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“ That land is protected by Nila, the Lord of aii
the Niagas, whose regal parosal is formed by the circu-
Jar pond [ of the Nilakunda ] with the Vitastd’s newly
rising stream as its stick.”

( Stein, Rajata. 1, 28,)
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PREFACE.

An edition of the Nilan.atapuragpam has long been
a desideratum. Professor Cowell has given a short
summary of its contents in Mr, Furgusson’s “ Tree
and Serpent Worship.”” Dr. Biihler and Sir Aurel
Stein have made known its intrinsic value to the
Sanskrit scholars here and abroad. But no edition,
whatsoever, of the text has appeared so far. Dr.
Biihler remarks:—

“Its great value lies therein, that it is a real mine
of information regarding the sacred places of Kashmir
and their legends which are required in order to ex-
plain the Rajatarangini and that it shows how Kalhana
used his sources.”

The present attempt has been made to edit the
Nilamatapuranam on modern lines by collating it with
the available copies of MSS. in the valley of Kashmir,
a short account of which is given below:—

A.—A newly written MS. partly in Devanagari
partly in Sarada characters. Lent by M. M. Pandit
Mukunda Ram Sastri, late of tle Research Depart-
ment of the Kashmii State. No date. Generally cor-
rect.

B.—Belongs to Pandit Srikantha Rajanaka, a
Sanskrit Teacher in one of the schools of Kashmir
State. This seems to be very old and written in old
type of Sarada character. Incomplete. No date.

C.—A MS. belonging to Pandit Raja Ram Sastri,
the late Head Pandit of the ® Rajakiya Pathashala,
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Srinagar. Kindly placed at our disposal by Pandit
Nityananda Sastri, (now Professor of Sanskrit S, P.
College, Srinagar). Character Shiarada. About 50
years old.

D.- A MS. written in modern Shiarada Character,
Not very old. DBeclongs to PPandit Maheshvara Raja-
naka of the Research Department.

E.- A MS., borrowed from Pandit Rim Candra
Kak B. A., Superintendent of the Arclaological De-
partment, INazhmir State. Recently copied for the
Department by Pandit Nitha Ram Pajanu of Srinagar,
from an old MS. Character, Nagari. Written on an
ordinary paper.

Later, when the book was in the press, we got
access to another Ms, in the private Library of Raja
Sir Harisingh Sahib, the Yuvaraja of the Kashmir
State. The printed text has been compared with it
and some of the important readings and some addit’ons
have been noted. and lacune filled up in the ‘Corri-
genda and Addenda’ under the initial letters R. S.
or in full Raja Sahib. Thisis perhaps the copy of
that MS. revised and corrected by Pandit Sahib Ram,
who (as Biihler says) “under orders of late Maharaja
Ranavir Singh, prepared the text of the Nilamatam for
edition and thought it his duty to fill up all the lacunz,
to expand obscure passages and to remove as far as
possible the urgrammatical forms, which the Nilamatam,
like other Puranas, shows in great number.”

Before concluding, we should express our thanks
to the gentlemen who kindly leut us their MSS. for
preparing the present edition of the Nilamatapuripam,
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especially to Raja Sir Harisingh Sahib who has alwys
‘taken keen interest in all research work and in ad-
vancement of oriental learning both on ancient and
modern lines.

Our thanks are also due to Pandit Tikalal Sastr
who corrected the final proof at Lahore, and to Vishva
Nath Sastri who copied for us the portions of anukra-
manika and the list of the Chief Nagas and Tirthas.

Many defects and short comings are to be found
in the present edition. They are principally due to
the fact of our being in such an out of the way
place as Kashmir. Tt is also owing to this dis-
tance that printing mistakes could not be entirely
eliminated, .

SRINAGAR, } THE EDITORS,

Dated the 19th Sept. 23. R.L.K. & J. D. Z,



INTRODUCTION.

PURANAM AND ITS ANTIQUITY.—The
word Puripnam occurs in the Brahmana portion of the
white Yajurveda, the Upanisads, the law books of Manu,
and Yajnavalkya, and in several passages of the Maha-
bharata. The only synonym of the Puripam, we
learn from the lexicon of Amarasimha {500 A, D.), is
the word Paficalaksapa (cf. Amarakosa, verse—Kinda
—Sarga—), ¢ e., having five characteristic topics which
are—Sarga, primary creation or cosmogony; pratisarga,
secondary creation or the destructicn and renovation
of worlds; vamsa, geneology of the gods and patriarchs;
manvantara, or the reigns of Manu; and lastly vaméga-
nucarita, the history of the solar and the lanar race of
kings. It represents that class of religious works of
a legendary and semi historical character, which fur-
nish material for the popular creed of the Hindus with
dates projected into far antiquity.

