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FOREWORD.

Modern Sanskrit scholars have not bestowed that amount of
attention on the study of the Puripas which they have done on that of
the Vedas. This neglect of the study of the Purinpas proceeds from
more causes than one. Every one of the Purinas is a real Encyclopedia
Indica and so a very comprehensive knowledge of the whole range of
Sanskrit literature is necessary to understand them. There are very
few scholars who possess such a knowledge.

The present translation of the Matsya Purina has been done by an
esteemed Talukdir of Oudh—well known for his scholarly attainments in
Sanskrit and English.

The introduaction has been written by Pandit Lalit Mohan Kar, who
obtained the diploma of Kdwvyatirtha from the Sanskrit College, the
degree of M. A. in Sanskrit and Pali from the University of Calcutta and
is professor of Sanskrit in the Ripon College.

Most of the appendices are from the pen of my brother, Rai Baha-
dur Srida Chandra Vidyarnava, whose profound knowledge of Sanskrit has
enabled him to rightly interpret many difficult passages in this Puripa.
It is hoped that the notes and appendices may be of use to scholars
interested in the study of the Purinas.

The greater part of the present volume is taken up with a descrip-
tion of Vratas or fasts, followed by feasts and gifts to the Brahmapas.
They are of interest only to the Hindu public. To the non-Hindus they
are of very slight importance.

According to its own statement in Chapter 53, this Puréna is 16th,
in the order of precedence. This is according to the northern rescension,
where the Brahma Purina stands first. According to the southern rescen-
sion, the Matsya Purfipa heads the list, showing thereby that this is par
excellence the Puréina of the southern people. It probably owes its origin
to the south.

To complete the dynastic records of the kings of the Kali age, the
matter has been somewhat anticipated, and Chapters 271, 272 and 273
have been inserted in this volume. This part is complete in itself, and its
second part, which will appear in future, will not break the continuity of

the book.
Ebrror.
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INTRODUCTION.

The present war between the European Powers, the royal represen-
tatives of which, in many cases, stand to each
uﬂ':b“d,:z v;’:, the  ther in the relation of cousins, brings forth, in
the brightest colours to the Indian mind, the
long past glories of another great field where cousins had met to measure,
their swords. The date of that war is still an open question like
many other great events of the Indian tradition. Many, indeed, there
have been who deny it the name of an historical event and like to look
upon it, as merely a part of the fairy tales which the Sanskrit Puranas,
in their opinion, abound with. The details of that war are so familiar to
every one of us that we have never questioned its occurence, but as to
its probable date we are merely content with believing it to be very very
ancient. Many European scholars, in their over-eagerness to prove Indian
civilization to be of a late growth, have assigned to the war a date not
far beyond the birth of the Christian era. Leaving this tug of war
regarding Indian dates to take care of itself, let us try to find out what in-
ternal evidence the Purinés can supply us to prove our case.

Custom, it is said, becomes law, when it is recognised by the state ;
and tradition, we may say on the same analogy, is accepted as history
when borne out by evidence recognisable by eritical and scientific intellects.
Thanks to the indefatiguable labours of scholars like Mr. Pargiter, who
started on a study of the Purfnds with some faith in the realities of their
accounts—with the requisite amount of Sraddhd which the Vedantins
enjoin—we are in & position to take the Mahabhfrata War from a
realistic point of view.

Of late Babu Rémaprina Gupta, in the Asvin issue of the Pravasi of
the last year (Vol XV. Pt. I, 6th issue, pp. 740 et seq), has made an
attempt to fix the date of the Mahdbhérata War, and has referred to
two different theories, viz.: (1) the 6th century B. C. founded on
sstronomical observations and (2) 2450 B. C., based on the R4jatarngini.
He holds a third view, namely, that the War took place a thousand and a
half years before Christ, and says that many great scholars, Indian and

European, bave accepted the same view.

Nors.—Here I beg leave to point out an oversight of Babu Ramaprand Gupts. He says,
at p. 741 [rst column, towards the bottom} (of which I give the translation) : It is written
in the $4th Bloks, Chap. 24, Part IV, of the Vignu that Pariksit was annointed King 1200
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