTR FOUND IN THE DEMRIS BOUND aTUPAS A axp B

102, Saated Buddha (beadless), 5* high'; with right band in abloyn mdoi and Ioft in the lap.
Behind his loft shoulder » monk appears, and on the plinth are the upper pirts of three
seated bock wiew, one being w monk.

108, Head of Buddha, 4" high. Wavy hair.

104. Part of & cornice, 6%,  Floating enpid, legs crossed, with lain cloth, holding & searf in both
hands,

105. Part of  frieas, 5" high. Twn birds perchod on the leafy roof of a hut.

106, Seated Bodhisattvs (headless), 13" high, Right hund in abhagn mintrd, loft carries sk,
Much defaced,

107. Seated Buddha, 27" high. Hands in dRarinacalsd muded, legs deawn up showing up-
turned soles, Has wavy hair, and moustache lightly indieated. The right anouldes
is bure. Left knee and right arm broken; otherwive in good repair.  (Plate IV, 2,)
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108. Seatod Buddha, 6)" high. Right hand in abheye wedrs, left hand grisps the cornir of
s role.  Wavy hair.  Robe eovers both shoulders.  (Plate Vi1, 9).

108, Part of u friexe, 8" kigh. Two figures from unidentified sbene,

110. Tanel, with fragments of others above and below, 124 high ; standing Buddha, in abbays
mondrid, between two figures. one in mousstio and one it princely dress, with hanis clasped
in adoration. High relief. Two of the figures headless and the third defaced.

1L Part of p friese, $}° Jong.  Male and fernale figuros under ohaitya arihes, separated by
* Indo-Porsian * pilaster. '

112, Part of a frieze, 15" long, divided borizontolly into two panels by a baud of husisrt-sliapead
orpament.  Above, stunding figures framied in ehaitya parches, Below, undulsting pipal-
leuf gardand. ' '

13, Plinth, T§" high, of standing Buddba figure, broken off at the ankles. The front carved
with two standing monks worshipping Buddha's alms bowl. plsced on o throne bensath

* & camopy. At ench corner, n piluster,

114. Four fragments of a friese, the largest being 18" % 15°, bordered above by s band of imbri-
cate omament, and below by undulating vine leaf gurland. From L to R, famed
* Indo-Persisn ' pilaster with gakshi on the shafi ; Buddha boneath tho pipal tree sur-
rounded by monks wad other figures: Buddhn benosth the Tndisn fg-ree surrounded
by worshippers in' lay dress,  (Plate IV, 5.)

125, Head of Buddhs, 2" high, from a frieze.

168, Head of Buddha, 83" high.  (Plats TV, 1.)

160, Fragment, 15” long, of a scene showing the: distribution of Buddhn's relics. A fire altar
standing in front of u draped couch s

MBIEcTs FROM TRESCHES OGN UPPER TERRACE,

161. Head 'of Buddlia, 5° high, wavy hair.

163, Figure of kneeling yokaho, 3} high, from a frieze.

167. Fragment of relief, 144" 43", from the riser of & step (1) : uadulating vine sceoll framing
head and shouldets of two women, esch holding » bowl, and betweson them u ird with
wings epread, perohed on a bowl,

168, Part of the round base of p small stiipa, 134" %4". Panels showing the seatad Buddhs,.
flanked by adoring figures, the paniels separited by framed pilusters, and sarmounted by
modillion eomice

173, & simalar fragment, 187 x5

169, Panel, 30°x 6", from the riser of a step, An undulating imbricate gurland carried by
human figures, with others framed in the loops.

170. A similar panel, 307x61". Hach of the two dentral fignres hns one log advanced and
raised, with the foob resting on top of » bowl. (Plste VIT, 3,)

171, Fragment, 21°>04°, of o similar panel.