None of the existing Puranpas, excluding perhaps
the Visnu, Vayu, Matsya and the Blagavata Puranas,
conform to the above definition, All the scholiasts
therefore are led to accept the view that prior to or
during the time of Amarasimha, the Purapas might
have conformed to the forecited five fold criterion. But
the shape in which they have come down to us can
hardly entitle them to an age older than that of
Amarasimha, . e, 500 A. D.

IS NILAMATAM A PURANAM ?—Strictly
speaking, the Nilamatam does not come under the
category of the Purayas. Nor does it accord with
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the definition laid down above. In its present form
it is very difficult to rank it with the 18 Purapas. It
may safely be called a portion of a Puragpam from its
similarity to the Nagarakhanda and other important
Mahatmya works which do not put forth any preten-
sion to the distinctive title of Puripam but are con-
sidered complementary to them.

It is a book of rites and ceremonies for the Hindus
of Kashmir and “its intrinsic value consists in its
being a real mine of information regarding the sacred
places of Kashmir and their legends which are requir-
ed to explain the Rajatarangini.”

DATE OF THE NILAMATAPURANAM.—
The original Purdpam, referred to by Kalhapa Pandita
as the semi-historical work on Kashmir or the book of
rites and festivals prescribed by the sage Nila for
Kashmirians, was recast in the latter days of King
Abhimanyu I of Kashmir who preceded King Gonanda
111, (Cf. Rajatarangini, Chapter I, VV 182-186), It
is asserted by Kalhapa Panpdita that in the reign of
Abhimanyu I, the Bauddhas, after having, under the
lead of Nagarjuna, _defeated the learned Kashmiri
public by their argumentative power preached their
own nihilistic doctrines causing thereby a temporary
break-down of the time-honoured ceremonies ex-
pounded by the Sage Nila, the Chief of the Nagas, and
followed by the Kashmirians to the very letter. Con-
sequently, the Nagas were greatly provoked, and with
their help, one Brahmanpa, Candra Deva finally restor-
ed the traditional customs and freed the land from the
“ plague of the Bhiksus.” It may hence be conjectur-
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ed that the Nilamata Purapam was .composed by- this
Candra Deva under the auspices of Abhimanyu I and
Gonanda IIl who flourished according to Kalhapa
about the year 1894 aunno Laukika corresponding to
1182 B. C.—a date when Buddha and his religion did
not exist. This absence of authentic chronology in
the first portion of Rajatarafigini makes it difficult for
us to ascertain the date of Purinam under reference.
The internal evidence, however, gathered from
the study of the Purapam itself gives us a clue to its
approximate date, ’ This is the birthday of Buddha on
which, as enjoined in the Nilamata Puriapam, the
Bauddhas are fed and honoured and the statue of
Buddha is offered worship according to the Buddhistic
rites, That the Buddha's birthday was J elaborately
even in the time of Ksemendra (goo-1165 A. D.) is
evidenced by Somendra’s reference to it in the intro-
duction to the former’s work v7z.,, Avadana Kalpalata
which is said to have been compiled on the festival
day of Buddha, (Cf.—*§ge|it waiyy @y
ATy | TaT werAawr raweaugieqy,”) i e, in the
month of lunar Viisakha of the 27th year ( probably
1027 A. D.) this Kalpalata has been compiled on the
festival day of Buddha). UVerse 16 intro-Avada. It
is also evident from the Dasavataracarita of Ksemendra
that' the acceptance of Buddha as an Avatara of
VISNU was unquestionably established in 1000 A. D.
Hence, it may be concluded that Buddha must have.
been, centuries before Ksemendra, admitted into the
pantheon of Hindu creed as an incarnation of Visgu.
It can therefore safely be maintained that the Nilamata



Introduction 7

Purinam cannot be older than the 6th or 7th century
A. D. (Cf. Biibler’s Report p. 41).

THE RITES AND CEREMONIES.—These

also deserve special notice. Major portion of the rites

is similar to those expounded in other Puripas and
observed in India proper. Others such as the new-
snow-fa'l-day festival and the birthday of Buddha are
peculiar to Kashmir and are very remarkable. On
the celebration day of the former new wine is to be
drunk in the company of datcing girls, and this will
surely astound the people of India. The celcbration
of the latter 1s more or less due, as Biihler says to the
accommodating nature of the Kashmiri Brahmans
who, unlike their brethren in India, are equally de-
voted to Buddha, Vispu and Siva.

Among the prescribed rites of the Sage Nila
some are still prevalent and others have long ceased
to exist, There are many more in vogue which have
not been mentioned in the PPurapam (CF. the festi-
vals of Rakhri, Anantacaturdasi, Yaksa Amaivasya,

Gauri Tritiya, etc. etc.). For full description of the
rites and ceremonies see appendix B of the book.

