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FOREWORD

Brahmasri Vedanta Siromani Sri Paranur P.V.Venkatara-
ma Srowthigal has placed many Dwijas in South India
under a deep debt of gratitude. He is an erudite traditional
scholar.

From one’s birth to moksha we have to follow
the Sanatana ageless rituals which are as potential as
they are inspifing. They protect the adherent to a
great extent and confer benefits on him. Our great
sages and Jyotish Sastra Pandits have proclaimed that
even planets placed in inauspicious positions in one’s
life do not torment him who performs his daily ablutions
from Sandhyavandanam onwards. Needless to state gdod
fortune multiplies itself.

Brahmasri Venkatarama Srowthigai has earned
palaudits from His Holiness the Jagadguru of Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam. He need not ask for more. One
has only to travel to Kanchi and see for himself this
God on earth. The Paramacharya who has passed 90
with His compelling tejas and ageless demeanour
astonishes not only the devoted but also others.

The author has completed nearly ®en books dealing
with Sama Veda Prayogas. In his present book on
marriage - ‘‘Vivaha” mantras - he gives not only the
Sanskrit text with Vedic notations, but also the Tamil
transliteration at the end of each mantra.

This is a great service because it enables those
ignorant of Sanskrit to repeat and understand the mantras.

Marriage according to our concepts is not a mere
contract between a male and a female, but is the
beginning of a new Ashrama that of an householder
- “‘Grihastha Ashrama’. The importance of this phase
of one’s life cannot be exaggerated. The Saptha Rishis
were all Grihasthas. Without the householder neither



the Brahmachari nor the Sanyasi can survive. Bearing
the load of running the household and the family,
the wedded couple’s main concern is the carrying on
of the Dharmic life. They fulfill the ordained duties
to the Devas, Rishis and pitrus. The wife’s role is
as important ‘and respected as that of the husband’s.
For Sama Veda Sakha followers, a widower does not
perform Agni Sandhanam. He goes through a symbolic
pani homam.

We must always remember what Emperor Janaka
uttered while giving Sri Sita Devi to Sree Rama during
Kanya Dhanam: “This daughter of mine Sita follows
you in the path of Dharma “‘saha Dharma chari Tava’".
Hold her hand with yours to sanctify the wedlock.
She will follow you like your shadow.”

A marriage conducted with ““‘Shraddha” - faith and
devotion - ensures a bright and long married life.
The family ties in India have astonished intellectuals
in the West. They realize that the glamour of sexual
relationship is a fleeting phenomenon. With the passing
of time the married couple develop a glow - tejas.
The relationship is complementary.

Our faith is' Sanathana - eternal. Nothing can shake
its foundations. In the first sloka in Kalidasa’s Raghu
Vamsa where the Divine first couple have been invoked
the poet proclaims Siva and Parvathi are linked to
each other - half-man half-woman - as the uttered
word -and us meaning. “‘They are eternal parents of
the universe.’ .

I have no doubt that this publication will be in
the hands of many families in South India.

Madras, C.R.Pattabhi Raman

e

18th April, 1989.
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