173. I‘Iiﬁth. %7, of standing Buddha figure, which is broken off at the ankles, On the front,
u stiipa flanked by two kuveling monka,

175. Three fragients, the largest 5° 5447, from tho hend of a large Buddha in tetrs-cotta.

Onrecrs FRoM TRENCHES I¥ THE LOWER TERRACE.
176. Lamp, 3° square, inseribed in Kharoahthi churacters round the rim, The insaription
runs :
Sagami condisani (! ga dn) agisala (¢ go s0 1),
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TT. Ciroular lamp, diam, 2)%. Terracosia,
181, Part of eylindrical jar, diam. 4%, with hole bored in the lower end.  Fron.

NAWAGAL

ORIkt FROM AREA OF MAIN Srtora,

117, Fragmeut of a fricee, 8" <87, depicting probubly s prince carrying home s share of Buddha's
distributed relics. Man riding on o camel; bolding a casket (1) before him in both
hunds, L of the camel stanids & soldiés with skirt of mail, holding & spear. Between
the rider and the camel's neck appear the head and shoulders of a third man. The
hedds of all three figures slici] Off, and the whole muck defuced.

118, Fragment of a frieze, 8§" 213",  Part of Dipoikara jdtake soens,

119. Buddhs, 15" high, (headlois) seated i @hydsa muded vn i plain thitone raissd on s plinth,
On the plinth to R. of the throne are the feet of o standing fignre.

338, Fragment of a frieze, 11717, much battered. Four three-quartér length figures, in prin-
cely dress, in attitudes of adoration.

OBIROTS FROM AREA OF AMALL StiRAS,
120-2. Three fragments of a frieze, 13° 18]%, and 9" < 34" ; men with apears and bow-snd-arrow
hunting boars and lions.
123, Head of Buddha or Bodhisattva, 77 high, with moustache and wavy hair.  The wehuisha
encircled by o fillet with a rosette in front.

ABARCHINAR.

ORIEcTs POUSD IN DEBRIS ROUSD sTOPA L.

137. Hewd of Buddha, 8" kigh, wavy hair. Nimbus and right side of face brokes.

188. Bodhisattwa, 22° high. Broad. squat body and brond face. Seated with upturned soles
of the feet showing. right hand in ablayo, lefv carrying flusk. The hair done in tight
ourls and guthered in u double loop on top of the head. The nimbus has a border of
flame ornament,  Both hasds wnd the lower part of the body sliced, otherwise in good
repair.  (Plate V, 4)

139, Head of Bodhisattva, 6} high. Ornament in the centre of the headdress in the form of &
lion’s head. (Plate V, 2.}

140. Part of a pilaster capital, 18" long, It the céntrs of the capitil Biddha sented in dhying
mudrd amid acanthius foliage,

141, Part of n piluster capital, 18" long. In the contre of the capital, Sarya (1) standing with
right hand vpraised in & four-horsed chariot, flanked by two chariotesrs,  (Plate VII, 4.)

142. Frugment, 8° %117, probably from u scens showing the birth of Buddba L, arm of Mayi
griaping the bough, To her right is the hend of Indra (1), and behind him the hesd of
o man o princely dress, biting his fingers. Above, a floating scarf und a dram. High
relinf,

144, Fragmont, BL"<7", perhaps from the same scene as No. 142, Standing male and female
fgure, looking L. The man has round, flat, two-tiered hend-dress, the woman hae bat-
like wings. High relief. (Plate V, 3).

145. Part of u cornice, 7°<6°. Head and shoulders of s winged Hon,

147. Part of a decorative band, 81" 33", Formal lotuses and other fowera.
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148, Part of a decorative band, 8°%4%. Formal lotuses,
150. Indo-Corinthisn pilsster, #* long. with S-ghaped shaft from u cornise,
I51. Tndo-Corinthinn pilaster, 5§* high.

Frow aswa o Sten A, .
153. Figure of Vajrapigi, §° high, from a fricaes.

Frow ajea or Sriopa O,
HT. Standing figurs under ahaityw arch, 5}* high.

Faom paumis sovxp Sréea B.