ARRANGEMENT OF THE PURANAM.—
It appears from the perusal of the contents that the
Purinam, though made up of heterogenous parts, has
yet character of a harmonious and homogeneous
whole. This has led many scholars to believe that
the original text has undergone several additions and
alterations (sece prefuce) at the hands of the Papdits
on various occasions, not withcut great detriment to
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its authentic and primitive material. Analysis of the
text is as under :—

1. Vv. 1-481 sketch the mythological and tradi-
tional portion of the Nilamata Purinam.

2. Vv. 482-1050 describe the rites and ceremo-
nies as also the religious festivities ordained by Nila
Muni.

3. Vv. 1051 to the end dilate upon the miscel-
laneous topics such as the chief Niagas in the Valley,
the origin of the Wular lake, the places consecrated
to Siva and Visnu, birth of Nandi Rudra, Kaptesvara,
Tirthas, sacred places and lakes an lastly the sanctity
of the river Vitasta.

THE EPITOME OF THE MYTHOLOGICAL
PORTION .OF THE NILAMATAPURANAM.—
The Nilmatapurapnam opens with a dialogue between
Vaishampaiyapa and Janumejaya who inquires as to why
the king of Kashmir had kept aloof from the bellige-
rants of the Mahabhirata. A few years prior to the
commencement of the great war, explains Vaisham-
piyanpa, the reigning prince of Kashmir, Gonanda, had
lost his life in a battle at Muthurda, where he was an
ally of his kinsman Jarasandha in his cause against the
Yadavas. Gonanda’s son and successor, Dimodara
was provoked to avenge his father’s death, and in pur-
suit of this object, he proczeded with his quadruple
forces towards Gandhara where the chief of Yadvas,
SrikriSna, was present at a Svayamvara., In the
battle which followed with the mighty Srikrisna,
Damodara was defeated and killed. But the all-w’se
Srikrisna, well knowing the importance of the sanctity
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of Kashmir, came himself to the place and had a coro-
nation ceremony celebrated of the pregnant queen,
(Yasovati). In due course, she gave birth to a prince
who was called Bilagonanda. The posthumous prince
being yet a minor was not invited to join the Great war.

Then follows the elucidation of the sanctity of
Kashmir which obliged Srikrishna to anoint the queen
of Damodara himself. This, according to Vaisampayana
consisted in Kashmir’s being nothing else than the ma-
terial manifestation of Parvati. In course of his eulo-
gistic description of the manlfomEK§§Emlr’

the sage discloses that in previous Manvantaras it was a
lake called Satisaras. This revelation excites Janame-

jaya to ask further an account of the transformation of
the lake into a beautiful and populated valley. The same
question, says, Vaisampdyana, was put by Gonanda to
the sage Vrihadasva who had coms to Kashmir to co-
mplete his pilgrimage.

The Puranam hence-forward consists of a discourse
between Gonanda and Vrihadasva who starts with the
delineation of the creation of Kashmir, the lapsing of
Manvantaras, the duration of cycles, the lake called
Satisaras, Daksa and his 13 daughters espoused to Ka-

“Syapa. The legend of the bet of Kadrii and Vinata re-
garding the whiteness or otherwise of Indra’s horse is
then narrated. And we learn here, as in the Mahabha-
rata, how Vinata with her progeny was reduced to the
perpetual slavery of the Nagas, how this fomented bit-
terness between the latter and Garuda, how the release
from’slavery was finally brought about by Garuda who
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obtained a boon from Indra to eat up the Nagas, and
how the destruction of Nagas ensued at a rapid rate,

The king of Nagas, apprehending the extinction of
his race invoked the aid of Visnu and through his fav-
our found a sheltering place for the Nagas in the Sati-
saras and anointed Nila as their sovereign chief.

THE BIRTH OF JALODBHAVA.—Next,
mention is made of the story of Jalodbhava. Once In-
dra descended to Kashmir for a ramble with Sachi his
wife, and it came to pass that a Daitya named Sangraha
getting a glimpse of Sachi tried to ravish her. This
ended in the destruction of the Daitya. His seed, how-
ever, which had fallen in the waters at the sight of Sa-
chi, grew into Jalodbhava. While in his infancy, jalo-
dbhava was reared by the Nagas. Through propitia-
tion of Brahma, he won matchless powers and immor-
tality in the waters. A Daitya by nature, he could not
restrain his diabolical spirits and set about to devastate’
the neighbouring countries Darvabhisara, Gindbara, Ja-
hundara, the lands occupied by the Sakas, Khasas, Ta-
njanas and Mandavas, and other hill settlements.