126. Head of Buddhas, 5§° high.  Lime composition,

127. Hedd of Boddha, 9 high. (Plate VI 3.) Lime somposition,
128, Head of Buddha, 53 high.  Lime oompasition.

120, Head of Buddha, 6" high.  Lime compouition.

130. Head of Buddbu, 53" high, Lime composition.

I3L. Head of Bodkianttva, 8}° high, (Phts VI L) Lime composition,
132, Head of Buddhs, T3* high.  (Plate VL L) Lime composition.
133 Head of Buddha, 5" kigh. Lime composition,

134, Head of Buddha, 5§" high. Lime eomposition,

185, Head of Buddla, 6 high.  Lime composition,

136. Head of Buddho, 53" high. Time somposition.

PARRAL

ORIE0Ts FROM ANEA OF MAly STOPA.
818. Part of n frieze, 84" %0l".  Thres mon standing in attitude of adoration: Green stona.
319, Part of & frices, 16° 4%, stiipa-railing ornument, (Irean stons. {Plate V, &,)
320, Part of o friean, 11"xB}".  Stpa-eailing ornament,

Jaserrae Duei, (uasnaon,
Omsors otaes Thay POTTERY FRAGMENTS,
A" trench,
190, 0 semidl] fragments of coloured glass. 3 below surfuoe,

191, Fragment, 14" long, of & bone ring. 8 below surface,
20L. Polislied egg-shuped poblie, 1" long. 3" below surfies,

CBY trench.
215. Stone ring, 1" in diameter, 2 balow surface.
211. Two small fragments of gresn glass. 41" below surface.
224, Bansage-ubaped bend of Hlue glass, pierced }* long, 4} below surface,
277, Bausage-shaped bead of red glass. T below surfuce.
=09, Fragmont, 1" high, of the figure of & woman, dark red polished torra-cobts. (Plate VIIL 2. )
270, Torra-covtn figure of an snimal. the legn and hedd broken, 24 long. 7' below aurfige.
(Plate VIHL, 2

O Trench,
212, Fragnient of red gloss, 11" below surface.
216, Fragment of stone carving (wavy lines indicating drapery 1), 1" below rurface,
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257. Polished term-cotta ram’s bead, 2" high, 5' below surface. (Plats VT, 2),

Trenches E, F, G, H,
284, Terra-cotta figure of home with sadills, 21* long, one bug brokes. 1" helow surface. (Plate
v, 2)
295, Tron ickle, 84" from tip to tip. 2 below surface.
301, Tron heart-shaped oroament, 23" weross, 17 helow surfuce:
989, Esrtheoware bowl, 20* dism. 2 below surface,  (Plate VHI. Lj
283. Exrthenware howl, 2 dian. 2" ‘below surface,
28). Earthenware howl, 3 diam.  1* holow surface. (Plate VIIL, 1.)
298. Earthenware bow), 1§ dism. 2 below snrface.
209. Flat dish with spout, dinm, of hase 0 below airfuce,
300. Flusk, piercod at the neck, diam. of base 4%, 3" bolow surfase.  (Plute VI, 1))
307, Flagk, grentest diam. M. 2 below surface. {Plate VIII, 1.)
3089, Bowl, dinm. of mouth 24" 1 below surfuce.  (Plate VI, 1)

ORIECTE ¥ROM UNENOWN Sres ACQUIRED. AT THANA AND wisEWHEERR.

100 Figure of Vajeapini, 73* high. Lime compositin, (Plate VI, 2

18, Standing Bodhisattva {fest and wrims missing), 16* high,

19, Harmikd of u xmal] wtiipa, 10° squnre.

20. Fragment, 7* high. in green stove of & reliel.  The Bgures of Miiyi and her sister from o
birth soone,

1. Circular palette, diam. 43", divided into twa panels: in the upper panel & nnked man bet-
ween two women. (Plats VIII, 4.

339. Ciroular palette, dism. 4*. Divided into two panels, the lower carved with' lotus potals,
the upper to0 much defuced for identifioation,

L2
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