VISIT OF KASHYAPA TO KASHMIR.—
While [alodbaha was executing his flagitious pro-
gramme, Bhagawan Kasyapa, the progenitor of the
Nagas, was on a pilgrim’s journey to all the Tirthas of
the earth. Nila hearing of his father’s sacred tour
went out to see him ‘at Kankhal and prevailed upon
him to visit the Tirthas of Kashmir. On his way to
Kashmir, Kasyapa witnessed the ravages in the coun-
try of Madra and turned towards his son for an expla-
nation. “It is Jalodbhava” said Nila “who has, C
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father, reduced to wilderness not only the country of
Madra but also other territories of Sakas, Khasas etc
etc.” The sage then promised to bring about a speedy
ruin of the Daitya,

DESTRUCTION OF JALODBHAVA.—His
pilgrimage being over, Kagyapa left for the Brahmaloka
along with his son Nila. There he invoked the help
of Brahma, Visnu and Siva and of other Gods against
Jalodbhava. All Gods and Goddesses with their large
retinues followed Brahma, Vispu and Siva, who dire-
cted their march towards Naubandhana Tirtha to pu-
nish the Demon. Even the presiding deities of rivers,
the Lords of oceans, the sages and saints, the Gandha-
rvas, and the Vidyadharas followed in their wake and
reached the lofty peaks of “ Kosarainy Kuther' above
Konsarnag or Kramsara. DBrahma secated himself on
the Northern peak, Vispu on the Southern and Siva
arrayed himself between them.

These grand preparations did not make Jalodbhava
uneasy in any way, as he felt himself quite secure and
invincible in his home of waters, wherefrom he would
not come out. The water had, therefore, to be drained
off. Ananta cut off a path through the mountain banks
of the Satisaras and the water rolled off with the dash-
ing noise of high waves. At this the [Daitya was not.a
little discomfitured. He caused darkness to spread
over, but this was soon dispelled by Siva, who held the
sun and the moon in his hands. Vispu took the chief
part in the horrible fight which ensued, and after a pro-
longed struggle cut off the Daitya’s head with his war-
dise to the extreme delight of all Gods and Goddesse s.
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Thus we see how Satisaras was turned into the pre-
sent land of the happey valley. Siva, Visnu, Brahma,
Kagyapa and all other Gods lost no time in choosing
their respective abodes here. The Goddesses watered
it in the form of rivers and the Nigas became the sour-
ces of springs. Kasyapa’s suggestion that he would in-
troduce men into the valley was not approved of by
the Niagas who would not lower themselves down to
the company of men. Kasgyapa got angry and cursed
them to live with the Pigachas.

His wrath was, however, appeased by his favourite
son Nila, the chief of the Nagas, and at his entreaty,
he modified his former sentence of curse by allowing
the Pisacas to live in the land for only the wintry six
months every year-from Karttika to Chaitra, for the follo-
wing four Yugas. The men were to inhabit and culti-
vate the land for the summer six months, and to eva-
cuate it before Karttika for Nikumbha, the king of Pi-
$achas, who would go there after having foughtin an
island in the ocean of sand, his summer residence, thus
the Nagas had to spend six months alternately with the

men and the Pisachas. Visnu, who wasin the company of
Kasyapa, also added; “O Nila, for four Yugas this order

of the sage will continue, whereafter the Nagas will
live for ever happily in the company of men. The po-
wer and energy of Pigacas shall abate in the valley and
be restored to them in the ocean of sand. Those men
who will abide by the rules laid down by you will pro-
sper here in your company’’. The men introduced in-
to the valley were from all the four castes and all com-
forts were provided for them by Kasyapa.
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RELEASE FROM THE YOKE OF PISA-
CAS THROUGH THE RITUAL AS EXPOUN-
DED BY NILA.—The four Yugas; passed away. All
men left the valley, as usual, in Asuj excepting cne
old Brahman Candradeva, who was detained behind
by his infirmity. The rude and wild Pi¢acas saw him
and played with him “as young princes play with a te-
thered bird”’.  The afflicted Brahman was let off, but
he knew of no refuge. His wanderirgs brought him to
the residence of Nila where he was shown much com-
passion and offered hospitality for winter. Nila oxpound
ed to the old Brahman a number of rites and obser-
vances calculated to free the country fiom the Yoke of
the Pisachas and from excessive cold. In Chaitra, the
immigrants found Chandradeva hale and hearty, and
presented him to-their king Viryodaya. The Brahmin
amused the king with all that had passed between him
and the Piacas, unfolding the rites and observances
ordained by Nila and their efficacies. The king impre-
ssed upon his subjects the necessity of the rituals set
forth by Nila, and found them prompt and willing to
practise the same. Thus the Pisachas disappeared from
the valley for ever rendering it a permanent home for
men who lived secure from their fear and other calamities.
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